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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, | 


PEKIN, CHINA, — "oe 
BUREAU. 


et 
we oo 


March lst, 1900, 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledgment of Department's instructions 


ceived during the month of February. 


(Despatch No. 318, February lst, 1900.) 


SARS os 


vy 


ee 


PIO ai 


= 4 
‘e § 
2 
z 
50 
h 
Es 
ef 
ae 4 
3 
4 
“ £4 
2 
z 
x 


| 
; 


ib 4 . yw “ ; . pe bite 
i tte’ La Seer aeretee ae , . A ee on “ i ae : ~ : a ny - eo ; Aesop 


¥ 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 


eferring to my despatch No, 318 of the lst ultimo, 
; 


have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Department's 


nstructions No. 220 to No, 225 inclusive; unnumbered dated 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


a7 


RoR ee TRO ka ari te 
. rae ote Sai sa ea Re 
RF a MA ane so, eye 


h 6th, 1900, 


Subject: There has been no general census taken in China 7 


‘gince 1812. : | 


((Circular Instruction dated January 20,1900) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


o 


PEKIN, CHINA. 


March 6th, 1900, 


the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington; D.C, 


Replying to your Circular Instruction dated January 


20th last in which I am directed to forward to the Depart- 


ment such copies of census statistics of China as may have 
been published during the past fifteen years,- I have the 


. 


onor to report that no general census has been taken in Chi- 
na since 1612, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. ‘° , 
7 mf \ March 7th, 1900, 
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Subject: Requesting exemption for customs dues for Mr. 


E.de Cartier, Belgian Charge d'affaires, who is 


going home on leave. Alse request instructions | 


as to best course to follow in similar cases, 
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TION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


March 7th, 1900 


wes 


eo 


t in the matter be ascertein- 


ed, and I be instructed how most conveniently te meet then, 


* 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, | 


“Your obedient servant 
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cretary of State. 


Subject: Information fer Isthmian Canal Commission. Report 


ef Charles D. Jameson, American engineer, 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. : 


March 8th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, : 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. . He, 
Sir:- 
In partial response to Department Circular"Information 
for Isthmian Canal Cemmission" ef Nevember lst, 1899, 
have the honor te enclose herewith a most interesting and 


valuable repert, with map, furnished at request by Mr. 


. ; 


Charles D. Jameson, an American engineer who has industrious- 
ly devoted the last feur years te traveling over Nerthern 


China and most carefully and intelligently studying her 


& 


mineral resources and mining possibilities. 


I consider him better equipped upon this subject than 


other man in China, and believe his report of great. 
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77¢__ Pekin, 
March 9, 1900, 


Received $3.06 P. M, 


{ 
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Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


Referring to your instruction 225 and my despatch 
number 316, missionary troubles still spreading. The 
situation very critical. The Ministers of England, 
France, Germany, Italy and the Umited States today sent 

identical note de- 
manding publication of strong Imperial Decree without 
delay. If Chinese Government absolutely refuse and 


the situation does not materially improve, I advise naval 
demonstration by war vessels of each Government should be 


made in morth Chinese waters. My colleagues have telegraph- 


ed their governments similarly. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


an 


ecretary of State: 
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RECD. &Y PR 24 1900 


pi ch 10th, 1900. 


to 


Secretary of State. 


ect: Confirming Legation's telegram of the 9th instant, 
ritical state of affairs in Shantung. Recommends 


naval demonstration in Bay of Chili. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


-~ 


March 10th, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Confirming on the overleaf my telegram of the 9th 
instant, and continuing the subject matter of my despatch 
No. 516 of January 29th last, in which I reported that, after 
a conference of the English, German, French and American. 
Ministers, the situation caused by the "Boxer® and "Big Sword" 
societies was considered so serious that, on January 27th, 
identical notes were sent by the Ministers to the Tsungli 
Yamen requesting that an Imperial Decree be issued and pub- 
lished, naming these two socities and ordering their immedi- 
ate suppression, etc., copy of which was transmitted in said 
despatch,- I have the honor to report that not receiving 
reply, I wrote again on February 6th and 21st, copies en- 
closed. 

» Pebruary 25th the four Ministers received reply, 


rc eer of which I — informing them that a De- 
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Governor of Shantung to issue protlamations prohibiting the 


societies, etc. 


This did not comply with our request, and so another 
conference of the Ministers, in which the Italian Minister 
joined, was held,and it was decided to each send another 
identical note repeating our former peueeet and adding that 
the decree should be published in the Peking Gazette--the 

decree of January llth sable: been thus published. This 
note was prepared February 27th, and a personal joint con- 
ference with the Tsungli Yamen arranged for March 2nd at 

which these notes were to be deliveres. But, on March lst, 


a note was received enclosing a copy of a proclamation em- 


bodying a "secret decree” which had been issued by the Vice- 
roy of Chilig translation enclosed. 

- This decree was an excellent one, but it did not mention 
the "Big Sword" society, nor had it been given the publicity 
of the Peking Gazette as had the mischievous one of January 

llth, 


The five Ministers, therefore, called in a body on the 


Tsungli Yamen on March 2nd, and each reiterated his demand 
that the decree should be published in the Peking Gazette 
and that rc should name both societies. The Prince and Min~ 


_  daters replied that the "Big Sword" society was not named 
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_ way to deal with the trouble was the publishing of a decree 
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because it had in fact become merged into the "Boxers", and 
that sending out a decree as they had this was more effective 
than if published in the Peking Gaxette. We insisted that 

it should still have such publication , because in no other 
way oon it become generally authoritatively known, and so 


counteract the ill effect of the decree of January l1ith. 


They replied that it was not in accordance with Chinese law 


to publish a decree in the Gazette after it had already been 


otherwise promulgated. We left our notes, and they promised 


to consider the matter and reply to us in writing . 
On the 7th instant an identical note was received by 
each Minister repeating the excuses made to us verbally and 


# 


declining to comply with our request, translation of which 
I enclose, 

In the meantime the “Boxers” have been continually or~ 
ganizing, drilling iii spreading. They are insolent, abusive 
and threatening to both missionaries and native Christians, 
but making no recent actual attacks. Yet the missionaries 


are still confined to their homes, and their work practically 


abandoned. 
Another conference of the five ministers was held yes- 


terday and it was unanimously agreedthat the only effective 


, the excuses of 


the eoumwit Yamen were only frivolous, and that there could 
be no assurance of safety for native Christians or any for- 
eigners until it was done,- we decided to semd another iden- 
tical note informing them that their reply was wholly inad- 
equate and unsatisfactory, and insisting that our demand 
should be complied with without delay,and if it was not, we 
should advise our governments to take such other measures as 
would insure the protection of their respective nationals. 
hk I enclose a copy of the note. 

I ought to add that it is believed their reason for 
not mentioning the "Big Sword" society in the decree is be- 
cause the late Governor Yu of Shantung, whom we had removed, 
was either directly connected or in collusion with this S, 
society. But a special reason for their unwillingness to 
publish the decree in the Gazette is because, since our meet- 
ing with the Tsungli vase it has been publicly known that 
re Ministers have demanded it, and a compliance therewith 
will, it is thought, cause the Tsungli Yamen to “lose face" 
with their people, It is my firm conviction that a compli- 
ance with our request is all important. 

The Chinese Government have,either purposely or through 
pom ofa general intdies, flagrantly trifled with this 


matter from the bi ginning, and have grossly violated their 
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never experienced a situation so generally critical, 


the Chinese. Rieareiet should, therefere, be made to 
asbtatvely wnteravant sed we intend not only to sich upon, 
but to compel such treatment and protection si missionaries 
and their converts as the treaties provide. 

It is believed by all the Matswees. that if the Tsungli 
Yamen does not respond favorably to our request, that a naval 
demonstration made by two or three ships of each Government, 
in the Bay of Chili would make them eeupiy quickly. But 
in ease this should fail, » if, as a last resort, a marine 
guard was landed by each power, to be See to Pebine, on 
the plea of protecting the foreign Legations, there would be 
little doubt of ready compliance, because nothing could cha- 
grin or grieve wees more than for the word to go forth that 

hraKicaksen 
they could not preserve order or pretect-at their Imperial 
capital, and they would do almost anything rather than have 
this happen again, 
the five Ministers all agree with this, and are so ad- 
vising their respective Governments by telegraph and by 
despatch. 
I trust these mansattone will meet with the Depart- 
ment's approval, and that,upon receipt of my telegram of 


yesterday , and from what is already known of the situation, 


arrangements 
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. ts are being made with the Navy Department prepar- 
atory to a movement by two or more vessels, if it should be 
- mecessary, of which I will give the Department of State 
due notice by cable. . 
T have the honor to be, 
“ Sir, - : 
: d Your obedient servant 
Enclosures: 
| 1. Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, February 6th, 1900, 
2. Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, February 2ist, 1900, 
5. The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, February 25th, 1900, 
_s (Translation. 
4. The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, March lst, 1900, 
(Translation) 
~ 5. The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, March 7th, 1900. 
7 . (Translation) 
6. Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, March 2nd, 1900. 
i) 
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REFERRING TO YOUR INSTRUCTION 223 AND MY DESPATCH 

WO. 316. MISSIONARY TROUBLES STILL SPREADING. THE SITUATION VERY 
CRITICAL. THE MINISTERS OF ENGLAND, FRANCE, GERMANY, ITALY AND 
THE UNITED STATES TO-DAY SENT FOREIGN OFFICE SECOND SERIES IDEN- 


TICAL NOTE DEMANDING PUBLICATION OF STRONG IMPERIAL DECREE 


WITHOUT DELAY. IF CHINESE GOVERNMENT ABSOLUTELY REFUSE AND THE 


" SITUATION DOES NOT MATERIALLY IMPROVE I ADVISE NAVAL DEMONSTRATION 


° 
. . * 


WAR VESSELS OF BACH GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE MADE IN NORTH CHINA 


* 


WATERS. MY COLLEAGUES HAVE TELEGRAPHED THEIR GOVERNMENTS SIM- 


‘ e . 


ILARLY. 


‘. ‘Pnelosure No. / in Despatch No. ee 
No. 166. -—Ss Mr. Conger to the Tsung 11 Yamen. ~ 
Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, February 6th, 1906, 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 

I have the honor to report to Your Highness and Your 
Excellencies that I have just received telegraphic information 
from the American missionaries at Ptang Chuang that the "Boxers" 
in Hsiachin and Enhsien are still agressive, insolent and un- 
arrested, that the prociar.ations are disregarded and the situa- 
tion continues dangerous, 

In view of the Decree of January 4th ultimo from the 
Trees 00 oreenaes and proclamations of Governor Yuan, and the 
repeated assurances of Your Highness and Your Excellencies upon 
this subject, this state of affairs is certainly most remark- 
able, and if it continues much longer will justify the conclu- 
sion that China is either unwilling to carry out her treaty 
obligations or that she is unable to, Neither of these presump- 
tions can she afford to have entertained by beterceted and friend- 
ly powers. Why then does she not promptly suppress th® trouble 
and punish the criminals? 

8 Awaiting a favorable reply to my note of January 27th 
on this same Bubject, I avail myself of the occasion to assure 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies of my highest consideration. 
(Signed) &. H, Conger. 

To | 

His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli 


Yamen, etc., etc., etc. 
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Enclosure No.ct in Despatch No. JSS 
Mr. Conger to the Tsung 1i Yamen. 

F.0.No. 175. Legation of the United States of America. 

Peking, China, February 21st, 1900, 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 
‘ ,  €@n the 27th ultime IT had the honor to address to Your 
Highness and Your Excellencies a note upon the deplorable situ- 
ation in Shantung brought about by the rioting, robbing and per- 
secutions committed by the "Boxer" and "Big Knife" societies, 
in which I pointed out the necessity, and requested the publish- 
ing of an Imperial Decree whéch should accomplish the complete 
suppression and abolition of these two lawless and destructive 
organizations. 

I am surprised that it has remained so long unanswered. 
The importance of the subject, and the gravity of the situation 


merited an early reply. I therefore beg that Your Highness and 
the | 


r careful and considerate 


attention which it requires, will. immediately reply thereto. 


Your Excellencies, giving the matte 


I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your High- 


ness and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest considera- 
tion. 


ad 


(Signed) E.H. Conger. 
To : 


His Highness, Prince Ching, | 
and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsung li 


Yamen, etc., | Cte, etc. 
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Enclosure No 3 with despatch No IIE 


No 156, 
Peking February 25th, I900. 
Your Excellency: - 
On the 2Ist instant, the Prince anid Ministers had 
the honor to receive a communication from the Minister of the 
United States, in revard to the troubles in Shantung, caused 


by the organizaticns of outlaws, in which it was pointed out 


that in his former communication (January 27th), the request 


was made that an Imperial Decree be issued ordering that these 


organizations be stringently prohibitted, out up to the pres- 
ent time no reply had been received; and the Minister of the 
United States asked that the matter be submitted to the 

Throne, as originally requested and a reply sent to him,etc,. 


In regard to this matter, the Prince and Ministers 


have the honor to state that, on the I9th instant, the Yamen 


presented a memorial to the Throne and a Decree was issued, 
at the time, ordering the Viceroy of Chihli and Governor of 
Shantung, to issue proclamations, for the information of the 


people, stringently prohibitting (these sdcities). 


To His Excellency, 


Edwin H, Conger, 


etc, etc, etc. 
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Enclosure No 4f with despatch No GFF 


Received March Ist, I900. 


The Tsung li Yamen to Mr Conger. 


No I57. | : 
Peking March Ist, I900. 


Your Excellency: - 

In the matter of stringently prohibitting the 
Society called the"Boxers", -that have been causing trouble 
in the provinces of Chihli and Shantung, some time ago the 
‘view memoralized the Throne and in obedience to an Imperial 
Decree, sent instructions to the Viceroy of Chihli, and Gov- 
-ernor of Shantung, to issue proclamations stringently pro- 


hibitting it. On the 25th of February, the Prince and Minisr 


ters had the honor of addressing the Minister of the United * 


: % 
the RE te BR AO Oy. 


States aa ths Subject. : | - i 
The Vicercy ot chihli has now reported that he has 

issued Circular Instructions to the officers of the various 

districts to put out proclamations for the information of + 

the people. The Viceroy also submits a draft of the proclama- 

tion . On receipt of a reply from the Governor of theitune. 

“the Yamen will communicate same to the Minister of the 

United States, and as in duty bound they send a copy of the 

bemes on the proclamation of the Viceroy of Chihli for his 

information. 

To His adh ona. 

Bawin H, Ccnger, 

etc, etc, etc. ce 
Enclosure;- Copy of Proclamat fon as above, 
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Q) Enclosure No. 4 in Despatch No, 99 


Proclamation oy the Viceroy of Chihli:- in the 
matter of the issuance of stringent prohibitions, 
On the 2Ist of February, IS00, the Viceroy received 
the follcwing Decree:- " The Tsung li Yamen have meme réaliza 
Us requesting that Qur commands be issued siringently pro- 
hibitting the society called the" Boxers", Last year 
tha Governor of Shantung, telegraphed that in the various 
districts, the societv called tha"Fist of Richteous Harmony"- 
an enemy tc christianity, had been committing trouble every- 
wheres They had also extended their depreiaticons to the 
scuthern part of the prevince cf Chihli. We repeateily 
{ssued Our instructions to the Viceroy of Chihli and Governor 
: .. se ey to despatch soldiers to prevent these acts of 
violence and preserve order. This class of society is secret- 
ly formed and the members collect in numbers and create t rou- 
ble. If stringent measures are not taken to prevent this ,the 
ignorant pecple will become excited with suspicion, which 
feeling will daily spread and increase, and result in sericus 
consequences. It will than oe necessary to use armed forces 
to suppress the evil, and this may lead to serious loss of 
life. We cannot bear the idea of causing lives to be taken 
ious Piet admonishing the people. 
Let the Viceroy of Chihli and Governor of Shantune, 
issue proclamations that (this society) must be stringently 


prchibitted, so that the people may know that the secret 


formation of such an organization is in violation cf law and 


that the evil practices of it must positively be cotten rid 


of, and efforts put forth to make the pecple good. Should 
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those who have been misguided, not awake to the sense of 


their position, and still follow their old ways, they are to 
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be at once severely dealt with, and no leniency whatever 


will 
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will be shown. Both non-christians and converts, are, alike, 


Our subjects, and when cases of litigation arise between them 


the local authérities must decide them in accordance with jus- 
tice; they should merely distinsuish chiens the right and 

the wrceng, ied ask on tc whether a person is a christian or 
non-christian, and not the least partiality is tc ve shown, - 
thus showing Our desire to treat all alike with the same 
kindness. Let this be known (to the deaces of Chihli and 
Governor cf Shantung)", 


fhe statutes riccrcusly prchindit lcafers ,whc have 


no particular cccupaticn and who style themselves teachers 


in the practice of the art of noxing and quarterstat? from 
teaching these thihbgs; or, pupils to employ these men and 


study this art; it is also a violation of law for persons to 


brandish arms and do acrobatic feats; or, to roam abuot the 
Streets and market places deceiving the people for the pur- 
pose of gain. Teachers violating the law in the above cae 


respect, after arrest, will be punished with & hundred vlows, 4 


and banished 8,000 li; those who study and practice the art, 


receive 100.olows ani banishment for three years, and on 


expiration of their term of panishment.they are to be escortaad, 
r | 
to their homes, and there kept under the strictest restraint. 


If these persons are harbvored in houses, inns, cr temples,and 


there whereabouts not reported.,thecTi Pac, cr head wari man, 
who fail to arrest them wii) pesaive 80 blows. 

The teaching of ae ae ideas stafl, and for 
pereone to deceive the people for the purvose of eain, are, 
therefore, violaticns of law. Moreover, cf late, simple and 

‘teeseent Sareone:have been deceives and influenced by brig- 


ask 
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cannon, and they have, therefore, secretly formed the soclety 


ealled the "Fist of Righteous Harmony"-the members of which 


| f | 
pesist the soldiers. Such acts show that they have no respect 


fixed in their decision. 


your minds, and you then remain obstinately fixed in a delus- 


the local officers to stringently forbid these lawless acts, 
_ and those found guilty to punish them, the Viceroy issues 
‘this proclamation so that the gentryvand pecple of all clases 
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their vodies, so that they can withstand the fire of cuns or 


have practised boxing and quarter staff, which has spread 

to all quarters,-as an enemy of christianity. This society 
has created trouble and disturbances, and on soldiers being 
despatched to arrest the evil doers, they have been fierce 


and aggressive and even dared to rely on their numbers and 


for the law; and, although they have been repeatedly admon- 
ished by the civil and military officers, still a great num- 
ber outwardly agree to abide by the injunctions issued, while 


inwardly they set defiance to the law, and remain obstinately 


Just reflect for a moment! the converts and non- 
christians are alike, the subjects of Our Sovereign, and when 
differences exist between them, . these should be laid before 
the offictals for adjustment. But for persons to suddenly 
concrecate in numbers, use weapons, burn and destroy houese, 
pillase and steal, commit murder, and resist the authority 
of the officials, -such acts are nothing more or less’. than 
those that robbers or highwaymen commit. 

You pecple must pear in mind, that you all have 
families living. Why shoule you then allow yourselves to be 


influenced by banditti and outlaws, who excite suspicion in 


ion and trample on the laws that will lead to your punish- 


ment? Now besides having sent Circular Instructions to all 
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in the various districts may know, that they must not induce 
oheuauhy to secretly form societies and practice boxing and 


quart er staff, which are acts prohibitted by law. For persons 


to collect together in numbers and relying on their strength 


to rob and plunder, are acts that the law certainly cannot 


forgive. The local authorities are hereby instructed to 


arrest and punish those who set up boxing establishments, as 


well as the leading criminals who excite suspicion in the 


minds of the common peopleand thereby create trouble, They 


must net. on anyacopunte allowed to escape the arm of the 
law. The ignorant wi comeicn people who have been induced to 
join the society and practice boxing ,should all reform 

and mend their ways and stop this evil practice, They should 
make an effort to neuene gsood loyal subjects, attending to 
their proper suthen of life. Those who reform and mend 


their ways, will receive lenient treatment, and their past 


deeds forgctten, but those who persist in their refusal to 


repent of their former misdeeds and continue to follow their 


old course, and set up boxinzs establishments, and for the 


‘purpose of gain mislead the minds of the people,-these will 


be arrested by the civil and military authorities and stren- 
uously punished. Not the least leniency will be shown them. 
The non-christians and converts, are both subject: 


of Our Sovereicn, who treats them all alike with the same 


kindly feeling, without any distinction being made. If cases 


of litigation arise, these should be decided by the proper 


authorities. The non-christians should not act with effron- 


* 


tery and show a feeling of hatred towards the christians, 
which will lead to trouble. The christians, on the cther hang 


-. 


should not create trouble fe insulting the pserte and heap 
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so as to urgetheir protection to secure victory in their 
| 


disputes. The officials must reverently abide by and observe : 


the treaties, and justly and equitably decide the cases that 


come up, according to their merits, irrespective of christian 


of non-christian, and not show the least partiality. 


Christians and non-christians, alike, must attend to their 


> 


own affairs and observe the law, They should do away with 


all illfeeling, and be sincere friends. This is the earnest 


wish of the Vicercy. 


Let all tremolingly obey and none disobey this 


special proclamat ion. 
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Peking March 7th, I900. 


Your Excellency: - 


On the 2nd of March, the Prince and Ministers had 
the honor to receive a communication from the Minister of 
the United States, acknowledgéns the Yamen" 3 communication 
(of 25th February),on the subject of the anti-christian 
disturbances. in Shantung and Chihli. As the Yamen had not 
acceded to thé: request made(of January 27th),the Minister of 


the United States, beeced to repeat a portion of that des- 


patch, with the addition of the words"in the Peking Gazette". 
Ft was pointed cut that nothing less than this would put an 


end to the outrsges against christians which have lately been 
so prevalent in Chihli and Shantung, and should the Chinese 
Government refuse this reasonabbesrequest, the pbaabcaantes 
of further disorder in the districts concerned cannot fail 
to be most srt enaht sérious, etc, etc, etc. 

.In reply, the Prince and Ministers would beg to 
ais that on the Ist of March, they received a copy of 
the draft of a proclamation from the Viceroy of Chihli, 
issued in accordance with an Imperial Decree, stringently 
prohibitting(the Society called the Boxers "). A copy of this 
proclamation was at once sent to the Minister of the United 
States. the Manes hea, therefore, cupeied cut the request 
made to stvindentiy prohibit this piuidetius anti-christian 
organization by memorfalizing the Throne on the subject; and 


the Imperial assent was received. The Decree that was issued 
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by them. The Decree is known as a confidential letter sent 
direct from the palace to the hichest vrovinctal officers 
with instructions for their guidance in important matters; 
and whenever one is issued on matters of business, it Is 
at once transmitted to the provinces concerned, and on it’s 
receipt the high officers at once carry out the instructions 
issued. This is a more thorough way than the mere publica- 
tion of a Decree(in the Peking Gazette). Under the law special 
confidential Decrees are not sent to the Grand Secretariat, 
to be made public.in the case in question, as a memorial 
has already been presented to the Throne, and a confidential 
Decree issued, and sent from the palace to the high provin- 
cial authorities of Chihli and Shantung, it is not suitadle 
cor fitting to repeat the request to have the publication of 
the Decree appear(in the Peking Gazette). This is the law 
gcoverning the transaction of public business in China, and 
a+ 18 & aitficult matter to chance the system. The Viceroy 
of Chihli and Governor of Shantung, have received the Decree 
tc issue proclamations ci lameickie prohibitting(the Society), 
-and the nities against christians will not fail to fear and 
stand in dread of the awe-inspiring authority of the Sover- 
eign, and cease from ceeating trouble, 

Again it appears to the Prince and winisters that 
the reason why the Minister of the United States, wishes the 
Decree published in the Peking Gaxette, is merely to have it 
widely known among the people. He surely cannot know that 

while the Peking Gazette is extensively read in Peking, still 
in the provinces, it is only read oy the official classes; 
_,the common people do not read it. 


The Viceroy of Chihli and Governor of Shantung, 
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and the injunctions issued will be more widely known among 
the pecple than by the publication of the Decree in the 
Peking Gazette. The Prince and Ministers beg to ask the 
Minister of the United States, to again carefully look into 
this matter, and he will see that the statement they have 
made is perfectly true. 

The Minister cf the United States, residing inw- 
China cannot fail to thorsuchly know the conditions of the 
public administration of Chins, and the Prince and Ministers 
express the hope that he will be good enough to report the 


matter to the Honorable Secretary of State. 


To His Excellency, 
Edwin H, Conger, 


etc, etc, etc. 
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Enclosure No. b in Despatch No. IIGF 
Mr. Conger to the Tsung 1i Yamen. 
F. G. No. 176. - Legation of the United States of America. : 
ee Peking, China, March 2nd, 1900. 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Highness and Your Excellencies’ note of the 25th February in 
answer to my notes of the 27th of January and 2lst of February, 
on the subject of the Anti-Christian disturbances in Shantung 
and Chili. 

As the Yamen have not acceded to my request to obtain 
the issue of an Imperial Decree specified in my note of January 
27th, I beg to repeat a portion of that despatch with the addi- 
tion of the words "in the Peking Gazette". 

| I request that an Imperial Decree may be issued and 
published in the Peking Gazette, ordering by © name the complete 
suppression and abolition of the "Fist of Righteous Harmony" 
and "Big Sword" Societies, and I request that it may be dis- 
tinctly stated in the Decree, that. to belong to either of these 


Societies, or to harbor any of its members, is a criminal offense 


4 
against Chinese law. 


_ 


Nothing less than this will, I am convinced, put an 
end to the outpines exainst Christians which have lately been so 
prevalent in Chili and tantuns. 

Should the Chinese Government refuse this reasonable 
request, I shall be compelled to report to my Government, their 


failure to take what would be only an ordinary precaution against 4 


a most pernicious and anti-foreign organization. The consequence 
of further disorder in the districts concerned cannot fail to be a 
most extremely serious to the Chinese Government. 

I avail ayne at of this occasion to renew to Your High- 
ness and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consid- 
eration. 


(Signed) E. H. Conger. 
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Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsung li 
Yamen, etc., CtCe, etc, 
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 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
: PEKIN, CHINA. 


. Axis Secretary of State: 
i’ > Reo. ¥. * APR 94 1900 
‘y | 2 3APEI9O( March 10th, 1900. 
' Vee % iw ae | 
‘ “OR o¥ : | 
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. Conger to the , 


Secretary of State, | 


Subject: Protest filed against the appointment of the late 
Governor Yu Hsien of Shantung to any piace where 


he Will have control of missionaries or their work. 
-_ . 


(Ins. 223, January 18th, 1900, Des. No. 289, 
December 7th, 1900) 
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-LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


March 10th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, - » Vs 
Sir:= 

Referring to Department's instructions No. 225 of 
January 18th and my despatch No, 289 of December 7th which 
must have crossed: "en route", concerning the outrageous 
conduct of the late Governor Yu Hsien of Shantung, I have 
the honor to report that, acting upon a communication re- 
ceived from the missionaries at Chinan-fu, I filed with the 
Tsungli Yamen on the 6th instant, ,a formal protest against 
his future iapeliinnes to any place where he will have under 
his control either missionaries or their work. Copy of note 
enclosed, 

The missionaries suggested that he ought to, in some 
way, be severely punished, but he is so strongly intrenched 
hn Dikeetai saver that as would be clues to demand this, 
unless prepared to enforce it by force of arms, and since he 
has been wi thdrawn from the governorship, I have thought 


best 
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best to content myself with this protest. 
: I have the honor to be, 
Sir, ; 


Your obedient servant 


Enclosure: 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, March 6th, 1900. 
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Enclosure No.~ in Despatch No. IST 

ee, ek akuweésecees 
Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 

FF. GO. No.178. Legation of the United States of America. 

) Peking, China, March 6th, 1906, 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 

Without repeating in detail what has already been so fully 
and forcibly brought to the knowledge of Your Highness and Your 


Excellencies concerning the action of the late Governor Yu Heien 


of Shantung, I must insist that the rapid increase and speved 
of the "Boxers" during the last three months of his rule, the 
continued looting, robbery, despoiling and persecuting native 
Christians, culminating in the most horrible murder, while he 
did practically nothing to suppress chen, but repeatedly and 
falsely reported to Peking that all was quiet and peace being 
restored, together with much more sany inating evidence, proves 
conclusively that this man was acting in sympathy and collusion 
with the "Boxers" and is consequently an officer totally unfit 
to govern territority where foreigners, missionaries or their 
followers are located or interested, — | 

His conduct is in most flagrant disregard of treaty stip- 
ulations and cannot be either tolerated or overlooked. 

- herefore, because of all this, and in the interest of 
safety for the American missionaries and their followers, I 
herewith file a formal and most emphatic protest against his 
future appointment to any place where he will have under his 
control either missionaries or their work. 


T avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness 


and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) E. H. Conger. 
oe 
His Highness, Prince Ching, | 
and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli 


Yamen, etc., a ee ete. 


Pend . 
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March 12th, 1900, 


. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Certain regulations prescribed by the Governor 


2 


ef Shantung fer the protection of missionaries, 


and to which they object, Shantung officials de- 


sire certain information as to missionary stations, 


My instructiens te Consul Fowler in regard to. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


March 12th, 
fo the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 
I have the honer. to enclose herewith copies of 
1. Certain regulations prescribed by the Governor of 
Shantung for the proteétion:of missionaries. 
Re My instruction to:.Consul Fowler thereto. 
5. Protest of missionaries against these instructions, 
4. My reply thereto. 
5. Request of Shantung officials for information concern- 
ing the number, location and persons in charge of mission- 
ary stations in that province. 
6. Instruction thereon to Consul Fowler, 

Trusting this action will accord with the views of the 
‘Department of State, 


I have the honor to be,Sir, . 


Your obedient servant 
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Enclosure No. / in Despatch No. IFO 
Li Taotai to Consul Fowler. 
25yr 12th Moon 22nd day. 
(January 22nd 1906). 
I have received from the Bureaw of Foreign Affairs for the 


of Shantung the following communication? ~ 


*Ori the second day of the present moon(Jany 2nd) I had 

the; honor to receive instructions from H.F. the Governor &s 
follows: “Whereas I have been recently informed that the Boxers 
have spread to various parts for the purpose of sreating trouble 
and in view of the fact that a great number of Foreign Mission- 
aries come to various parts of this Province, it is very ¢ssén- 
tial that due notice should be given and measures taken for their 
safety. You will therefore communicate with the heads of the 
Missions of the different naticnalities to in turn inform their 
respective missionaries that.they must not come and fo as they 
please, but when it is absolutely necessary for them to travel 
on. important matters, they must report to the nearest local 
official (en route) who will provide them with a military es- 
cort for their protection and thereby prevent any mishaps. 

Apart from directing the Provincial Treasurer and Judge to 
in tuen-order the Prefects and Magistrate to comply with these 


provisions, I have now to instruct you to act accordingly.” 


I have also had the honor to receive, this day, the following 


supplemantary instructions from His Excellency:- 


"Having recently been informed that the Boxers are creat ing 
trouble, it is important that you should look into the Treaties 
and afford due protection to churvhes and missionaries. You ee 
therefore instructed to promptly communicate with the Heads of 


Missions of various nationalities to hand in a aaat giving the 
following particulars: 
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)1)Number of places where there are churches within the province 


of Shantung. 
(2) Number and names of Foreign Missionaries. 
(3) Their present residence. 
(4) Whether or not they héld Tsungli Yamen passports. 
And you will submit a Return to me in order that I may issue 


instructions within my jurisdiction to afford official protection | 


Such Missionaries as may refuse to comply with your request, 
in the event of trouble being caused by the above mentioned 
evildoers, the local officials cannot well be held responsible 
for their safety. Do not fail in observing these instructions." 

In view of the above, apart from communicating with the 
Heads of the various Missions and in other quarters, it becomes 
my duty to ad@ress this despatch to you with the hope that you 
will request H.B.M. Consul to in turn inform his missionaries 
to conform to these provisions. I trust that you will give this 
matter your immediate attention." 

Being in receipt of the above, exclusive of communicating 
in the proper quarters, it becomes my duty to address this de- 


spatch to you with the request that vou will inform your mis- 


sionaries to act in compliance with the above. 


(Seal) 
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Enclosure No. A in Despatch No. 3¥O 


Con.No.562. Mr. Conger to Mr. Fowler 


Legation of the United States of America. 


Peking, China, February lst, 19600, 
John Fowler, Esquire, 
—_Jnited States Consul, 

Chefoo. 
Sir:- 

I have received your No, 264 of the 24th ultimo, enclosing 
copy and translation of a despatch from the Taotai communicating 
to you certain regulations prescribed by the Governor of Shantung 
for the protection of missionaries in that province. 

I have read your despatches Nos. 44 and 42 of July 26th | 
and 27th, 1897, and the reculations then made by the Governor for 
the presentation of wieder and Minister Denby's instruction 
to vou at the time, which I endorse and approve. Neither the 
situation nor the demand now is the same. 

The demand then was that all travelling missionaries should 
present passports to all magistrates whether denanded or not. No 
such requirement is now made. It was apparently not at a time 
of unusual trouble or danger. 

The present is a time of unusal trouble and grave danger, 
and while we should in no manner agree that missionaries may 
of right be put to all the inconvenience imposed by these regu- 
lations, yet in view of the existing critical situation, which 
amounts almost to a rebellion, I think it wise to advise the 
missionaries for the present to carefully comply with the regu- 
lations, thus showing that we are all willing to aid so far as 
possible in restoring order and safety? 

You should, however, give the officials to clearly under- 
stand that the regulations must be only temporary, and that in 
complying with them for a brief period we vield none of the right 


or privils 


@s accruing to us “under the treaties. | 
’ E.H.Conger 
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Enclosure No. 3 in Despatch No. I“ O 


American Presbyterian Mission in Chefoo to Mr. Fowler. 


Chefoo, China, February 19-1960. 

John Fowler, Esquire, 
Dear Sir:- 

De We the rmermbers of the Aner ican Presbyterian Mission 
nig Chefoo would acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 
2178M.S. dated February 14th 1960, In accordance with this we 
understand that we are instructed to comply with the demands of 
the native authorities, only to travel when necessary and then 
only under military escort furnished by the nearest local offi- 
cial. We are alse required to hand in a list of the following 
particulars:- 

1. Number of places where there are am churches in Shantung. 
fNunber and name of Foreign Misicnaries. 

S. Their present residence. | 

4. Whether they hold Tsungli Yamen passports. 

It ig also stated that if these instructions are not complied — 
with, the native authorities cannot well be held responsible for 
our safety. 

In reply to these demands we would respectfully state: 

1. That we consgder it an injustice that we American missionaries _ 
should be thus limited, yea practically prohibited from travel- 
ling and carrying on our missionary work, te which we have a@ 
perfect right according to treaty, while German mining engineers | 
and railway prospectors travel without restraint over the prov- | 
ince unfamiliar with the language and customs and consequently 
provoking dissatisfaction. 
2. We are unwilling to comply with the instructions to inform 
the Chinese government of our intended itinerating trips that 


they may supply us with an escort for the following reasons: 


(1) because such an escort would defeat the very purpose 
of our itinerating, for it would interfere with the holding 
of public services and of preaching. 


% 
Br 


aa 


Pe 1 


(2) it would provoke i11-feeling and trouble in parts of the 
country now perfectly friendly. 

(3) in case of trouble such a guard could not be depended upon 

to afford the necessary prétection as was shown abundantly on 
several occasions recently with the Germans. 

In reference to the point of knowing the number of places 
where we have churches, we feel that this treating our work as 

if it were contrary to treaty rights. Purthermore we feel that 
this will be but the beginning of a series of demands for fur- 
ther particulars concerning our schools and native congretations 
for the purpose of harassing, our Mission work if not of detroving 
it. Whatever may be the motive however such will be the effect. 
As a proof of this we would mention the fact that a few years 
ago the names and places of our churches and schools in the 
district of Chihia were given to the local magistrate in pursu- 
ance of similar instructions as the above. The consequence was 
that these places were visit ed by the underlings of the offi- 
cial and our native Christians branded in the pyes of the people 
as being proscribed and as being evildoers and their meeting 
places as evil resorts. Some vears ago the officials in the dis- 
trict of Chimoa, on the plea of wanting to better protect the 
native Christians in their district, made such a list. Not only 
were the Christians not protected, but they were exposed to even 
ereater persecution than before, which has not ceased yet. 

In reference to the point of our having Tsungli Yamen pass- 

ports, we believe that as American citizens we have the right to 


claim protection according to treaty right whether we have such 


passports or not. 
We are 
Your obedient servants, 
Hunter Corbett 
W.C.Elterich 
Geo. Cornwell 
Wn. John Nevins. 
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Mr. Conger to Mr. Fowler. 
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Con. No. 584. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, February 26th, 1960, 
John Fowler, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 
Chefoo, 
Sir:- 

I have received your No. 277, and also your No. 281 with 
its enclosed protest from the American Presbyterian Missionaries 
against the advice given them to comply temporarily with the 
regulations of the Governor in regard to traveling without escort 
&ec, during the very serious and critical conditions which at 
present exist in that province. 

I am surprised and pained that they, instead of expressing a 
willingness to help the Chinese Government to protect the native 
Christians, and save the lives of the missionaries, unitedly and 


by a public protest would embarrass and obstruct its efforts, as 


well as those of the United States officials in their behalf. 

: They say they consider it an injustice that they are prohib- 

-lted from travelling &¢. while German mining engineers and rail- 
road prospectors travel without restraint. They can, notwithstand | 
ing the regulations, travel just as freely as the Germans do, if 
they are willing to take the same treatment from mobs, rioters 
and ruffians that the Germens receive, 

I can readily understand that the presence of even a small 
military escort would be a serious inconvenience to a mission- | 
ary’s itinerant work; but such an embarrassment would be infinite-_ 

ly preferable to a fate Like that of Rev. Mr. Brooks. 

The advice to the missionaries stated plainly that the arrange | 
ment was to be only temporary. And it is to be hoped that they 
can by friendly consultations with the local officials, deter- 
mine when the danger its passed and whether or not an escort 
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for particular trips is necessary. At any rate it might be under- 


stood that the escort was to be used only while on the road, and 


as soon as any village or station was reached, dismiss them. 


In the meantime both Imperial and Provincial authorities 


should be given to understand that order must be restored as 


speedily as possible so that the work allowed by treaty may net 
be unnecessarily burdened or interfered with, but go on as here- 
tofore, | 

As to the information which the regulations of the Governor 
require, = the protestors say that they consider that asking a 
knowledge of the number of places where churches exist, as treat- 
ing their work as if it were contrary to treaty rights. On the 
contrary it seems to me rather a recognition of their treaty 
Obligations. And if‘official protection is required, it is only 
reasonable that the officials should know where the places are. 
Tt certainly cannot be expected that churches and chapels can be 
hidden or Christian assemblages kept secret, 

As to furnishing the names and residences of foreign mission- 
aries, the treattes themselves especially require that this be 
done. 

The fact of whether or not thev hold Tsung 1i Yamen pass- 
ports is of no importance, and giving the information can, in 
my judgment, do no harm or good. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) E. H. Conger. 
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Enclosure No. SF in Despatch No. JHO 


Li Shen-hsiang, Magistrate and Acting Taotai, to Mr. Fowler. 
No date. 

I have just received a communication from the Prefect, who 
in turn has received instructions from the Bureau of Foreign 
Affairs, to obtain the following particulars within my jurisdic- 
tion (Chefooe and other places): 

(1) Churches (or chapels) and residences whether of Foreign or 
Chinese style. 

(2) Total number of same. 

(3) How many lis distant from the city. 

(4) Under what missionary's charge and nationality of same. 

(5) Whether Catholic or Protestant. 

(6) Whether Missionaries are foreign or Chinese and their names. 

(7) Whether they permanently reside at the station, or only 

visit it from time to time. 

IT am directed to at once look carefully into the matter 
and make a Return, I now, therefore, have the honor to trans- 
mit herewith copy of my instructions and beg to request that 
you will favor me with a reply giving in detail the information 
desired by the various clauses in order that I may transmit the 


the same. 


Trusting that you will give the matter your early attention 


and with compliments of the season, 


® 


T am, etc. 


Enclosure: 


Copy of Instructions from Prefect. 
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Mr. Conger to Mr. Fowler. 
Con. No.587. Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, China, February 28th, 1900. 
John Fowler, Esquire, | 
United States Consul, 
Chefoo,. 
Sir:- 
Acknowledging receipt of your No. 278 of the 17th instant 


enclosing copy of a despatch from the magistrate setting forth 
the requirement of certain information concerning the number and 
locations of mission stations, and the missionaries in charge,- 
T must say that to me the request for this information does not 

seem particularly wnreasonable, and covld be furnished with very 


little trouble, 


Of course we shall not and would not permit such onerous 


and annoying exactions as will materially interfere with the 
work guaranteed by treaty, or that will gradually tend tec an 
avoidance in a roundabout way of treaty obligations. 
What harm can come of givimg the number and location of 
-missionary stations, and the name and nativity of the mission- 
ary in charge, and whether permanently so or not, or whether 
the mission is Protestant or Catholic? I can certainly see none, 
unless it may be that this is only a beginning which may grad- 
ually lead up to more onerous and possibly prohibitive demands. 
But at the unreasonable point a halt may be called. Cer- 
tainly refusing reasonable demands will not add any streukth to : 
unreasonable ones when that may become necessary. 4 


¥rom what the missionaries report as to the Catholics I 


should think they would deem it greatly to their advantage if it 
were definitely known that they are Protestants. It is, however, — 


- @ question the missionaries must decide for themselves. 


You 
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You should nitify them of the request, and if they can fur- 
nish me with reasonable objections sufficiently pertinent and 
potent to sustain the contention I shall be perfectly willing 
to make the protest, 

But on their account we cannot afford to take a position 
that ¢c annot be sucessfully maintained, or that will in the end 
prejudice or harm future missionary work or usefulness, 

Tt should be remembered that we exact most annoying, burden- 
some, and what seems to them most unreasonable and unnecessary 
requirements from the Chinese residing in the United States, and 
which the Chinese officials are quite ready to quote in defense 
of what they ask of the missionaries resident in China. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) FE. H. Conger. 
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Mr, Conger to. © 


Secretary of State, 


ect: Transmitting, under separate cover, Chronicle 


Directory for China, etc,, for year 1900, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. | 


March 12th, 1900, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. ‘ 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to tranemit, under separate cover, 
copy of the Chronicle and Directory for China, Japan, Stra 
Settlements, Indo-China, Philippines, etc., for the year 
1900, 

and to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Secretary of State. 


Translation of Imperial Decree announcing the 


arrest and punishment of five Hanlans, members of 


the reform party. Chief charges against one were 


that he was associated with foreigners in the 


s 


development of China, Effect of these persecutions 


on foreign enterprises is very bad. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


To the 


John Hay, 


perial Decree published on the 9th instant. 


This is tangible evidence of the very strong anti-for- 


-Suech persecution is a warning to officials everywhere. 
against helping foreigners or learning anything from them; 
this result is now very apparent in Peking and is made worse 
by the evident protection being extended to the so-called 
"Boxers" who have been so violently persecuting Christians, 


and whose members are esteemed by the Government as patriots 


whose avowed object is to deliver China from all foreigners. 


PEKIN, CHINA. 


: } March 13th, 1900, 


Honorable 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to enclose a translation of an Inm- 


> ; 


7 
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The five Hanlans condemned in the Decree, it is under- 


» Were all members of the reform party, but it is known 


% that — 


o 


that the chief offense of at least two of the principal ones 
was Selle adnccbatea with foreigners in their authorized 
schemes for the development of China. 

Wu Shih Chao was the Chinese Director of the Peking 
Syndicate - English. The British Minister,protested against 
his removal but without avail. 

Kuei To was opening mines in Manchuria in some foreign 


fashion, 


It is reported that many other arrests are to be made. 


It is possible that these men are known or believed by the 
Throne to be connected or in sympathy with Kang Yu Wei; but 
the effect is never-the-less to make Chinese officials and 


capitalists afraid to undertake new work or new developments, 


and is doing China great harm, but it seems impossible to 


make her realize a%, 
: I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


A Decree published tn the Manuscript Peking Gazette | 


. 


of March 9th, I900. | 
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We have received a Memorial from the High Officers 
of the HanLin College,(imperdal College of Literature) in 


regard to the question of di: the conduct of indiv- 


idual officers of the College, and based upon adduced facts 
they have denounced certain officers. 

Kuei To, a Hanlin Compiler of the 2nd class, had 
undertaken the management of commercial affairs, but under 
his management, he failed to attain sae Gunde. ue has 
been used to no proper purpose and he has been guilty of 
pilfering,. Let him be handed over to the Board for the 3 
Prsven areSe of a penalty. 

Chou Hsi-ngen, -a Hanlin Compiler of the 2nd class, . 
who is at present at his native ae 


way of doing businesgyis, by bragging and boasting; he is 


particular 


. frivolous and fickle-minded, brazen-faced and careless of 
public opinion, Let him be suspended from his official duties 
and handed over to the Local officers concerned to be kept 


under the strictest discipline. 


» @ Hanlin of the 2nd class, is a man 


y disposition,whose princi- 


been expounding the meaning of 


“»Which for the most part 


ents. Wu Shih-chao, a Hanlin 


e@, has been sitting quietly taking 
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Compiler of the 2nd class, is wild and mad with the loss~ of- 
right feeling disease, and is perverse, contumacious, and 
false at heart. 

These three officials are certainly unworthy of 
theip official dress(official position), It was reconmended 
by the memorialists that these officers should have their 
official rank taken away, and handed over to the local offices 
to be kept under the strictest discipline, but this would | 
be treating them in a very lenient manner. 

Both Chen fing and Wu Shih-chao, have already been: 
deprived of their official rank. The officers of the College 
of Literature,ate hereby commanded to send these men to the 
Board of Pied ainents. to be by that Board transmitted to ‘* 
their native places,; and the Viceroy or Governor concerned, 
is to see that they are to be imprisoned for life in the 
Capitol of the province in which they reside. Shen Peng, some 
time ago, applied for home leave and left Peking. Lu Chuan- 
lin(the Acting Viceroy of Nanking), has memoralized Us by 
telegrash that he has been arrest ed and brought ‘before the 
Court. Let this degraded officer be incarcerated for life 
in the provincial capitol prison. 

The Imperial Céllege of Literature, is the impor-. 
tant precinct where the treasury of literary talent and 
learning is? and from it, selections are made for official 
rom yo the members of the College are all respectable per- 
sons and of good ernest. and they delight in proper behavior, 

| How is it that these unworthy persons should have attained a 
c —_— position? Let the Chancellor®of the College from 


to | time, hold an | invest igat Lon as to the class of men 


th ‘College, and those who set the rules and 


regulations at defiance and commit a breach of etiquette, 


they are to be rigorously denounced to Us for punishment, and 


On no account must any leniency be shown towards such. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State, 


‘ 


Subject: Request of Chinese Government that all missionaries — 
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and foreigners be instructed that on arriving at 


any district in the province of Shantung they must 


notify local Yamens and apply for escort. Lega- 


tion's reply. Protest of missionaries at Tungchow, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


March 16th, 1900, 


To the: Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to enclose iieninhionset a note re- 
ceived from the Tsungli Yamen on ‘eb Sth instant embodying: . 
a request from the Governor of Shantung that all missionaries 
and foreigners be instructed that on arriving at any distriet 
in the province they must at once proceed to the local Yamens 
and produce their*passports for examination and apply for 
escort, and that if | this is not‘done and trouble or harm 
occurs, the local officials. cannot be held responsible, etc, 

I ae replied that this whole matter:.was thoroughly. 
and exhaustively discussed in iWowember and December, 1893, 
and the SAR Corps sos ciebeiaia Sieadtainca and so advis- 
ed the Tsungli Yamen, that such a regulation would contravene 
the specific stipulations of: the treaties which prescribed 


: that passports were to be produced if demanded, and could 
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| ‘ : 
not be compliediwith , and that I agreed with their conclu- 
sions and was unable to si the instructions desired, That 
all ore eeereeraee would be found ready to produce 
their again a demanded as the treaty requires, and that 
when this } done China could in no way avoid her responsibil- 
ity for any trouble or harm that might occur, I also said 
that the American missionaries would always be ready to com 
ply with all requirements of the Chinese Government and to 
render aid in any practical efforts it may make to preserve 
order and avert calamities; but that these requirements were 
not practicable and would be a great hindrance to and an 
insupportable burden upon: the missionaries and their work; 
besides, if proper efforts were made by the officials, order 
sould be at once restored in Shantung and travel without 
escort made perfectly safe. Copy of my reply is enclosed, 

As bearing upon this same subject I enclose copy oft 
protest received March 14th. last. from the missionaries at 
Tungchow, province of Shantung, and my reply thereto. | 

uy colleagues interested agree with me upon the ques~- 


to , 


tion of presenting passports only after demand, and are so 
informing the Tsungli Yamen. But I must say that except 
for the specific stipulation "if demanded" in the treaty,it 


does not seem to me an unreasonable demand or a very burden- 


some one that foreigners should report their-arrival in any 
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district,-it is not an uncommon requirement in European 


countries - but the constant use of an escort would become. 


intolerable and should not be permanently agreed to, 


Trusting my action may meet the approval of the Depart+ 


ment, 
have the honor to eC, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Enclosures: 


Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Co-nger, March Sth, 1900, 
(Translation) 


Mr. Conger to Tsungli Yamen,March 15th, 1900, 
Mr. Hayes and others to Mr. Fowler, March 1st,1900, 


Mr. Conger to Mr. Fowler, March 14th, 1900. 
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Your Bxcellency:- 
On the 25th of January last, the Yamen received 
a communication from the Governor of Shantung, embodying a peti- 
tion from the Prefect of Tung Chang Prefecture, as follows: 
"Poreigners coming to China, for the purpose of travel or 
for Missionary work, have passports issued to them under the 


treaties, some of which are countersigned by the Tsungli Yamen, 


and some by the Customs Taotai, on application made by the consul - 
ar officers. The passports must be produced for examinaticn by 
the local authorities in the localities passed through, and proper 
protection accorded the holders ceecnall » Of recent years most cf 
the foreigners arriving in Shantung have not gone to the Yamen 

of the local authorities to present their passports for examina- 


tion, so that the Department and District Magistrates have had 


no way of ascertaining their movements. Supposing 6f route they 
should meet with an accident,whom will the blame fall upon? Be- 
sides, at present, there are anti-Christian disturbances in the 
| various districts, and if they are to make repeated journeys at 
their pleasure, they are bound to meet some unexpected calamity. 
It is right, therefore, to request that the matter be laid before 
the Tsung 1i Yamen, so that a coitmunication may be sent to the 
Foreign Ministers, requesting them to instruct missionaries and 
travellers, officers and others, that on passing through the 
Departments and Districts they must proceed to the Yamens of the 
local officers, produce their passports for examination and apply 
for an escort. The local authorities will at onee register their 


names, despatch an escort with them and inform the authorities 


of the next stage of the journey to take charge of and send men 
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to escort then. Missionaries who are travelling to a certain 


place to reside there, and do not want an escort from the next 


stage, on examination of their passports, their names will be 


registered, and extra special care be taken to protect them; but 


those who fail to produce their passports for examination, or to 
have their names registered, and who secretly travel about,if they 
happen to get into trouble, the local officers should not, in 

such cases, become involved or responsible." | 


The Yamen would observe that passports are issued to for- 


eign officials, missionaries and others, when traveling, so that 
they may have documentary authority to present to the officials 
for examination, and to enable them to give due protection. If, 
on entering any district, they fail to produce their passports 
for examination, how can the local officers know about their 
arrival at a place, who they are and of what nationality? Sup- 
posing they should get into trouble, how, in that case, can 
blame be attached to the local officers for being wanting in the 
discharge of their duties? 

The representations presented in the Governor's communi- 
cation have for their object the taking of proper precautions to 
avert calamities, and in sending this communication to the Min- 
ister of the United States, the Prince and Ministers beg that he 
will issue instructions to these concerned to act accordingly. 
To His Excellency 

Edwin H. Conger, 


etc., 
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Enclosure No. 4 in Despatch No. 343 
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Mr, Conger to the fsungli Yamen. 
F. 0. No. 182. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, March 16th, 1900, 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the note of 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies of the 8th instant embody- 
ing a request from the Governor of Shantung that all missionaries 
and foreign travellers be Spotrectes that on passing through the 
depattments and districts of that province, they must proceed 
directly to the Yamen of the local officers, produce their pass- 
ports for examination and apply for an seeerk. 

TI beg to reply that on November 10th 1893, this same matter 
was, by the Tsungli Yamen, presented to the Foreign Ministers 
resident in Peking, and the whole subject most thoroughly and ex- 
haustively discussed, with the resulting unanimous conclusion of 
the Diplomatic Corps that such a regulation wovld be in contra- 
vention of specific treaty stipulations and could not be complied 
with. 

For the reasons given in the’ correspondence of that date, 
which is of record and not necessary to be repeated, I agree with 
the conditions therein expressed, and am therefore unable to give 
the instructions rewseted. 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies will however find me 
@lways ready to advise Americans in China to comply with all 
reasonable requirements of the Chinese Government, and to render 
al] proper aid in its efforts to preserve order and avert calani- 
ties. But the requirements suggested are impracticable, and would 
be a great hindrance, and unsuppxtable burden upon the mission- 
aries and their work. 

; Besides, 
To His Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yamen, 


etc., - | etc., | etc. 
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Besides, if earnest and sufficient efforts are put forth by 


the officials in Shantung, order can be preserved and travel from 
place to place be perfectly safe. The foreigners will always be 


ready to produce their passports for examination if demanded as 


the treaties provide, and when this is done China can in no way 

avoid her responsibility for trouble or harm that may come. 
TI avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness 

and Your Excellencies the assurance of my high consideration. 


(Signed) RB. H. Conger. 
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Mr. Hayes and others to Mr. Fowler. 
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Tungchow, near Chefoo, March lst, 1966, 


To the Hon. John Fowler, 
' United States Consul, 

Chefoo,. 
Dear Sir:- 

We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your note 
enclosing a despatch from Li Taotai dated January 22nd 19600, 
transmitting orders from Governor Yuen, requiring inter alia that 
nissionaries shall not come and go as they please, but only when 
euortent business renders travel absolutely necessary, and then 
only under official escort. The despatch further states that in 
case missionaries refuse to comply with this request, and trouble 
should occur, then the local officials cannot well be held respon- 
sible for their safety. 

With regard to the above we respéctfully submit to you and 
through you to the U.S.Minister that were the country in a state 
of rebellion, and the authorities making vigorous efforts to sup- 
press the same, then we should regard it as incumbent on us to 
aid them by intermitting if necessary, our itinerant or evangel- 
istie work for a season. No such rebellion, however, exists, and 
the disturbances alluded to in the dispatch are plainly not be-~ 
yond the power of the Government to control, if it took active 
measures to do so. Seeing such is the case, it is the duty of the 


Governor to repress the law breaking, and not the law abiding 


portion of the community. We respectfu~lly contend that it ill 


becomes the provincial authorities, by calling on us to remain at 
home, to thus practically the avowed purpose of the Boxers, namely 
the extermination of Christianity throughout the Empire. To re- 
quire this of us, not only prevents further evangelization, but 


leaves our country stations at the merey of their eneries. We 


would 
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would further submit: 

le That the above despatch coupled with the fact that no sericus 
attempt ts made to repress the Boxers, indicates that the Imperial 
Government, while not in actual collusion with them, yet seeks thro 
through Governor Yuen to utilize them in restraining missionary 
activity. If this is not the case, why does it not seek to reé- 
press the Boxers by more effective means than mere proclamation? 
2. That it is both unreasonable and in violation of our treaty 
rights for the authorities who are pledged to carry out that 
treaty, either to hinder us, without sufficient reason, in the 
prosecution of the special work which we came here to dco, or to 
deny us protection while engaged in that work, especially when 
they are taking no effective measures to preserve the public 
peace. 

3. That in view of the stipulations of the treaty and the present 
attitude of the provincial Government towards the Boxers, it is 
not competent for Governor Yuen to declare that we must remain 

in our homes except when important business renders travel abso- 
lutely necessary, and that he has no right to refuee protection 
or reparation, in case of trouble, to those who travel without 
official escort. 

4. That the presence of an armed escort on our itinerant and 
evangelistic tours would create such a state of feeling as would 
largely frustrate the purpose for which they are made. Men whom 
we desire to reach and influence would avoid us, while others, 
seeking admission to the Chureh for the sake of its prestige, 
would be attracted. | 

In view of the above, we would protest against the despatch 

referred to being carried into effect, and respectfully urge upon 


the U.S.Minister to reconsider his action approving the same. 


Earnestly hoping that you, our Consul, will stand firm for our 


rights in this, as you have uniformly done in other matters, 
We are, 
Yours respectfully, 


(Signed) 
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So far as eastern Shantung is concerned I heartily 


agree with the above but in the disturbed regions of Western 


Shantung it may be the wise and proper course to thus temporarily 


restrict the rights of travel. 


(Signed) Jas. B. Neal. 
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Mr. Conger to Mr. Fowler. 
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Con. No. 603. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, March 14th, 1900. 
John Fowler, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 
Chefoo. 


I have received your No. 295 of the 9th instant with its 

enclosed protest from Rev. W. M. Hayes and other American mission- | 
aries and teachers at Tung chow against my advice to comply tempor=— 
arily with the regulations proposed bg the Governor of Shantung 
in regard to military escorts etc. during the present disturbed 
and dangerous condition of affairs in that province. 

I agree substantially with the arguments of the protest and 
with the suggestions therein made as to the duty of the Chinese 
Government in the premises, and you may assure the writers there 
of that the foreign powers are doing all that at present may be 
properly done for the preservation and f#lfillment of all treaty 
rights and obligations, and for the early restoration of peace 
and order, so that their good work may again proceed without 
trouble of escorts, or danger from Boxers; and I hope all the 
missionaries will lend a hand. 

You _ find a sufficient reply to the protest in my Nos. 

684 and 587. 
I shall expect you to inform me promptly whenever in the 
judgment of the missionaries and yourself, who are on the ground, 
it becomes safe to travel without escorts, and I will forthwith 


instruet you to ‘demand a withdrawal of the Goverwor's' require- 


: send: 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) 1 F Conger. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Subject: Consular jurisdiction at Chinese ports leased to 


foreign powers. 
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I suggest that copy of the correspondence exchanged 
between the Department and our Minister to China, or such 


. : 


portions of it as may be necessary, be transmitted to our 
Ambassadors at London, Berlin, and St. Petersburg, and that 
they be instructed to make an arrangement, subject to the 
approval of the Department, by which the Consulg of the 


United States, stationed the nearest to the territories 


said Powers have acquired by lease in China, be author ized 
to exercise within said leased territory their consular 


functions. 


and inform him that our Di | ppresentatives in 


London, St. Petersburg, and Berlin will be instructed 
to make with the respective Governments to which they 


are accredited some arrangement for the recognitien of 


the competency of the most. available { . te exercise 
consular functions in the territory these 

acquired by lease within 

results of their negotiations will 


him as soon as they have 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


March 23rd, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D . 0 ‘6 
ri- 


€ 


I have received Department's instructions No. 229 of 
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the Srd ultimo and upon consultation with several of my ¢col- 


he | 
leagues find tha aaeree with the opinion that ‘a Consul ac~ 


credited to China cannot exercise Conaular functions in the 


foreign leased territory except upon some express recogni- 
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. tion of his official character,by exequatur or otherwise, 
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on the part of the sovereign into whose control the territor 
sit : ae 


has passed. 


They also are of the opinion that any arrangement for 
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- ‘The leased territory in every case is small, and in prac- 


° 


tically all of them judicial procedure according to civilized 


‘ 


. 


methods has been established. In the territory adjacent to 
that leased,as in Shantung and Manchuria,the Consuls will 
still exercise extraterritorial jurisdiction, The Bnglish 
Minister informs me that his Government is arranging to es- 


tablish Consulates at Kiaochow and Talienwan. 
I have, as directed, instructed Consul General Goodnow 


to inform the United States Consuls in China that they have 


| Consular 
no authority to exercise extraterritorial, jurisdiction or 


7 


to perform ordinary nomjudicial Consular acts within the 


leased territory under their present exequatur's. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED ST 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. | 
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Subject: Yu Hsien, Governor of Shantung, has been trans~- 
ferred to the governship of Shansi,. 


(Despatch No. 339, March 10th, 1900.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


March 23rd, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

With reference to my despatch No. 339 of the 10th in- 
stant enclosing copy of protest‘: which I made to the Tsungli 
Yamen against the possidie appointment of the late Governor 
Yu Hsien to any place where he would have missionaries or 
their work under his control,- I have now the honor to re- 

‘ 
port that,on the 14th instant,«.he was by Imperial Decree 
transferred from the governship of Shantung to that of Shane 


si,, and General Yuan Shih-kai made governor of Shantung; the 


latter had so far been only acting governor. 


Under the circumstances it is, to say the least, not 


o 


very respectful or friendly treatment of the foreign powers 


to appoint this very anti-foreign official to the governship 


of a province in which there are large foreign interests and |; 
a considerable number of missionaries. This man’s conduct in 
Shantung has been heretofore most forcibly denounced to the 


me oe  Tsungli Yamen by the German and British ministers, and they 
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present appointment. 


. 


I am of the opinion, however, that their protests will 


avail nothing. 


shall add nothing to my protest at present except it 


may be,in personal conference to warn them that trouble will 


« 


come of his appointment, and leave the record to be called 
upon if events justify it. 


- The concession of the Peking Syndicate is almost wholly 


' located in the province of Shansi, hence the vital interest 


ong 


of the English in this appointment. 
T have the ho nor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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BUREAU, /March 24th, 1900. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


ecretary of State. * 


Subject: Telegraphic instructions desired on question of 
< compensation to Christian converts in provinces of 


: Shantung: and Chili on account of losses due to | 


“persecution, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
O ‘PEKIN, CHINA. 


| | March 24th, 1900. 


- To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 
The question of compensation to the Chinese Christians 
who have been robbed, looted and had their property damaged 


during the recent persecutions and disturbances by the "Big 


Sword" and "Boxer™ societies in the provinces. of Shantung and 
Chili, is certain to come to Peking for settlement, and is 
: just as certainly to be refused by the Chinese Govermment. 
I, therefore, have the honor to request instructions 
whether or not to demand such compensation. 1 apprehend 
that there will be little trouble to secure compensation for 


the destruction or damage of chapels and other property be- 


longing to the missions; but as to individual losses, the 


Government will claim that these are losses of Chinese sub- 


cted by Chinese subjects, and should be settled 


se authorities without any foreign interference. 


4 


that many of the losses were the 
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result of a general uprising by brigands, and were not the 


result of religious persecutions; that at any rate the treat~ 
ies do not provide for such compensation, etc, 

We can answer ,that,in almost every case the Looted were 
Christians, and the continued threats of the marauders, the 
notices served, and the banners they displayed, prove conclu- 
sively that the movement was directly against Christians and 
foreigners. We can dlso say that our treaty provides that 

"those who quietly profess and teach these ee (Christ- 


"“fanity) shall not be harmed or persecuted on account of their 


"faith. Any persons,whether citizens of the United States or 


"Chinese converts,who, according to these tenets, peaceably 
suis ont practice the principles of Christianity, shail in 
"no case be interfered with or molested". (Treaty of June 18, 
: <i | 
1658, Art. XXTX.) 5 that the Chinese Government has permitted 
interference, molestation and persecution of the Christian 
converts who were peaceably professing, bekahine or prac@- 
ticing these principles, thus violating the treaty, and hence 
is responsible to the United States for the infraction. That 
responsibility may be discharged and the United States Gov- 
ernment satisfied, if, as reparation,the Chinese Government 
will compensate the converts for their losses, otherwise 
some other indemnity may be éenenite’: In this we might an 


» * 


Chinese, 


IT still believe they will refuse after this or any other 


argument, because they know as well as we,that,if the prin- 


ciple is once established, every convert will imagine that 

he is absolutely under the protection of some foreign govern=- 
ment, and every possible injury or tro uble that comes to 
him from his Non-Christian neighbors will be attributed to 
persecution on account of religious faith, relief will ve 
sought through foreign agency, and unending trouble will 
ensue. 

There is now a general opinion among converts, more e¢- 
pecially among Catholics. , but more or less among all, thet 
they can of right demand the assistance and protection of 
the foreign missionary in all cases of local troubles, levy 
suits or family feuds, and compensation obtained through for- 
eign influence in this case will tend greatly to strengthen 
that opinion. 

T have advised the missionaries to try to settle these 


matters, as well as all others, locally if possible, They 


. 
. 


will see what can be done with the local magistrates and pro- 
vincial authorities before sending the claims up here. But 


Governor Yuan Shih~kai, who evidently sees to what lengths 
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such a course will lead, has given out that he will not con- 
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on of Chinese subjects through foreign ‘~~ 


interference; and he has already directed that small amounts 
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be given as charities to the most destitute of the perse- 


cuted converts; . 

A precedent for compensation was last year established 
in the payment for some small losses to the Presbyterian 
converts near I-chou-fu, which I reported in my despatch No, 
265, October 7th, 1899; and at Shen Shou, in the province 
of Chili, a magistrate has,upon his own motion, .paid the 
converts of the London mission for iessés inflicted in the 
recent "Boxer® raids, but he has been roundly criticised by 
his superiors for so doing, and Governor Yuan says he will 
not be bound by bad or wrong precedents. 

It is unwise to make demands that cannot be logically 
sustained or finally enforced, I therefore beg that the 
question may be carefully considered and the Department's 
opinion given me briefly by telegraph on receipt of this @ 
that I may better know how to proceed while waiting for your 
further instructions by mail, for the cases will undoubtedly 
arrive here before I can receive written instructions. 

I have the honor to: be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Be: 


Lae be 


Secretary of State, 


Subject: Use of foreign firm names by Chinese, Bambooing 


of shroff in employ of D.A.Emery, an American, 


(Instruction No, 231, Pebruary 10th, 1900,) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA, 


March 26th, 1960. 
- To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D, C. 


IT have the honor to acknowledge receipt of instructions 
No, 23] of the i0th ultimo, enclosing copy of a despatch frorx 
Consul General Goodnow, concerning lst, the use of foreign 
firm names by Chinese, and 2nd, mentioning his request to 


proceed to Chinkiang to investigate the case of the unlaw- 
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ful punishment of Chinese employees of an American citizen 
by the Chinese Chief of Police, of which Consul Martin has 


- made you a full and complete report, 
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As to the first, I beg to refer you to my No, 293 of 


ka De ko acs alr 


December 19th last, and concerning the second, I enclose 
copy of my despatch to the Consul General No. 536 of the 
same date. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 
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Enclosure NoS~,in Despatch No. 34% 
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Mr. Conger to Mr. Goodnow. 
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Con. No. 556. Lbsabtoacof the United States of America. 
Peking, China, December 19th, 1900. 
John Goodnow, Esquire, 
United States Consul General, 
Shanghai. 
Sir:- 
Your confidential despatch No. 245 of the 7th instant re 
Consul Martin's action in the case of the arrest and punishment 
of a couple of Mr, Emery's shroffs set forth in hisi No. 71 is 


received. 


T note what you say as to going to Chinkiang, but think it 


better to leave the matter with Mr. Martin for the present, 

The claim that the first man arrested is an employee in a 
shop in the native city which pays Emery monthly for the use of 
his name, even if true, affords no excuse for the outrageous and 
uncalled for punishment of the other fellow, known to be a long 
time employee of Mr. Emery, and to have come immediately there- 
from with the card of Mr. Emery, and in all of which both the 
Consul and Mr. Emery were completely ignored. 


. There seems to have been flagrant violations of the promises 


to the Consul in letting the culpable officer leave Chinkiang. 
There is apparently no question of fact in the matter. The 
Chinkiang Taotai, as well as the Governor, seem to have acknowl- 
edged everything. 
I further recognize that Consul Martin has exceeded his 
instructions, but yet the case is a most outrageous one, and it is 
important that the Chinese officials should understand that they 
must respect foreign officials and merchants, and the rights which 
the treaties and practice accord a, 


It is not so much the mere bambooing of the boy, as it is 


the 
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» the insult to the American merchant and the American Consul, for 
which the official is to be punished. 
Se wnder all the circumstances I think Consul Martin's 


hands should be upheld. 


As to the matter of Emery's selling the use of his name, 


that should have immediate and thorough investigation; but. it 
ought to be a separate case. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) E.H. Conger. 
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Subject: Issue of passports to disreputable women. Conflic 


(Instructions No. 204,August 24th, 1899.) 
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This is a direct conflict of Department 
instructions, due to the treatment of the 
same subject by differnt people. 

It seems to me that the question involved 
is, Can the Department or its agents abroad 
refuse passports to citizens of the United 
States, when it is known that the passports 
will be used by them to protect them in 


plying unlawful or palpably disreputable 


vocations 
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Whether or not to receive a passport is a 
vested right of citizenship is an academic 


question so far as the Department is concern- 


‘ 


ed. It has uniformly held, and never has 
held otherwise, that the issuing of a pass- 
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port is "permissive not mandatory”, and the 
language of the law is (sec. 4075 R.S. 


"The Secretary of State may grant and issue 


+ 
le Set a 
SORT bis 


io) 


EERE EAT 7 aN 


a 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. 


March 26th, 1900, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, } . 
Washington, D.C, 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to report that on the 26th of Novem- 
ber last, in accordance with directions in Department In- 
structions No, 204 of August 24th, 1899, I instructed Consul 
Fowler that in case proper application for passports were 
made by two mnt 02 eiepaputedie life, concerning whom he 
had correspondence with the Legation, their applications 

: should be taken and duly forwarded, 


ei iled 
He now informs me that the Department instructs him to 


the contrary, saying in its instruction to him, No. 100 of 


February 12th, 1900; “Your course in refusing to take the 


PI 


cation of certain disreputable women was wise and is 


"approved. The issue of passports to all American citizens 


o 


“is not absolutely mandatory. To refuse them to women who 


4 


passports, "etc. On occasion the Depart- 
ment has refused passports to citizens 
whose errands were known to be improper- 
notably in the case, some years since, of 
Mormons proselyting for polygamy. 

The ill-repute of the American women to 
whom this dispatch refers is world-wide, 
Colloquially they are known in China as 
"the Americans", Their shameful business 
is prohibited in every municipality in this 
country. hey are wholly without the pale 


of law- are haled before the lowal courts 


. 


at intervals at the pleasure of the police- 


are regarded as pitiful pariahs in, social 


state, the lowest of outcasts. They are 
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the very last ores to receive recognition 


at home and would seem to be the very last 
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ones who should receive the protection of 


our passport abroad. They use the docu- 
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ment in order to practice a criminal trade, 
I think an instruction in this sense 
should be sent to Mr. Conger. It would 


be a sound precedent, and if it should re+ 
sult in driving "the Americans” to seek 


the protection of some’ other government 


Fe eee eee 


than ours, so mch the more to our credit, 
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“intend to use them in following a life at once shameful 


. 


"and destructive is a justifiable exercise of descretion." . 


a 


If the policy of the Department as set forth in its 


ss imstruections No. 204 has been changed, I shall be glad to be 
so instructed. 


I have the honor to be, 


| Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Secretary of State, 
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cover, duplicate 


copies of Imperial Maritime Customs publications, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
ve PEKIN, CHINA. 


March 28th, 1900, 


To the Honorable 


_ John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


IT have the honor to transmit, under separate cover, 


duplicate copies of the following publications of the Im 


perial Maritime Customs. 


List of Chinese Lighthouses, Light-vessels, Buoys, and 


Beacons for 1900. 


Medical Reports for the half-year ending 50th September, 


* 


Customs Gazette, No, CXXIV.-October-December, 1899. 
Oo 
Returns of Trade and Trade Reports for the year 1899, 
It is gratifying to learn from the latter report that 
our trade with China is steadily increasing, the total value 
of, in 1899 being taels 43,947,460 as compared with taels 
29,150,083 in 1898. , 
- I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Bureau of Accounts, 
Onklind Fug, /4/o/, 


Mr. Conger to the 


Subject: Request for newspapers for year ending June 30th, 


1901, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


March 29th, 1900, 


o the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of 


Washingt 


Referring to my despatch No. 282 of November 28th last, 
have the honor to request that the same newspapers, New 


ork Herald and Washington Post,may be continued for the use 


of the Legation during the year ending June 30th, 1901. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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- Conger to the 


Bubject: 


Secretary of State, 


Acknowledgment of Department's instructions re- 


ceived during the month of March, 1900. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


April ist, 1900, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, ae 


Referring to my despatch No:334 of the lst ultimo, 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Department's 
instructions No. 226 to 235 inclusive; unnumbered dated 
January 20th, 24th, 26th, 27th,3lst, February 2nd,and 14th, 

and Circular dated January 20th, last; received during the 
month of March.., 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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(Despatch No, 349, March 26th, 1900.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


April Sth, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


sears reer na 


Washington, D.¢@. 


APTS DO 


J 


plementary o, and compiled from the Imperial Chinese 


Por 
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Customs Trade Reports which I transmitted with my despatch No, 


. $49 of the 28th ultimo, I have the honor te enclose herewith 


SRO. Sea ade pein ve 


tables showing the annual value of our trade with China since 
1892, and disclosing the marvellous increase of over fifty- 
seven per cent during the last year, 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 
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Imports from the United States, 


‘Year - Haikwan Taels 
1892. 6,061,900 
1893. 5,443,569 
1894. 9,263, 082 
1895. 5,093,182 
1896. 11,929,853 
1897. 12,446,302 
1898. 17,163,312 
1899, 92, 288, 745 


Exports to the United States. 


Year. | Haikwan Taels. 
1892. 10,784,655 
1893. 11,725,644 
1894, 16,442,788 
1895. 15,383, 402 
1896. 11,123,599 
a ) 17,828,406 
— 11,986,772 
1899, 21,685,715 
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Total Trade, 
Year, Haikwan Taels. 
1892. 16,846,555 
17,169,213 
25,705,870 
26,476,584 
23,053,452 
30,268,708 


29,150, 083 


Enclosure Toss in Despatch No, Se 
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CHINA'S TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES, 1892-1899. SUMMARY. 


Dollars. (U.S.) 
6,892, 380,30 
5, 498,004.69 
7, 884,356.61 
3,814,793.31 
9,689, 821.22 


wise pe 


16,032,883.41 =| | 
11,962,828.56 = | | 
16,270, 783.85 : 


Dollars(U.S.) 


12, 262,152.73 
11,842,900,44 
13, 959,927.63 
11,522,168.069 

8,987,887, 99 
14,369, 689,23 

8,354,479.38 
15,830,571.95 


Dollars (U.8.) 
19,154,533.03 
17,540,965.13 


21, 844,283.63 


15,336, 961.41 


18,677,769.21 


24, 402,572.63 
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‘oe 2 © © 2 = @ 8 
+ & & 2 &*S-® 


7 


> 
* 
> 
+ 
— 
* 
* 
> 
+ 
7 
* 
* 
ee 
ee 


* 


Serna Sea 


; * Po ¢ 


4 ae oar 


1 GMay} 
. 
“or s¥ 


Mr. Conger 


Subject: 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


. ce ah: April 9th, 1900. 


to the 


Secretary of State. 


Chinese Government notified of ratification by 
Uruguay of the "Convention Postale Universelle*® 
and certain other acts of the Washington Postal 
Congress of June 15th, 1897, 


(Circular Instruction dated February 27th, 1900.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


April 9th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your cir- 
cular instructions dated February 27th last, directing me 
to inform the Chinese Government that there has been de- 
posited in the archives of the Department of State of the 
United States the. instrument of ratification by Uruguay of 
the "Convention Postale Universelle" and certain other acts 
of the Washington Postal Congress of June 15th, 1897, etc.; 


and te inform you that the instruction has been complied with : 
I have the honor to be, | 
Sir, 7 


Your obedient servant 
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April 9th, 1900, 


Secretary of State, 


M.McWade formally recognized by the Chinese 


ernment as United States Consul at Canton « 


(Instruction No, 2352, February 16th, 1900,) 
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PEKIN, CHINA. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


Sir:- 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


April 9th, 1900. 


I have the honor to report that in accordance with 


Department’s instructions No. 2352 of February 16th last, 


o recognition was requested of the Chinese Govermment 


of Robert M.McWade as United States Consul at Canton, . 


i 


that I was notified on the Sth instant that he had been so 


recognized, 


Mr.McWade has been so informed and his commission for- 


warded to him through the Consul General. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


% 


Your obedient servant 
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April 10th, 1900, 


ra 
2 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State 


Subject: Board of Trustees. of Nanking University, China, 
residing in Boston, can acquire and purchse prop- 


erty under Art.XII of the Tientsin treaty, 


(Instruction No, 239, February 27th, 1900. 
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Subject: Board of Trustees.of Nanking University, China, 
residing in Boston, can acquire and purchse prop- 
erty under Art.XII of the Tientsin treaty, 


(Instruction No, 239, February 27th, 1900, 
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April 10th, 1900, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir;:- 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of instruction 
No. 239 of February 27th last, enclosing copy of a letter 


from the Reverend Dillon Bronson, Secretary of the Board of 


Trustees of Nanking University, in which he asks if there is 
any Chinese law preventing his Board in Bostoh from holding 
property in Nanking. You instruct me to examine the point 


and render such assistance as may be practicable to the eau- 


thorized representatives of the Nanking University upon their 


lying to me therefor, 


may state that the Nanking University holds 


king which was secured many years ago.with 


the officials before the place was 


. be 


reaty port, the University, through ite 


Board of Trustees in Boston, can acquire and purchase proper 


. 


there under Article XII of the Tientsin treaty, the same 


as at other treaty ports. 
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I have the honor to be, 
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Sir, 
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ject: In continuation of\despatch No. 338, March 10th, 


1900. Disturbances in Shantung. Confirming De- 


t*s telegram of the 15th ultimo. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
, PEKIN, CHINA. : 


ril 12th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 


¢ “ 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. ° 


Sirs- : ee ; 


* 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, your tel 


egranm of 15th ultimo, and continuing the subject matter 
of my despatch No. 338 of March 10th, copy of which was en- 
closed in said despatch, the five Ministers mentioned, after 
a conference, sent their’ Interpreters separately to the Ya- 


men and requested a reply within forty-eight hours. A reply 


was received the next day, translation of which I enclose, 
It was not just such a one as we desired, nor did they 


comply with our request and publish the decree in the Peking 
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Gazette. But a most excellent proclamation had in the mean- 
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time been published by the Governor of Shantung in which 
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Sword" and "Boxer" societies were mentioned,- 
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Brooks had been punished, adequate indemnity paid: and the . 


case satisfactorily etosed; (an the only reason we had left 


for still insisting upon the publication of the decree in 


the Peking Gazette was simply because we had demanded it and 


were unwilling to accept a refusal. But, it not clearly ap- 


pearing just how =» we were to enforce our demand, )it was 


~” 


thought best to send to the Tsungli Yamen an identical reply, 
2 copy of which is enclosed, and consider the incident closed 


so far as the question of publishing the decree or any furth 
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er co-operative action was concerned. 
es 
I shall, however, continue to vigorously insist 


the execution of all treaty obligations towards American 


missionaries and their converts, 


For the purpose of keeping the Department fully 
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oe dence with the Tsungli Yamen since March 10th, the date of 


TF. Ye ed upon the question, I enclose copies off all correspon- 


my despatch No. 338, \ 


In connection with this incident, two British men-of- 


h, two Italian and one American (the "Wheel- 


arrived off the Taku) Bar, and two German war- 


chad a most wholesome effect upon the general sit- 
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States,and all interests of her citizens in China, for one 
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or more of our Qing war vessels to be kept continually 
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@long the Chinese a I have advised the retention of 
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North Ghina waters until.the "Boxers" 


the "Wheeling" 


suppressed and peace and quiet again prevails. 


Qe I have the honor to be, 
: : Sir, 
: Your obedient servant 
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le sungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, ch 15th, 1900. 
: Translation) 
2 « Conger to Tsungli Yamen, ch 16th, O. . | 


Se left at Tsungli ¥ by Mr. Conger, March | 
- be . Conger to Tsungli Yamen, ch 23rd, 1900, 
5. Tsungli Yamen te Mr. Conger, ch 25th, 1900, 
| . (Translation) 3 
6. to Tsungli Yamen ch 50th, 1900, 


7. Teungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, April 2nd, . j 
| (Translation) : 


April 12th, 1 
(identical note. 
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‘orp the information of the Minister of the United S: 


: with Despatch No 3S 
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Peking March 15th, I9@08 / 


of prociamation and verses as above. 


On the IIth instant, the Yamen received a cormuni- 
cation from the Acting Governor of Shantung, to the effect 
that on the 22nd of Feoruary last, he received a Decree 


ordering that the Society called the "Fist of Righteous Har- 


mony", oe stringently prohioitteds The Governor adis that 


, 


in January last,-after he had taken over charge of his office 


he issued a proclamation stringently prohibitting the above 


. 


named scciety, which was posted throughout the varicus dis- 
tricts; but now having received the Decree referred to, it is 
right, in obedience to it's injunctions, to issue another 
proclamation for the information of the pecple. He has 


specially compiled (a proclamation) in verses of five charac- 


. 
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ters, to be posted in every village in reqular succession, 
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Further, he has instructed the local officers to act with the 


country gentlemen and village elders, to have the proclama- 


ned whenever a fair or market is held. 


Governor, reference is made to the "sig 


" Society oy name, Further, the instructions to the 


ith the Gentry, and have the procla- 


ed when the people gather together (at the Mar- 


that the Governor is really taking action 
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In the matter of the issuance of a proclamation, 


in ot ice to an Imperial Decree: - 


. On the 22nd of February, the Acting Governor, 
‘peceived a communication from the Grand Council, tranamitt ing 
an Impertal Decree, issued on the 19th of February, as fol- 
lows: - 3 The Tsung li Yamen have memoralized Us request ing 
that Our commands oe issued dtringently prohibitting the 
society called the "Boxers". Last year the Governor cf Shan- 
tung, telegraphed that in the various districts, the society 


called the "Fist of Rightecus Harmony",--an enemy to chris- 


tianity, had been committing trouble everywhere, They had 
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7. 


also extended their depredations to the southern part of the 
province of Chihli. We repeatedly issued Our instructions 
to the Viceroy of Chéhli and Governor of Shantune, to des- 
patch soldiers to prevent these acts of violence and preserve 
order, This class of society is secretly formad and the 
members collect in numbers and create trouble, If stringent 
measures are not taken to prevent this, the ignorant people 


ill oecome excited with suspicion, which feeling will spread 


id increase, and result in serious consequences. It will 


8 ‘this may lead to serious loss of life. We cannot vear 
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e idea of causing lives to be taken without first admon- 


ing the people. 


-—ss—sset the Viceroy of Chihli and Governor cf Shantung, 


ions that (this society) must be stringently 


$0 that the people may know that the secret 
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: peas misguided, not awake to the sense of their position 


and still follow their eid ways, they are at once to be seve, 


erely dealt with, ona no leniency whatever will be shown, 


Both non-christians and converts, are, alike, Our sunjects, 


nee cases of Litigation arise between them, the local 


authorities must decide t em in accordance with siti they 


miike tevely distinguish between the right and the wrong, 


and not as to whether a person is a christian or non-chris- 


tian, and not the least partiality is to be show,- thus 


showing Our desire to treat all alike with the same kindness, 


Let this be known (to the Vicercy of Chihli and Governor of 


Shantuneg)*. 


On the 24th of Pebruary, the Acting Governor, re- 


ceived a communication from the Tsung li Yamen, enclosing 


copy of amemorial presented to the Throne, as well as a copy 

of the imperial Decree issued as above. 
in January last, the Acting Governor issued a proc 

lamation stringently prohibitting the Society called the 

"Pist of Righteous Harmony", and issued orders to have it pos= 


ted throughout the various districts, in order that it may be 


widely known to the people that they must rid themselves of 


_ the evil practices of ee society. Now havine received the 


atest 


‘Decree, the pk tne Governor, in addition to issuing 


‘etroular instructions to the officers of the various dis- 


: tricts to forthwith, and with great secrecy,. find out by 


: nquiry where the society wttess and prohibit it, issues 


this, proclamation, -of specially compiled verses of five char- 


actors- and oeers. the officials to have it seated in every 


in regular succession, ae that it may be widely 
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hers to thoroughly expound the meaning of the 
ion whenever there is a fair or market held in the 
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cities or villages-where there is a Barge concourse of trad- 
ian ani ebeehents goine and coming; and further, to repeat- 
edly advise and admonish the people. In addition to this, 

a copy of the proclamation is to be distributed among the 
large and small schools in the cities and villages, and the 
pupils ordered to recite or chant it aloud, so that it may 
be made known in the hamlets and villages, ani the women and 
children made to understand it. Thus the people will be 
enabled to be roused to the display of their natural good- 
ness, and see that they should not believe in,,or follow 
this corrupt and evil society; and also, not to disobey the 
Imperial Decree. Those who have already joined the sdciety, t 
cught to oe afraid of oringing calamity on themselves, vnut 


those who have not joined the society, have taken warning of& 
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The Acting Governor's hope is that the pecpleswillt 


the cart ahead(of previous exampleys ( Prom hi dynd laren ow aenant 
/ make an effort to be virtuous and good, and all alike enjoy 
peace and contentment. 
Very urgent! Very urcent! A special Proclamation, 
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10 Would have thought it? 


at corrupt and evil teaching should have been started 
and circulated about. 
The roads connect(Shantune) with Kiangsu ani Anhui, 
The oceah communicates with Tientsin,(Shantune 


The wanderine banditti are daily becoming very numerous. 


s 


Strange and macical tricks causes wrangling. 


In former years there were the teachings of the "White 
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Lily Sect”, 


Also the society called the “Gate of Righteous Harmony". 


These societies spread to all the Departments and Prefectures 
Their adherents increased in numoers with the result that 
sericus calamities occurred. 


They were exterminated and further complications stopped. 
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This happened several tenssof years ago. 


The evil acts of former years have now re-commenced, 
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The name of "Righteous Harmony"still remains, 


s the "Divine Fist" and the "Rei Fist”, 


of these societies are the game as of old, 


are not worth relying on. 
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: they are a treacherous and guileful 
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class of persons. 


These societies are formed for the purpose of gathering in 
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Outlaws from abroad seize the opportunity to foin them. 
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They have, for a lone time, unexpectedly broken out in 
open rebellion. 

Previous warnings were given them, out if was a lone time 
aco. 

Of the teceit trouvles there is proof. 


In the summer of the 22nd year of Kuang Hsu, the “Sword” 
“aan * 
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-. Society suddenly sprang into existence. 


Yen Chou Fu and i Chou Fu, connect with the Huai ani Ssu 
region. 
1 these places there are many, many outlaws. 

The repel leader, Liu Shih-tuan, took the lead in the 
teaching of magical arts. 

Still further, there is Tsao: feikty 


he marbers of the society took the oath, 


he pupils reverentlyy submitted, 


1@ morning the leaders were arrested. 
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fhen there was the uncanny priest, styled Hsin Cheng. 


Bach of these men brought adherents to the society. 


They numbered hundreds and thousands. 


They bezan by plundering first the foreign missionaries. 

This was fcllowed by robbinz the native shrtselans. 

They first resisted the traii-nands, or militia, 

Afterwards they resisted the soldiers, 

They burned houses and killed people in the villares an4 
market places. 

They plundered; they even stole chickens and pigs. 

Numercus sparks at first were not extinguished,, 


Until finally a blaze occurred’ which did it's work 


successfully. 
Three outlaws were in due order arrested. 


They were decapidated and their heads expcsed in Ch*ih Ping. 


Hsu Ta-hsiang was killed. 

The pullet entered his breast. 

Many other cruel cutlaws were killed, 

Their corpses were cast away in the country. 


Since this society speak of charms ani spells, 


How is it that they fail to show the efficacy of this 


supernatural spirit ; 


| Since they say their bodies can withstand the fire of 
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suspicion in the minds of the common people. 
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The duty of the Department and District Macistrates 


is to make arrests, 
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The responsibility cof protecting the country rests 


with the army. 


Orders have been repeatedly issued to prohibit (these 


societies). 
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fhis has peen clearly made known to all the villages ani 
hamlets by proclamaticns. 
The Sword scciety must be put an end to. 


The Boxing establishments must be closed up. 


Those who have heen coerced to foin these societies must 
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be dispersed. 


There are those whe connive at the "Boxers" and know what 


they are doing. 
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It iS now about three months and several tens of outlaws 
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have been arrestei. 
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Deputies were appointed tc carefully investigate 


judicially their cases. 
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you, 

‘And you may be killed. = : 

Beware? you should show a friendly feelinz towards 
your villace neighbours, 

The Imperial Mandate is truly generous and liberal, 

In studying it one feels like sheeding tears. 

If you people remain obstinately fixed in a delusion, 

How can you answer the Empercr? 

Our Court has shown unbounded favor, 

And great kindness to the people. 

The Governcr makes this known to you. 

The taxes on land is net increased. 


The poll-tax is not increased. 


The employe’s on ecvernment werks have not been increased. 


" 
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The people are not harrasei by being called upon to 
render increased labor, 
The Yellow river rushes to the eastern ocean, 


The great work on this river rests with the Board of Works. 
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A large amount of money is provided to conserve this 
_ water way, 


Amounting to millions of taels. 
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The Emperor is informed when calamities happen. 


The collection of the land tax is postponed. 


is given to relieve the poor. 
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; such unbounded kindness from the Emperor, 


. 


reverently desires to make 


eror’ s benevol ence. 
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appropriated to save the sufferers from the flood. . 
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He cats ienaticre who is right ne who is wrene, 

No distinction is made bet ween dain Vania-in non-christians. 

The christians and non-christians are all the people of 
the Sovereign. 

The Governor would strive to comfort and pacify all. 

You all reside together in villages, 

Further, via aveld being hateful and quarrelsome, 

What dc you gain by being hateful and quarrelsome 
towards each other? 

ji keen an evil feeling is the same as seeking or 

picking a quarrel. 

fhe Treaties previde for christian teaching. 

Protection is also provided for. 

Partiality must not be shown, 

The Imperial Decree ouctt to be reverently obeyed, 

In obedience to the Imperial Decree te Governor makes 
 glabis kuem to at. 

So as tc enable evertione to hear,- 

That you all sks MaWieds and Pethare. 

You alse have brothers. 

Labcr and trade you are able to do. 

You can till the fields and gardens. 

You all have your cwn duties of life. 

Your Pisin clans are happy and prosperous. 

What is the use of your believing in false or heretical 

as in consequence, been in trouble up to the 


"present time. 
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You will rush into the net of the law. 


It is to be feared that your necks will not be saved, 


And that your family and property will oe utterly ruined. 
Your azed father and mother will weep until the tears 
ave ary. 
Your brothers will wee until they are unable to utter 
a sound, 
The evil you will have brought upon iyourselves. 
Your entire families will have suffered hardship. 
Lay your hand cn your heart, and in the night time when 
alt ts quiet, ponder and reflect, 
When you dream of the departed spirits are you frightened 
or not?” 
From this time on you must at once repent of your misdeeds. 
You will then not fail into the fiery pit and be in a 
state of misery. 
, if you are able to seize and arrest the leaders of the 
bricands, 
And brine them before the court, 
A reward will be civen you. 
You should take advantace of the opportunity and render 
"  meritcrous services. 
‘The Court will reward and punish, - 
| , perial faver or Imperial wrath, 
“ r entertains feelings of compassion for the 
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Enclosure, No. Z. in Despatch No. 35 Es 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 
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F. G. No. 183. Legation of the United States of America, 
ie oe Peking, China, March 16th, 1900, 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

I am today informed by parties arriving from the neighbor- 
nood, that, at Pa Chow, Hsin Cheng, Hsiung-hsien, Paot ing and 
several other villages between here and Paoting-fu and south 
thereof, as vet none of the proclamations of the Viceroy against 
the Boxers have been posted in that locality, and that Boxers 
in considerable numbers are still daily drilling and threatening 
the native Christians. 

The missionaries report such a state of affairs as render 
it unsafe for them to make their regular expected visits to these 
villages and do their accustomed “ork. 


Of what use-are proclamations, unless the people are advised 


Sige. 


of them, and their requirements enforced? None whatever. 

Therefore I request that Your Highness and Your Excellencies 
will cause such additional erders to be sent to the proper officias 
as will insure the immediate enforcement of this decree, and effect 
ually prevent further disturbance from these evil and wnlawful 
organizations, and so make it safe for the missionaries to freely 
visit these localities and peaceably prosecute their work as 
guaranteed by sventy. 

As these places are so near the Imperial Capital, alnost 
within sight of the throne itself, there can be no possible 
excuse for not earrying out the decree, and should not be the 
slightest danger to any one lawfully visiting them. But Your : 
Highness and Your Excellencies must know of a certainty whether | 
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or not missionaries would experience any danger or trouble going 


there; and I will thank you to inform me, so that I may at the ear- 


liest possible moment advise the missionaries accordingly. 


IT avail myself of the occasion torenew to Your Highness and 
Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration, 


(Signed) BE. H. CONGER, 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsung 11 Yamen. §§=§ Memorandum. 


e*eeseee0e5u50exeeteeeeeeeeeee 


All through Lili Ching, Pang Chuang, Kao Tang, Hsia Chin and 


Ping Yuan, the Boxers are as bad as ever, 


The Magistrates of Hsia Chin, Kae Tang and Ping Yuan should 


be degraded. Their names are:- Tu Nai-hswn; Li Ngen-hsiang; and 


Cheng Ssw. 


The soldiers would have been glad to have made arrests but 
were thwarted by the above named officials. They have done all 
they can to prevent justice being done. 
There are three leaders of the Boxers that should be arrested. | 


Their names are:- Chang Yu-cho, of Li Lu Chuang, in Ping Yuan 


District; Shih Yen-tien, of Hua Yuan Tun, in Ping Yuan District; 


and Liu Ping-ching, of Shih Li Pu, in Kao Tang District. 

At a small city called Ch'ing Pi'ing, in Hsia Chin District, 
the Boxers raided a family of one of the Christians, carrying 
off a son and his wife and intended to kill them. Two others 
were carried off and held for ransom. The Magistrate did nothing. 
All the Magistrates know the whereabouts of the Boxers, but 
practically do nothing. 

In En Hsien District the Boxers are creating beeubies 

On the evening of the 9th of March, 100 Boxers looted five 
families (Roman Catholic) in a village 20 1i north of Lin Ching. 


Note:- A translation of the above memorandum in Chinese 


text, was left by Mr. Conger at the Tsung 11 Yamen, 
on the 22nd of March, 19006, 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsung 1i Yamen. 
F.6.No. 184. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, March 25rd, 1900, 


Your Highness and Your Excellencies: - 


I have reliable information from Chinan-fu that the Provin- 
cial Judge there is obstructing the proper punishment of the ar- 
rested ringleaders of the "Big Sword" and "Boxer" societies, and 
thus greatly hampering the efforts of the Governor to suppress 
these societies. 

I therefore request that Your Highness and Your Excellencies 
will send telegraphic instructions, directly to the Provincial 
Judge, to act promptiy and r¢zorously in the matter, thus ermphas- 
izing the assurance Which you gave me in our personal conference 
yesterday, that the Imperial Governnent was determined to put a 
speedy end to the present annoying and dangerous situation. 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness 
and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) R.H.CONGER., 
To 


His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsung.1i Yamen, 
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The Tsung 1i Yamen to Mr. Conger. 
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No, beak Peking, March 25th, 1900, 
Your Excellency:- 


| Gn the 23rd instant, Your Excellency handed the 
Ministers of the Yamen a memorandum regarding the troubles caused 
by the "Boxers" in the Ping Yuan and other districts; also of the 
seizure of Christians and troubles in the En and Hsia Chin dis- 
tricts. Your Excellency requested the Yamen to at once telegraph 
the Governor of Shantung to take action in good earnest to preserve 
order, arrest and punish the outlaws, etc., etc., ete. 

In reply we beg to inform Your Excellency that the Yamen at 
once Selecrashed the Shantung Governor, informing him of your 
request, and nae now received a reply by wire from him, stating 
that after the 10th instant the outlaws created trouble; they 
were pursued and several arrests were made. After the 15th instant 
peace and quiet prevailed in. all the districts, and no further 
cases have occurred. It is the above cases, in which arrests 
were made, to which H. E. Mr. Conger evidently retunn: 

The Yamen have now sent another communication-giving full 
details- to the Shantung Governor, for his action in the premises, 
and as in duty bound we send this note, in reply for Your Ex- 


céliency's information. 


Cards of Ministers with compliments. 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsung 1i Yamen. 


eeeeeteeose@eeeeeneeeeseeeee 


No. 185. Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, China, March 30th, 1900, 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 

6n the 16th instant T had the honor to address 4 note to ~ 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies calling attention to the fact 
that at Pa Chow, Hsin Cheng, Hsiung-hsien, Paoting-hsien and other 
villages between here and Paoting-fu and south thereof, none of 
the proclamations of the Viceroy against the "Boxers" had been 
posted, and that "Boxers" in considerable numbers were daily 
drilling and threatening the Christians. 

T regret to report again that Mr. W. S. Ament, one of the 
most experienced and conservative Arerican missionaries, returned 
yesterday from that locality and informs me that in a circuit of 
several hundred li he only saw two posted proclamations, and that 
in the villages of Hei= Pai- Mu-ch'iao in Pao-ting-Hsien, and Nan 
Meng in Pa Chow, the local official had received the proclamations 
several days before but would not post them. 

He also reports that in all of the following villages, Ku 
Ch'eng in the district, of Ku An; Pa Chow, Nan Meng, Sha Cheng 
Chiv-Chie-chuang, north suburb of Pa Chow; Chang-Ch'ing Kou, 

Hsiao Wei Ho and Tung Yang Lin Tfan, in the district of Pao Ting; 
and Chaco Tsien in the district of Wen An, he found men organizing, 
initiating and instructing "Boxers", and saw them in large numbers, | 
armed and drilling. ao 

He says that while no harm was offered to him, yet the na- 
tive Christians are being continually harassed, persecuted and 
threatened with death. : These 
To : ale 

His paises, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli Yamen, 
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@ rumors of excited or frightened converts, 
ed facts seen and reported by a cool-headed, discreet and 
@ man of long residence in China, and a most devoted 


pire. 


of the 


our Highness and Your Excellencies certainly do not realize 


the danger to which this continual and rapid spread of the 
"Boxers" is leading or vou would have them forthwith suppressed 


and order restored. 


IT avail myself of the occasion to assure Your Highness and 


Your Excellencies of my Highest consideration, 


(Signed) EF. H. CONGER, 
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The Tsung 11 Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


Wo. 165. oases Peking, April 2nd, 1966, 
Your Excellency:- 
: We have had the honor to receive Your Excellency's 
nets of the 10th of March in which you state that in the neigh- 
porhood of Pa Chou, Hsin Cheng, Hstung Hsien and several other 
villages between here and Pao Ting Fu, and south thereof, none of 
the proclamations of the Viceroy against the "Boxers® hava been 
posted; that the "Boxers" at all these places are still daily 
drilling and threatening the native Christians, Your Excellency 
requested that orders be sent to the Viceroy, etc., etc., etc. 

In reply, we beg to state that the Yamen at once sent a note 
to the Minister Superintendent of Northern Trade, requesting him 
to cause the proclamations to be widely posted and made known, 
That officer has just reported to the Yamen that he had issued 
instructions to the orficers of the various jurisdictions to ascer 
tain whether the proclamations had been posted in the various 
Departments and Districts, and to submit a report of the places 
where it had been posted. 

We were just about writimg Your Excellency, when we received 
your note of the 30th of March, in which you stated that the Rev. 
W.S.Ament, who had just returnee from Pa Chou and other places, 
had informed you that in a circuit of several hundred 1i he only 
saw two posted proclamations, and that in the villages of Hei Pai 
Mu Ch*iao, in Pao Ting Hsien, and Nan Meng in Pa Chou, the local 
officer had received the proclamations several days before but 
would not post them. He also reports that in the villages of Ku 
An in Ku Cheng; Nan Meng, Sha Cheng and Chin Chia Cheng, north 
suburb of Pa Chou; Chang Ch’ing Kou, Hsiao Wei Ho and Tung Yang 
Lin Tan, in the district of Pao Ting; and Chao Tsien in the dis- 
trict of Wen An, he found men organizing, initiating and instruct 
ing "Boxers", who «were armed and drilling, and that the native 
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iChristians are being continually harassed and persecuted. Your 


Excellency requested that measures be taken to forthwith suppress 


the "Boxers" and restore order, 


We have the honor to inform Your Excellency that the Yamen 
have again addressed the Minister Superintendent of Northern 


Trade requesting him to cause.a thorough investigation to be. 


made and strenuous action taken to suppress the "Boxers." 


Cards of Ministers with compliments. 
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The Tsung li Yamen to Mr. Conger. 
wo. 187s Peking, April 7th, 1966, 
Your Excellency:- 

The Prince and Ministers have had the honor to 
receive a communication from the Minister of the United States, 
in which he states that the Yanmen's reply of March 7th is in no 
way either an adequate or satisfactory renly to his notes or ver- 
bal requests concerning the suppression of the two societies 
known as the "Big Sword" and"Fist of Righteous Harmony"; that he 
he is obliged to repeat the request that an absolute prohibitive 
Decree for all China, mentioning these two societies by name, be 
forthwith issued and published in the Peking Gazette, and should 
he not receive a favorable answer without delay, he will report 
the matter to his Government and urge strongly the advisability 
of the adoption of other measures for the protection of the lives 
and property of American citizens in btne: 

In reply, the Prince and Ministers would observe that in 
February last the Yamen memorialized the Throne requesting the 
suppression of the societies called the "Big Sword" and "Fist 
of Righteuos Harmony” and a Decree was issued and sent to the 
Viceroy of Chihli and Governor of Shantung to issue proclamations. 


These were issued embodying the Decree verbatim. 


In the proclamation of the Governor of Shantung, the "Big 
Sword" Society is mentioned. The Yamen duly addressed two con- 
munications to the Minister of the United States in regard to thé” 
action taken as above. It is clearly manifest that the essential 
points presented by the Minister of the United States have all 
been truly and sincerely acted upon by the Yamen in accordance 
/swith the request made. _ 
Or the day it was issued, the Decree was sent direct from 
he Palace to the High Provincial Authorities of Chihli and 


Shantung 
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as a matter of course it would not furthermore be 


sent to the Grand Secretariat to be made public by insertion in 


the Peking Gazette. This fact was fully presented to the Minister 
of the United States in a previous communication. It may be point- 


ed out .in regard to this matter, the Yamen is restricted in its 


? 


action, and must conform to existing rules; and the difficulty in 


the way it is believed, is thoroughly appreciated by the Minister 
of the United States. But the Yamen will await an opportunity 


presenting itself when the Prince and Ministers will again delib- 


erate upon and consider the views expressed in the communication 


under acknowledgement. 


To His Excellency 


or 


Edwin H. Conger, 
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The Tsung 11i Yamen to Mr. Conger. 
| wos 2 ae Peking, April 9th, 19606, 
Your Excellency: - 
y Gn the 36th of March, we had the honor to receiv 
shi y's note, wherein you state that the Rev. W.S.Ament 
| had just returned from Pa Thow and Vicinity, and had informed you 
that in a circuit of several hendred 1i he only saw two posted 
proclamations, and that in the villages of Hei Pai Mu Ch'iao in 
Pao Ting Hsien, and Nan Meng in Pa Chow the local officials had 
received the proclamations sévéral days before, but would not 
post them. He also reported that in the villages of Ku An in the 
district of Ku Cheng; Nan Meng, Sha Cheng and Chin Chia Cheng, 
north suburb of Pa Chou; Chang Ching Kou, Hsiao Wei Ho and Chao 
Tsien in the district of Wen An, he found men instructing "Boxers" 
who were armed and drilling, and that the native Christians were 
being constantly harassed and persecuted. Your Excellency requestai 
that measures be taken to forthwith suppress the "Boxers" and re- 
store order. 

At the time, the Yamen sent a reply to Your Excellency, and 
also addressed the Minister Superintendent of Northern Trade, re- 
questing him to cause a thorough investigation to be made and 
strenuous action taken to suppress the "Boxers", 

The Minister Superintendent of Northern Trade has now report- 
ed that he has again issued instructions to the officers in the 
various furiedietions tp: see that the proclamations are posted 
without delay in all places where it has not already been put out, 
and that the local authorities of the various places named in 
Your Excellency's note have also been instructed to act in con- 
Junction with the military authorities and despatc soldiers to 
| take act on in good earnest to maintain order,- to the end that 

° a nd quiet sit prevail. 
“4 of 5 i. ters with compl iments. 
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| Mr. Conger to the Tsung 1i Yamen. 
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No. 191. ‘Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, April 12th, 1906. 


Your Highness and Your Excellencies: - 


T have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Your Highness and 


pur Excellencies’ note of April 7th, it being a rather long 
| contained — 
delayed answer upon the request in my note of March 10th. 


the publication of an Imperial Edict in the 


Peking Gazette I was merely actuated by - the desire to provide 


~ 


for the security of my missionaries and of my countrymen in gen- 


eral, and T em still of opinion that this would he the only ade- 


quate measure to be adopted under the circumstances, 
Taking, however, into consideration the difficulties, which 


according te the atatement of the note under acknowledgment the 


nil ae lap NLR ANE I Ia 


Imperial Government is said to encounter, for thepresent, I do 


not insist upon this point. I beg, however, to state that I will 


6 


will hold the Chinese Government entirely responsible for anv 


, 


further disturbances. 


7: 


I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness and 


Your Excellencies the assurances of my highest consideration, 


(Signed)  &. H. CONGER. 
To 


His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsung 1i Y 
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t of an International Institute at Peking will 


not have the support of the Chinese Government. 


(Instruction No. 199, August 12th, 1899.) 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


April 12th, 1900, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 
Referring to Department's instruction No. 199 of 

August 12th last concerning the establishment of an Inter- 


national Institute in Peking by Reverend Gilbert. Reid,- 7 


ret to say that the Chinese Government now refuses the co 


operation which Mr. Reid had expected, which he says 


was practically assured him by the Tsungli Yamen in 1897. 


«“. 


The coup d*etat of 1898 and the consequent return to 


excessive conservatism in the Imperial Palace is unques- 
 tionably the cause. 


Mr. Reid has spent much time and efforts in many direc¢e 


tions, and had several interviews with the Tsungli Yamen 


= 


trying to secure action in favor of his project, but with- 


d me of their f: 


to be able to answere inquiries definitely as 
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sent at least, is conclusive. 


T have the honor to be, 


~=<Ssir, 


Your ebedient servant 


Enclosures: 


Mr. Gonger to the Tsungli Yamen, April 6th, 1900, 


Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, April 8th, 1900, 
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- Bnelesure No./ in Despatch No. 75 7 

‘ Mr. Conger to the Tsung 11 Yamen. 

F. GO. No. 187. Legation of the United States of Anerica. 
Peking, China, April 6th, 1966, 

Your Higtiness and Your Excellencies: - 


the representations of Dr. Gilbert Reid, an American 
citizen, that several Chinese Princes and Ministers had given 
formal sanction to a project for the establishment of an Inter- 
national Institute in Peking, and that other Chinese officials 
had expressed their personal good will and promised subdstantial 
aid thereto, many citizens of the United States, believing that 
only good could come @6 China from such an institution, and that 
mutual benefit would accrue to all nationalities assisting in its 


development, have actively interested themselves in the work and 


promised liberal contributions. 


But I have learned from Dr. Reid himself that the expected 


official sanction and co-operation of the Chinese Government 


semms not likely tobe given. 


ol 


bm 


In: order therefore, to 6nable me to correctly reply to in- 
quiries now being made to me by citizens of the United States 
whe have promised their aid and co-operation in the establish- 
ment @nd maintenance of such an International Institute, I beg 


Your Highness and Your Excellencies to kindly give me such inforn- 


ation concerning the matter as you may deem proper. 


T avail myself of the occasion tdrenew to Your Highness 


and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration, 


¢ 4 


: 


ae (Signed) E. H. CONGER, 


88, Prince Ching, 


‘Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsung 14 
etc., : | | } : : 
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The Tsung 1i Yamen to Mr. Conger. i 


e*eeeeseeeeeeenseeneeweeees * 


be 
Da a at 


No. 169. : i ‘king, April 8th, 1906, 


Your Excellency:- 


We have had the honor to receive Your Excellencys 
note in wich you state that Dr. Gilbert Reid had represented that 

the project for the establishment of the International Institute | 
in Peking, is not likely to receive the expected official sanction 
and co-operation of the Chinese Government, and in order to enable 
you to coprectly reply to inquiries being made to you by citizens 
of the United States, who have promised their aid and co-operation | 
in the establishment and maintenance of such an International | 


_ 


Institute, you begged the Prince and’ 


isters to kindly give you 

suc h information as they may deem proper, | | 
In reply, we beg to hand Your Excellency a copy of the 

letter sent in reply to Dr. Reid, by the Ministers of the Yaren i 


on the 10th of January last for your information. 


Cards of Ministers with compliments. 
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Letter sent in reply by the Ministers of the Yamen 


s 


to Dr. Gilbert Reid. 


s*@eeeoeoeoev eoeeseeeeeeeeee0208 


We received, sore time ago, your letter with the memoranda 
of five articles, the contents of which have been duly perused 
by the Ministers of the Yamen. The arguments and statements in they 
articles are clear and perspicuous and by following them vou will 
no doubt be able to produce admirable, clever and talented schol- 
ars, of great force of character and resolute dntéormtnatd tin. You 
have devoted your whole heart to carrying out your aim and inten- 


tions and we respect you for it. But from the perusal of the rules 


FORD 1) TE 


that are to govern the International Institute, we must say that 
we find them reasonable. The Institute is in its object, however, | | 
similar to the literary institutions and free schools established | 


‘ 


by the literati, from contributions, the literati themselves taking 


CAPD A IID er Sp Ot DEM 


the lead and starting them; no memorial is presented to the Throne 
regarding these institutions. Therefore, the request that the nat- | 
ter of the International Institute be submitted to the Throne,is E 


one the Yamen finds it inconvenient te comply with, as it would a 


be at variance with existing custom. y 
We send this note in reply, for your perusal and express the ie 


hope that you will be lenient with us. ss 


Compliments of Ministers. 
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41 16th, 1900. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


PRINTED IN ADVANCE SHEETS no_7S 2 


Subject: Pree entry of goods at Shanghai for exhibition 


. 


a 


urposes, Correspondence with Chinese Government 


in regard to. 
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
April 16th, 1900, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Pe 


§ TS et 


hare 


Washington, D.¢@. 


I have the honor to enclose copy of correspondence 


with Tsungli Yamen and Consul General Goodnow with reference 


to free entry at Shanghai of a certain consignment of goods 
which are to be exhibited by the National Association of 
Manufacturers of the United States at the American Warehouse 
at that port. : 
a oe : I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


: | Your obedient servant 


IS TPE Aen Regaine 


Ie Mr. Goodnow to Mr. Conger, March lst, 1900. 
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HOn nena eee e eee eeeeenererneeeeeeseees 


of the United States of Ameria 


Sir:= 


T beg to hand you copy: of correspondence which explains 


* 


itself. 


While the Commisioner of Customs at Shanghai can not pass 


these goods duty free even in bond, possibly the Inspector Gen- 
eral of Customs might be willing tb do so, 


IT have the honor to be 
Bits 
Your obedient servant, 


(signed) John @oodnow, 


Consul General U.S.A. 


Shanghai. 
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Shanghai. 


ie) ORD Sipe: eile 


sirt= 


I am informed by Mr. Victor L. Boeck that a consignment of 


— ss 


Sh 
Pe oS 


goods is on its way to be placed here in the Ar.erican Warehouse 


tt Tr 


for exhibition purposes only. Mr. Boeck tells me that this Ware- 


sue tee TR 


RA IIOP COE OE 


house of which he is Manager, is to be maintained by the Naticnal 


Association of Manufactiuress of the U.S.A. and that these goods 


are not for sale, but for exhibition purposes and are to be used 


Oe ee eae ae 


for the promotion of American Trade with China. i 
I would therefore ask that these goods be admitted duty-free, 


‘ 


provided that a satisfactory bond be given you that they will not 


be sold but will be used for exhibition purposes only, and only 


; 


in the rooms of the said American Warehouse. . 


_ T hope that you will find under all the circumstances that j 


envenenagttet,-- 


the Customs can consistently grant the request. i 


% 


T have etc., 


PO et VE LOO LES POR. CO ARB 
be 


Sed John Goodnow, 


U.S.Consul General, i 
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on a Custom House, Shanghai. 
2/27/06. 


Hon. John Goodnow, 
U. S. Consul-General, | 
Sir:= | a ) 
| In reply to your letter of the 25th inst. requesting that a 
consignment of goods now on the way to this Port for Mr. Boeck, 
Mgr of the National Association of Manufacturers of the U.S.A be 


assed free of duty as they are not for sale but for exhibition 


wet 


urposes only, I have the honor to inform you that as this Office 
s not authorized to pass such goods duty free, I am unable to 
rant the exemption applied for. 
T have etc., 
sea J. C. Johnston, 


or Comr of Customs, 
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«of An Deapaten No, 36. 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsung 1i Yamen. 
0. No. 180, ae "Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, March 9th, 19060, 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies: - 


I have the honor to inform Your Highness and Your Excellencies 


a bee A Z ar. » 7 eT wre 
ie as, , i inset res Yeas aT 
an iy fie NEI RM ee are OO ME EE aE ES NN he 


that arrangements have been made by Mr. Victor L. Boeck, represent- 
ing the National Association of Manufactures of the Unite States 


to establish a at Shanghai, where American goods will be 


8 mt Nala parse glipe opeer # * 


exhibited.A consignnent of goods for this purpose is now on its 
Way. 

I have been requested to bring the matter te the attention 
of Your Highness and Your Excellencies, and to ask that the goods 
be admitted duty free, provided a satisfactory bond be given 
that they will not be sold but will be used for exhibtion purposes 
onke and only in the rooms of the Associations Warehouse at 
Shanghai, and which I now beg to do, 

The increase of trade in American goods in China which, it 
is to bé hoped, will follow this exhibition, and the consequent 
increase in custom's receipts will far more than compensate for 
this loss. 

“Similar exhibitions have been and are now being given in othe 


countries, and gocds entered for this purpose are invariably enter 


ed free of duty. I respectfully urge that the same privilege may 
be granted in this case. 


112 myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness 


and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


aE 


(Signed) BE. H. CONGR. 


¥ 


TORN ee 
ae 8 + Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the jones li 
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The Tsung 1i Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeess 


Your Excellency:- 


We have had the honor to receive Your Excellency's 


note of the 9th instant wherein you state that arrangements have 


been made by Mr. Victor L. Boeck, representing the National 


Association of Manufacturers of the United States, to establish 


ae GO Se 


a Warehouse at Shanghai, where American goods will be exhibited; 
that a satisfactory bond will be given that the goods will not 
be sold, and you ask that they be admitted duty free, etc., etc. 

in reply we beg to say that as the goods referred to are 
merely for exhibition purposes and not to be sold, the Yamen wil 
allow them te be admitted free of duty. Instructions have been 
sent to the Shanghai Customs to take action accordingly. 

In sending this note in reply to Your Excellency, we beg 
that you will instruct Mr. Boeck, that he must make out: a com- 
plete list of the samples he is importing, and give a bond to 
the effect that on no account will he sell any of the goods, in 


order to avoid any advantage being secretly: made against other 
goods. 
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STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Protection of missionaries in Shantung. Continua~ 


tion of despatch No. 340, March 12th, 1900. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


April 16th, 1900, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 


In continuation of my despatch No. 540 of the 12th 
ultimo,- I have the honor to enclosé copies.of further cor- 
respondence with Consul Fowler: and the missionaries at Che- 
foo on the same subject, 

“ and to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


« Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger, March 12th, 1900, 


+s Mr. Conger to Mr. Fowler, March: 19th, 1900. 


x * 


No./ in Despatch No. 337 


* 


Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger. 


No, 1 96 . 3 | ‘:. $. Consulate, 
Legation. 
Chefoo, March 12th, 1966, 


Honorable BE. H, Conger, 


E.E. & MV. P, of the Use e 


Peking. 
Sirs- 


IT have the honor to enclose herewith the reply of the 


Anerican Presbyterian Mission at Chefoo, to your despatch No. 


*e 


584 of Feb. 26th, a copy of which I transmitted to them at th 
time. 
T have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
John Fowler, 


Consul. 
Enclosure, | 


Letter as stated, dated March 9th, 1906, 


% 


_.0O8 enacts: 


is «= +. & @ @€ @ 


copys 
Aner ican Presbyterian Mission, eee to Mr. Fowler. 
Behe t vc eneeseeeesereveseeeescuseensseseenescess 
| Chefoe, China, Mar. 9th, 19600. 
John Fowler, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 
Chefoo. 

Dear Sir:- 

We beg to acknowledge you Despatch No. 2267 of Mar. 7th 
enclosing a reply of the Hon. U. S. Minister at Peking (Cons. No. 
584) in answer to our protest against certain requirenents demande 
from us on the part of the Chinese authorities wi th the expressed 
view of thereby protecting the lives of foreign missionaries and 


native Christians. 


It is with great regret that we learn that the Hon. U. 5S. 
Minister has looked with "pain & surprise" upon our contention and 
does not seem to see the force of the points we have brought be- 
fore his attention as we do. In reference to these points brought 
up by us on this matter, we wish to state 


z That it is our desire to co-operate with the Chinese offi- 


cials toward our protection as much as we can, but we wish first 
to be convinced that itreally their desire to protect and not to 
hinder us in our work, and that the measures they propose are in 


truth Only senperary. Ve state again that in ovr opinion a mil- 


itary escort is not only an inconvenience but a positive hindrance 


in our mission work and useless as a protectéon. Chinese soldiers 


as has been shown again and again are thorally unreliable. Years 7 


ago when the senior member of our station had to hide and flee for (ff 
his life with his children on account of a riotous mob, and he de- a 
n@nded soldiers for protection from the district magistrate the 

e said:*l donft dare give therm to you, they would not protect 


you." Dur ing the tine that the Rev. S. Brooke was murdered in the 


ianfu, two Chinese soldiers broke into the compound 


mn American missionary who happened to be away. His wife and 


child 
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child would have been injured or killed if it had not been for the 
stubborn defense made in thir behalf by some faithful servants. A 
German engineer of the party recently mobbed at Nanlin near Wei- 
nsien, declared to one of us that he would never under any circun- 
stances depend on Chinese soldiers for protection, as the military 
escort they had did not move a hand or foot in their defense when 
they were attacked and they would certainly have been killed if 
they had not defended themselvess Furthermore we feel that we are 
not responsible for the existing state of affairs in this province, 
and that if the Chinese authorities had done and wovld do thier 
duty in pacifying the people and in putting down lawless and anti- 
foreign socities, foreigners would not need to be protected by 
Chinese military. The reports that are constantly coming from the 
interior are to the effect that these secret and lawless societies 
are increasing more and more without official restraint, and that 
the efforts to punish the guilty parties in connection with the ~ 
late murder and the propositicns for the better protection of 
foreigners is meeting with hindrance from the Chinese officials. 


It is true proclamations are being issued by the officials for 


the purpose of restoring order, but they are worthless as they 


are either torn down, or regarded as false by the natives and empty 
in meaning as they are not enforced by the officials. 
2. In reference to the protection of the native Christiens and 


for this purpose wishing to know their names, places of worship 


ete. we would state that we feel a heavy responsibility resting 
upon us to give this required information, because of the conse- 


quences. In our protest we contended that this would only be the 


beginning of still further demands along this line, which would 


prove harassing to the native Christians. We consider our point 


well taken as since the district magistrate of Fu San (the dis- 
trict in which we dwell) has sent in an underling with a letter - 
demanding complete information about our chapels, whether foreign a 


or native building, whether Protestant or Romanist, native in char 
ete, We have always natructed our native Christians that they 
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such ask for the rights they ponsess,’ In bringing cases of native 
christians before the native officials we have always made the sane 
plea, asking justice for them not on the ground that they were 
connected with us, but because they were law abiding Chinese sub- 
jects possessed of certain rights. We still hold to our contention 
that the demand for names of native Christians places of worship, 
ete. has the effect of branding them in the eyes of the populace 
as being a lawless society. We mentioned what experience we have 
nad along this line before. We would mention a few more examples 
by way of proof. Several years ago when the native Christians of 
one of our outstations were being persecuted, the attention of the 
local magistrate was called to the disturbance and requested to 
settle it. What did he do but have the proprietor of the chapel 
who had rented it to the Christians beaten 400 blows, thus giving 
the people the impression that it was illegal for them to have any 
thing to do with the Christians as they were a lawless s6t. Again 
when one of our native pastors, a graduate of the Tungchow College, 
went to call on the prefect of Laichoufu to see him because sone 
nembers of his congregation were being persecuted, the official 
at first received him, but when he learned that he had not come 
by the order of the foreign missionary, he ordered his underlings 
to throw him out of the yamen, tus grossly insulting him. If we 
are not mistaken if was the late Governor of Shantung Yu Hsiem, who 
is now charged with the murder of the Rev. S. Brooke and the fos- 
tering and inciting of the "Boxers" and "Great Knife" Societies, 
who last year memorialized the throne that all native Christians 
should be compelled to wear foreign clothes, or some dress so as 
to distinguish them fron. other psople. We regard the demands and 
requirements now being made as Just in the line of this memorial, 
the. purpose of which was not to protect but to brand them before 
the. people as an illegal sh. What other proof do we need when 


officials in their proclamations are putting native Christians on 


ing the cause of them and their lawless acts? As proof we quote 


‘rom a ‘recent proclamation | of the prefect. of Taianfu. He opens 
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the Srévines of Shantung are & state of mutual enhity “which is * 
' inereasing day by day, and which now appears to be chronic is 

due to the fact that in ordinary times the Christians relying on 
the svetection they received, have become too oppressive to the 
people who suffered in consequesnce. The latter attached themselves 
to the society of "Boxers" for the purpose of protecting their 


homes and avenging themselves by gathering in large numbers, rob- 


bing the Christians etc.*** The Christians moreover shall from this 
on peaceably pursue their avocations and be law abiding. If you 


(Christians) do not attempt to oppress the people, you will not 


be made the subject of dislike. Half the troubles of today are of i 


your own making, and you should at an early date turn over a new 4 


leaf and not again oppress the people relying on the fact that you. 
belong to the mission. If after the "Boxers" have been disbanded 
you continue to harbor a thirst for revenge, you will but uncon- 


ciously be bringing difficulties upon yourselves and shall not 


fail to meet punishment in accordance with law and no indulgence 


shall be given." Again we ask, why is it that the persecution 


cas@ in the district of Chinoa and which has now been going on for 


a year is not: settled yet? In this case we gratefully acknowledge 


that you have rendered us all the assistance that you could, It 
was placed in the hands of the Taotai after the local officials 
refused to settle this case. Great pressure has been brought to 
bear upon the officials to settle this long standing and grievous 
case, and if the native officials are so anxious to protect the 
native Christians, why is it not settled yet, and why are the 
native Christians terrorized in that Whole region, and the senior 
member of our station wnable to do any work there without putting 
his life in imminent pdanger? Now we ask if an all fairness these 
examples- and there are many others too numerous to quote- are not 
sufficient to sustain our plea, that by handing in the names of 
native Christians, places of worship etc. we are théreby assisting 
the officials in setting them forth as being illegal and lawless 


and 


>) ie 
“ 9) 


and teat we are not sony inesa of their séncere desire on their 
- to really protect them by this measure. We wish also to state 
that in view we have taken, we have not depended entirely upon 
our experience in such matters, long and valuable tho it has been, 
but have also consulted with a number of well educated native. 
Christian leaders, men of experience, and asked them without be- 
forehand expressing our owm views on the matter, whether they con- 
sidered it an advantage and a help that the nanes of chapels and 
schools, native pastors etc. be given to the officials. Without 
nesitation they replied: "We are afraid it would do more harm than 
good, invariably when it was done before, ugly rumors were started 
to the effect that the Christians were lawless, that the officials 
were getting their names for the purpose of killing them later 
etc." They stated that if the officials could guarantee that 
there would be no evil effects it might be done. As already stated | 
we feel a great responsibility in this natier, whether it is right 
for us to give the information required and thus in all probabil- 
ity expose the native Christians to annoyance, loss of reputation, 
and even persecution. We have never attempted to conceal our na- 
tive Christians or their places of worship, but it is another 
natter to bring them before the notice of the Chinese officials. 


As far as we ouse@lves are concerned, we have no objection to hand 


in our names and pl=ces of residence. 
We would respectfully request that you forward a copy of 
this our letter to the Hon. J. S. Minister at Peking. 
Ws are 
Your obedient servants, 

Hunter Corbett 

W.9.Eterich 

John L. Nevins 


Geo. Cornwell ‘ 


American Presbyterian Mission. 
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‘Enclosure —— in Despatch ey 
Mr. g aes CEN Fowler. 
coms Mes 610, , Legation of the United States of America. 

Peking, China, March 19th, 1966, 

John Fowler, Esquire, 
‘United States Consul, 
Chefoo. 
Sir:= | 
IT have to acknowledge receipt of your No. 296 of the 12th 
instant transmitting a letter addressed to you by Rev. Dr. Corbett 
and others concerning the subject matter of my despatch No, 584. 

I will thank you to kindly inform them that there is very 
little ground for contention between us, and certainly I desire 
none. : 

ist. I fully understand and endoree all that the missionaries 
say as to the responsibility of the missionaries for the present 
troubles, the sinceriéty of the Chinese in their demands, and their 
anxiety to protect the missionaries or their followers, so it is 
unnecessary to argue with me on these questions. 
2nd. I quite agree with them as to the value and the burden 


io)? 


of an escort; but they understand perfectly that its acceptance 
advised 

was only,to avoid the existing danger, which the Brooks murder 

made painfully apparent, and only until the Chinese Government 


can be compelled to restore order and rake it safe to travel 


without, Therefore there is no ground for contention on that scone. 


Srd. The treaties compel the furnishing the names and resi- 


dences of the foreign missionaries, so here we can have no comten- 


tion. — 
4th. None of the requirements which have come to my knowl- 
age even hint at a request for the nares of the native Christ- 


jans and T have given no advice thereon. Hence upon this point, 
which comprises the er part of their paper, there was not 
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, locations of chapels, in whose charge, and whether Protestant or 


Catholic; all of which must necessarily be matters of public 


' 


notoriety and against furnish ing which their arguments do not seen 


+ 


to apply. 
If we are to successfully demand protection or sustain claims 


for destruction or damage of chapels, we cannot well refuse to 


let the authorities know where they are. 


I am wnable, therefore, to find sufficient reason for 


changing the opinions expressed in my Nos. 584 and 587. However, 


as I have heretofore written, the missionaries must themselves a 


decide whether they will travel with or without escorts, and Cee 


. « 


whether or not they will furnish to the Chinese authorities the | 


information requested. In either case they will find this Legaticn 
* ' 
rendering every possible aid whigh the situation demands or the 


> : 
° a 


conditions warrant. 


T am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


: Signed) FE. H. Conger. 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AME 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


oh BURR : 
SaccofePIPLOMATIC, 


. 


| April 16th, 1900, 


Subject: In continuation of despatch No, 556, April 12th, 
1900: Disturbances in Shantung. Suppression of 


"Boxers", 


ro 


Bam 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


April 16th, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:=- 


Continuing the subject matter of my despatch No, 356 


of the 12th instant,- I have the honor to report that on 


yesterday there appeared in the Peking Gazette, a memorial 
from the Viceroy of Chili acknowledging receipt of, and em- 


ing the Imperial Decree of the 19th of February last, 


concerning the "Boxers", 


At the end of the memorial appears the following re- 


script or Imperial order: "The memorial is noted, and the 
"Viceroy is hereby commanded that in future, and in due 


"course, he must take action in good earnest, to suppress 


"this society, and must not be lax or remiss in the dis- 
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the Chinese Government have, in their own 


sters in their identical 


; will be the 
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‘ATES OF AMERICA, 
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April 19th, 1900. 
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To the Honorable 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 
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port will be assured to North China, wh 
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Vices. , 


ted in the Province of Chihli, 


~ 


ili, and is by 


: 7 om the North side of the Gulf of 
ail 147 miles from Tangku and 164 miles from/Tientsin. 
(See Map). 


THE HARBOR. The harbor is partially formed by a jutting Pron- 
ontory, and is ultimately to be fully closed by a st 


breakwater on the West and South. This sea wall, which 
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is also to form a wharf, is now under construction be- 

ginning from the Bastern end, and it is hoped that it 

will be ready for some shipping by the coming fall. 
Without dredging there will be available 16 ft. of 


Sg ya a ale 29 Pr at 


water and it is intended to witimately dredge the Har- t 


bor to greater depth. 
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The winds and seas and other such difficulties to 


shipping in this portion of the Gulf have been care- 


F 3 


fully studied by the representatives of the well known 


. 


et pees vee 


‘English Firm of Sir John Barry & Co. and pronounceé ex- 
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- ceptionally favorable to a safe Harbor. 


OBJECTS. ‘The objects in creating a new Harbor are:- J 
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‘1. To create a Port for shipping Coal from the Kai- 
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Mines. 
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The works are being constructed by the Chinese 
Engineering and Mining 0e,- a Chinese concern under the 
direction of His Excellency Chang Yen Mow, who arethe 
owners of the Kaiping Mines- with joint English, German, 
Belgian and American Capital, raised by issuing Bonds 
secured upon the Company's Mines and Works. This money 
has been provided by Messrs. Bewick, Moreing & Co, of 
London. The Company's Mines, with the improvements now 
in progress wader dmericen nanagenat, are capable of 
producing 2,500,000 tons of Bituminous coal per annur.; 
two-thirds of Which it is intended to ship by sea. At 
present considerable coal is shipped from Tangku by the 
Company's steamers, but loads of over 700 tons are in- 
possible, except by lighterage and this only by hand 
coaling. The new wharves at Ching Wan Tow are to be 


fitted for automatic handling of the coal and loads of 


2,000 tons upwards can be taken by the Company's steanm- 
ove. 

Tangku Harbor is Ice locked during 2-3 months in 
the winter and shipping is iesoseiine. Ching Wan Tow, 
even in the hardest: winters, has not been seriously ice 
blocked, and for winter traffic at least the Harbor will 
- pe a great advantage to Tientsin and North China gener= 

ally. | 

At present through freight is usually transhipped 
at Shanghai from ocean going steamers to light draft 
Coast steamers, and even these in most cases must do 
some lighterage at Tangku owing to the shallow water on 
the Bar (11 ft. at best). It is to be hoped that the 
lighter draught ocean going steamers can come to the 


wharves at Ching Wan Tow, and thus save greatly. More- 


over these s' rs can coal here instead of coaling 


‘at Shanghai and save on the cost of coal, 
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stion of general freight shipment during the 
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a Tangku is purely a question of whether 
wharfage at Ch: 


Wan Tow and the Railway freight from 


an Tow to Tangku will not be more than offset by 
‘the extra cost now entailed by the difficulties of Tanglu 


Harbor. These difficulties are as follows:- 
1. The necessity of transhipment at Shanghai. ? 
2. 


The cost of lighterage at Tangku. 


‘ 


3. Demurrage in waiting for lighters etc. 


Tt is hoped that a Railway freight will be insti- 


tuted that will offset these matters. 
(Signed) H. ©. Hoover. 
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ers. Suppression of "Boxers". 
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| OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
oe PEKIN, CHINA. | 


| So oS _ Aprdl 19th, 19000. 


John Hay, | ee 
oe Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. CG. 


I have the honor to enclose herewith translation of 
Imperial Decrée published on the 17th instant concern 
train-bands and local volunteers. 
These organizations have existed from time immemorial, 


and this Decree is evidently intended to give them to 


stand that in the sweeping Decrees against the "Boxers" they 


are not included, yet ordering not to make trouble, etc, 


This whole matter of the "Boxers" seems to be a very 


difficuit one for the Goverment. Evidently, recognizing its | 


ey ee) 


weakness, it is trying to effect their suppression without } 


-  @ldenating or 


more of its subjects than is abso- 


t 


ation of a Decree, published in the Manuscript 


ing Gazette, april I7th, 1900. 


The villagers in all the provinces form train- 


bands or local volunteers for their own protection and of 
their families, This system orignated with the ancients, 


who kept watch and rendered mutual aid and assistance to 


each other, 


If the pecple really attend to their own duties 
in life and keep the law, they can do as they like in the 
matter of the train-bands. But it is to be feared that 
among these train-bands, the good and the bad are scattered 
together, and that some of them avail themselves of a pre- 
text to annoy and cause trouble to the Chinese christians. 
These persons cannot know that We treat ail alike with the 


out | 
same kindly feeling with, discrimination. The people should 


therefore, respectfully consider Our wishes and not secretiy 


cherish a desire to be hateful, which will lead to trouble 


and render them liable to punishment, 


Let all the Viceroys and Governors of the various 


Tebpy 


he 


provinces, issue stringent instructidéns to the local officérs 


to forthwith make it know to all the pecple that they must 


a 
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attend te and follow their original calline or profession, 


sc that gocd feeling may perpetually prevail among all, and 
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_@arnest and solenm injunctions, 
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of State. 


Subject: Kuei Chun, Minister of the Taungli Yamen, appointed 


Minister to Russia and Austria, 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, | 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


ss Aprdl 25th, 1900, 


25ra instant, of Kuei Chun as the representative of this 


Government at the Courts of St, Petersburg and Vienna. 


Kuei Chun is a Manchu belonging to the Blue Banner Corps, 


He commenced his official career as a Manchu Interpreter, 


having taken the graduates degree of chu-jen, equivalent to 
M.A, was appointed a Minister of the Tsungli Yamen in 
December, 1896, and in March last was appointed Sub- : 


rank of Vice 


President of the Board of Rites, He is about thirty-seven 


years of age, and in his official relations pleasant and 


~ 


». He is a favorite at Court, and looked upon as 
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Subject : Improper use of American hong names by Chinese. 


(Despatch No. 293, December 19th, 1899.) 
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John Hay, 


Sir:~ 


names,- I have the honor to enclose copy of correspondence 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA, = : 


Secretary of State, 


Referring to my despatch No. 293 of December 19th 


Washington, o Cs 


i 


onsul Martin on practically the same abuse, 


? 
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- 


a edi 


“Se oe 


I have the honor to be, 
sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Martin, April 13th, 1900. 


igs ie ee 


i A A Ste At 
¥ ee 
— 


‘ 
£ 
: 
¥ 
3 
ae 
ae 
ae: 
a 
§ 
hs 
hw 
i 
? 
q t 
q 
ie 
ae. 
t ¢ 
? 4 
i$ 
2 
Stee 
yer 
| Se 
- 
" 
« 


wr 


yp pte teeta 


Meare 


oe 


APL el 


5 

h 

5 
:. 


: 


" 


Sreeeeseeeeeeesesreeeseeeeeeeeeeeseeses 
Mr, Martin to Mr. Conger. 


eeepeeeeerervrereeeeeetes 


No .86. oe Consular Service U. S. A. 


Chinkiang, March 29th,}906. 
Sirt- 

In the matter of shipping various goods via Chinese lorchas 
such as kerosene, piece goods, netals all foreign; and occcasiocn- 
ally domestic goods such as gypsum, yellow beans, ete., ete., for 
export. The shippers of these goods to Chinkiang are constantly 
sustaining losses by theft, and so forth because there is no 


o 
> 


responsible head at Chinkiang. They want one man to take charge 
as their agent. Can they era on association and have an American 
at its head here, who himself is a partner in this association 
and could report to his own Consul, if necessary, for aid in 
bringing the theives to punishment? They would form an American 
Company under American charter but that charter could not be se- 
cured short of going to some State in the United States, I ask 
this information that I might give answer at onde. 
Please give me your opinion by return of mail and oblige. 
I have the honor to remain, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) William Martin 


Consul . 


Hon. BE, H, Conger, 
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raordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
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Mr. Conger to Mr. Martin. 
Con. No. 628. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, April 15th, 1900, 
William Martin, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 
Chinkiang. 


I have your despatch No. 86 of the 29th ultimo stating 


that shippers of goods in Chinese lorchas are constantly sustain- 
ing losses by theft, ete., because there is no responsible head at 


Chinkiang, and you inquire if they can form an association and 


place | 
an American in charge, who, being a partner, could report 


to his Consul and secure aid in bringing the thieves to punishment 
You do not state whether the shippers are Chinese or foreign- 
ers. If they are Americans they can @lways, either directly or 
through an agent, appeal to their Consul for protection of their 
interests; but if they are Chinese, they cannot by simply employim 
a foreigner to take charge of their business acquire any right 
to demand foreign protection; and the fact that the 
takes a small interest as a partner in the assoc: 
for the same purpose, does nog change the situation. 
The case as you state it, appears to be oniy an attempt to 
place Chinese business under a foreign name for the sake of secur- 
ign interference in Chinese affairs, to which in no case 


our influence. See Legation Despatch No. 550, December 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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May 1st, 1900. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


ject : Acknowledgment of Department's instructions re- 
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__ _LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, | 
Uo oe a PEKIN, CHINA. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Referring to my despatch No, 551 of the lst ultimo,~— 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Department's ine. 
structions No. 236 to No. 246 inclusive; unnumbered, three 


” 


dated March 2n@, two March Sth, and one March 15th and 17td; 


* 2 >. i ~ ~ 
s j - 


received during the month of April, 1900. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 
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| May ist, 1900, 


in China as 


ete. Action of English Government. 


(Despatch No. 314, January 24th, 1900. 
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Your obedient servant 


to my despatch No. 3514 of January 24th last 


*. 
> 


: 
2 
S 
: 
E 


North China Dai 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
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TION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER! 
ailh . PEKIN, CHINA, 


. | May ist, 1900, 


REC OY. ¥. 


JUNI900 


oe /) 


oO 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Jo RNG ATI 


Subject : American Trading Company claim. Arbitration 


-already proposed. 


(Instruction No. 244, March 20th, 1900.) 
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Legation of the Huited States of America, — 
Pekin, China. 
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To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C, 


cknowledging receipt of your instruction No. 24éof 


’ 


March 20th last, to propose to the Chinese Government arbi- 


tration of the claim of the American Trading Company,- I 
ve the honor to report that I did make such a proposition 
on February 10th last, the result of which was fully set 
forth in my Ho. $28 of February 22nd, 1900, which you have 
undoubtedly received by this time. 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UN 


PEKIN, CHINA. _ 
-* BUREAU, 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: U.S.8. "Wheeling" arrived off Taku bar April 7th, . 


and left for Shanghai the following 30th. 


(Instructions dated March 17th, 1900.) 


for gh, Ab raise? 


PPE? 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF .AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May Srd, 1900, 
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To the Honorable 


ge ee » 


é 
—— 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Referring to Department’s instructions dated March 


17th last,- I have the honor to report that the U.S.S. 


"Wheeling" arrived on the bar off Taku April 7th, and that 
on the 30th I received the following telegram from her 
Commanding Officer, William T. Burwell. 

“Wheeling leaves (for) Shanghai immediately. Cable 


"reads: Inform Minister Department so directs and if serious 


oe 


"need arises for relief vessel, communicate with Kempff, 


my 


Se ea ait tal A 


"Newark, Yokohama." 
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I have the honor to be, 
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Your obedient servant 
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Subject: Situation in tung. “Boxer" troubles spreading | 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


» Sth, 1900, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


e 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Depart- 
ment’s instruction No. 246 of March 22nd last, and have 
carefully noted its several suggestions concerning the 


missionary troubles in Shantung and Chihld, 


mf 


As to the failure of the Chinese Govermment to ade= 


at 
"ie 


quately punish the ringleaders in the Chichou 4 anti-for- 


eign cases of last year as was promised by the Tsungli Yamen, | 


ts 


the Legation had no notice that they had not been punished 
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until, on the return from ,Ponsular tour last year,.I wired to 


NM 


the missionariés to ascertain what had been done. 


the 
immediately re~callied the matter to,attention of the 


‘Tsungli Yamen, and insisted that the promised punishment 


‘am still insisting upon it. 
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reference to the contemporaneous action by identic 


I must acknowledge that under = 
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strongest method of procedure. But just at that time the 
danger seemed to be imminent, and the missionaries were all 
demanding joint action as the only possible safety, and the 
other Ministers, in view of the general danger, were urging 
it, so I did net care to take for myself or my Goverment, 
the entire responsibility which would be charged for an ab- 
solute refusal should seri ous trouble happen. Hence I 
consented to the contemporaneous action. 

As it turned out I’ believe that the separate action of 
any one of us would have been more potent, and I shall not 
fail to profit by the experience, . 

Concerning the report of an attack upon the "Boxers" by 
Christians of which you inquire, the fact, as near as can be 
ascertained, is, that, as a party of "Boxers" were passing 
through a village near Ling Ching, Shantung, the Roman Cath- 
olic Christians did attack and kill several as a ountubinit 
for previously committed outrages, 

It is always extremely difficult to ascertain and es- 


tablish the real facts. in any of these cases at so great a 


distance in the interior. 
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The reports of the missionaries are necessarily based +30 


tion which they receive from their excited, 


frightened 
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3, 
frightened and teeraas converts, who generally believe 
cnet they pee of right call upon the missio~aries in every 
case of trouble of whatever sort, and are continuously ex~ 
pecting and clamoring for toretiei protection, On the other 
hand, the Tsungli Yamen always has its side of the case made 
up by officials trying to extulpate themselves, and who are 
not a careful about the truth. In no case as yet have 
the "Boxers" attacked any American missions or disturbed any 
property in the towns or villages where they are stationed; 

I have, theréfore, in forming sasiciakinis taken into 
consideration every fact within my reach, and made such 
vigorous and persistent: presentations to the Chinese Gov- 
ernment as the cases seem to warrant or that I believed the 
situation or my Government could sustain. 

T shall be glad to be informed if under all the cir- 
cumstances, the Department would have had made stronger or 
more insistent demands. 

t have not, heretofore P been able to use as an argument the 
assurances, recently obtained by the United States Government 
from the great treaty Powers , not to interfere with the in- 


tegrity of the Chinese Empire, because, until the receipt of 


Department’s instructions No. 246 I have had no information 


as to the success of the negotiations. 


; may deem proper to communicate should be of preat value to 
the Legation. 

However, in the meantime, I shall as directed, oppor= 
tunely use the assurances no declarations of the great Pow- 
ers, set forth in the above named instruction as evidencing 

their firm determination to preserve a uniform line of pol- 
icy in regard to affairs in China; and I shall continue, as 
I have been doing, to impress upon the Chinese Government 
that the Government of the United States is firmly deter- 
mined that the treaty stipulations as to the rights of all 
American citizens,and their work,,shall be faithfully car- 
ried out, not “iis for their benefit, but for that of China 
as well. 

I have very carefully read the correspondence of my 
predecessor to which you refer, and have taken the view of 
the Department of State therein set forth substantially as 
uygntée,. except in the matter of hunishment.of:.high: provin- 
efalsofficials. 

You will observe from the correspondence that the 
Tsungli Yenen flatly refused to comply with Minister Denby's 
OEE in this regard, and when he reiterated them his 
note was never answered. Nothing short of «an exhibition, , 


nd I believe the actual employment of force will ever con- 


perial Government to punish such officials. 


5. 
It seems to me, therefore, unwise to insistently make 


particular demands, which we know will not be complied with. 


The situation in Shantung is much improved, but the 
"Boxers" seem to be spreading northward through this province 
(Chihl4). In many places small bands,mostly composed of 
beys from fifteen to twenty, are drilling and practicing what 
they term quarter staff. A number of teachers go through 
the country, gather together the idle young men at the va- 
rious villages and organize them into companies and pretend 
that if they will, under their direction, go through certain 
gymnastic movements and repeat certéin incantations, that 


they will become impervious to all weapons and nothing can 


harm them. The instructors charge them ,always,an initiation 


fee, 80 it is not certain whether the organization is the 
prime object of these teachers, or whether it is to secure 
money. 

Recently in some villages near Paoting-fu, some seventy- 
fivesmiles south west of Peking, there occurred two conflicts 
with the Catholics who are well armed and, with the help of 
the soldiers, about seventy "Boxers" were killed. A few 
‘like experiences will show the falsity of their teacher's 
‘professions and prove to them that they are as easily kill- 


6. 

Their antipathy is not directed entirely against Christ=- 
ians, but against foreigners generally, and there is no 
aoudt that it receives its first impetus from the especial 
advisers of the Semress Dowager. The two Grand Secretaries, 
Kang-i and Hsu Tung, who probably have more real influence | 
over her than any others, are known to be malignantly hos- 
tiae to all foreigners or foreign ideas. 

Rewever, there seems to be no known or recognized gen- 
eral leaders of the movement, and at present they are erase | 
tically unorganized. 

The present conditions in this province are most favor= 
able to such a movement. The people are very poor; until 
yesterday, practically no rain has fallen for nearly a year, 
ploughing has not been, and cannot be done{ crops have not 
been planted, the ground is ‘ais dry and hard to work in any 
way, and consequently the whole country is eeeeine with 
hungry, discontented, hopeless idlers, and they, . like the 
followers of the famous. Kelly's-.and. Coxéy'’s armies a few years 

ago in the United States, are ae to join any organization 
offered. : There are always clever eS to take ee 
: tage of such sistQasien. Therefore dlise reports accred- 


F 
iting ell sorts of evil practices to the foreigners and na- 


tive Christians are industriously circulated} such as - 
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poisoning wells, preventing rainfall and causing poverty, 
disease ant. death. Frequent anonymous placards are posted 
(of course many times by irresponsible people) setting forth 
these practices and urging the people to rise and extermi- 
nate all foreigners. 

If the rain, now commmenced, continues copiously, I ap- 
prehend we will-hear little more of "Boxers". But, unless 
we do have an immediate and generous rainfall, or the Gov- 
ernment adopts some stronger and more effective repres sive 
measures, serious trouble may result, not only to foreign 
interests, but to the Imperial Government saunas. 

The Government either strongly sympathises with the 
"Boxers" or it is afraid of them. It is reported and believed 
that ghere are pe "Boxers" and sympathizers with them in 
the army, and they all, both in and out of the army, claim 
to be patriotically in favor of the present Dynasty. If, 
therefore, the Government should treat them too harshly or 
punish too severely, a revolution might be the result, and 
the Government find itself without the ability of successful 
@efense. This Dynasty is not popular anywhere south of 
this province, and, with the existing palace troubles, finds 


considerable cause for anxiety. 


They claim they are doing all they can to suppress these 
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societies, but say on every occasion that it is very dif- 
ficult, because of the good and bad mixed together, 


It has been the custom for centuries , but especially 


since the Tai Ping rebellion, for villages to organize local 


companies or trained bands for their protection and safety. 
The "Boxers" have taken advantage of this, and, in many 
places, the organizations have merged. Hence the difficulty, 
which the Yamen mentions, of discriminating between the good 
and the bad. 

I have, both by note and orally, insisted that China 
has by treaty agreed that missionaries and their converts 
should be permitted to peaceably teach and practice the prin- 
ciples of Christianity wherever they pleased in China, and 
that it was her duty to see to it that such law and order 
prevail throughout the Empire, that this could safely be done, 
and that my Government would continue to demand the faithful 
execution of these treaty obligations. 

Recently I have secured copies of some anti-foreign 
caiiitaes which ee being sold on the Peking streets, and by 
my Tequest, henyicopies, together. with the blocks on.which 
they ‘were printed, have been seized and destroyed. I enclose 
trensilation ef Tsungli Yamen's note upon the subject. 


On the 6th instant a stone was thrown into the compound 


) 
| 
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of the Presbyterian mission in this city, and several anon- 
ymous, threate placards, translations of which are en- 
closed, have been posted in that vicinity and elsewhere. 

Yesterday I sent Mr. Cheshire to the Tsungli Yamen with 
@ memorandum,- copy herewith,=- and to-day I am transmitting 
a note on the same subject of which I also enclose herein 
@ copy. 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Enclosures: 
1. Secretaries of Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Cheshire, April 
30th, 1900. (Translation. 
2. Translation of placard.. 
5S. Memorandun left at Tsungli Yamen by Mr. Cheshire, May 


7th, 1900. 


rr, Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, y 9th, 1900. 


‘Enclcsure No / with despatch No 36S 
Ho Yen, had petitioned that tn a book sho: the 
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A, few, days. ago, when, B?, called. at she Yamen, you 
handed ug. 6, "ePaper tym, 929, PP small books, and stated that 
ip, Conser bad instructed you to say that as the books con- 
tained slanderous languace acainst foreigners, ia aenioas 
that their publication and sale ne prchinitted. 

The Yamen, at the time, addressed the Gendarmerie, 
requesting sins: Gantoust tens be issued at once to investigate 
tha matter, and nct allcw persons to publish such books, 
which are calculated to create and arcuse suspicion in the 
mines cf the pecple. 

The Gendarnerie has now reported that Suv-uieut en- 
ant Yen Chi-pin, on duty at the east Chu Shih Ko'u,had 
presented a petition stating that in a ocok shop on the Ta Mo 
Chang, 182 eciauee of the book called "The Eighteen ucyal ani 
Patriotic Societies" and the other book called "an Admiravple 
Plan To Destroy Foreign Buildings", together with the blocks 


(fcur of them), from which the books were printed, had been 


seized and burned in the presence of the officials. 


Purther, Lieutenant Yu Te-lu, on duty at the ' 
| Hsi Ho Yen 
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asi Ho Yen, had petitioned that in a book shop on the Nan 
Liu Hsiang, these books were also being solid. 90 volumes 
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were seized together with four blocks which were alsa burned 
in the presence of the officials, 


The Yamen considers that the officers above named 


have acted in good earnest in seizine the books and blocks 


menticned, and it is believed that such publications will 
not acain be issuei and éffered for sale. 

We bee that you will be sood enouzh to inform His 
Excellency Mr Conger, of the contents of this note. 

Cards of Shu Wen and Ku Chao-hsin, Secretaries cf 


the Tsung li Yamen, with compliments. 
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Enclosure 1 fo. 2 in Despaten 1 No. $68, 
Translation of a placara issued by Li, God of Wealth 


and of Increasing Reppiness. 
The Roman Catholic: and Protestant Relision have 


ruined and destroyed Buddhism, Their adherents have insulted 


the Gods and Holy Ones, and do not observe the Law of Buddha, 


They have irritated Heaven and in consequence no rain has 
fallen, Eight million of spiritual soldiers will be sent dom 
from Heaven to sweep away the foreigners.There has only been 
a fine rain.It will not be long before the soldiers will be 
aroused to action and there will be a calamity among the 
military and seeehe. The Buddhist religion and the Society 
of "Righteous Harmony", can protect the Empire and give peace 
and tranquility to the people, Whoever weak this placard 


and distributes six copies of it ,will thereby prevent a»: 
calamity to one household. The circulation of ten copies 


of it will prevent a calamity to a village. Those who 

see this placard and do not circulate it will commit a crime 
punishable by an ation. If foreieners are not swept 
away no rain will fall. If there are any who have taken the 
foreigner’s poisonous medicine, they should eat seven black 
plums, and take five mace of Tu Chung,(a climbing plant with 
black-spotted stalk$ and leaves)and seven mace of_Mao Tsao, 


(a medicinal herb), This spiritual prescription should be »r4 


steamed in water: and then taken. 


Note:- The above placard was sent to Mr Conger in Chinese 
text by Dr J, L, Whiting, of the American Presbyterian Missig7, 
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proclamation 
Translation of a p¥acanmsd issued by Li, God of Wealth 


and of Increasing Happiness, 


Let it be known to all thei soldiers and people 
that the Roman Catholics and Protestants have treated the 


Gods contemptuously, exterminated the Sacred Doctrine, and - 
not-thserved Buddhism, They have established chapels every~'? 
where and have taken every opportunity to get varabonds from 
all places to p¥opagate their doctrine and spread teachings 
that are in defiance of reasong They have acted of their 
own free will and accord at cross purposes(?) and by their 
acts aroused the anger of the Great Heaven and in con- 
sequence no vate has fallen, Eight miilion of spiritual 
soldiers will descend seinn Saint aueel and suodue these 
foul hordes cof malignant, aggressive and unsorvpulous per- 
sons. Should there be any remaining obstinately fixed in a 
delusion(?), it will not be long before the soldiers will 

be aroused to action and there will be a calamity among 

the military and people.If you will immediately join the 
"Society of Righteous Harmony”, then the Empire will be 
protected and peace and scadwekites prevail amone the people, 
The sia and the young who see thispréclamation and spread 
it's contents abroad, will thereby prevent a calamity to one 


household. Those who do not circulate it will suffer punish- 


ment by losing their heads. 


Note:~ The above proclamation was sent to Mr Conger in 


Chinese text by Dr George Lowry, of the Methodist Mission, 
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Enclosure No. 3 in Despatch No 368. 
Memorandum cf an interview between ur Cheshire and 

van dhSne-ei. Secretary of the Bice: 1i Yamen, Ma 7th, 
1900, (There were no Minteters at the Yamen). 

Mr Cheshire stated that he had been instructed 
by Mr Conger, to present to the Yamen certain matters 
involving the "Boxers", el Weads vieedie during church 
service at the missionary chapel of the Presbyterian Mission 


in the Ya-erh street, a missle of considerable size was 


hurled cver the wall into the Mission compound by a boxer 


varely missing the head of a servant inside. Further, eeEiNg 
the last few days a number of placards theeatéing foreigners 
have been posted on the walls near the Mission premises, 
containing very bad expressions against foreignersin gen- 
eek. One of these placards was thrown into the Mission 
compound. Groups of “Boxers” are also practicing at several 
places in the neighborhood of the Mission,and one of these 
groups has openly avowed in the presence of a chinese 
christian that there purpose is to destroy the foreigners 

at the two Presbyterian Missicn stations,in the Ya-erh and 
Erh-tiac streets. This same sentiment is constantly oa ae 
expressed on the streets and in the Tea shops near the Mis- 
sicn; and that the "Boxers" so far from regarding the proc- 
lamation of the Commandant. of the Gendarmerie, of April 30th, 
have had the effronteryito paste their placaris on the top 
of it, boldly and openly claiming that the late Imperial 
Edicts give them full protection. : 
Mr Cheshire was instructed by Mr Conger to say 
it Se was surprised to find that these unlawful acts 


ea ee a condition of affairs exist, in 


in taking steps to arrest the outlaws who commit such unlaw- 


ful acts. ir Cheshire requested the Secretary to bring the 
matter to the attention of the Ministers of the Yamen as som 
as possible, and requested » cn behalf of his Minister, that 
proper steps be immediately taken to cause the arrest and 
punishment of the persons who put cut these placards and 
committed the lawless act complained of.Further, that offi- 
cers be despatched to preserve order and that proclamations 
be posted warning the "Boxers" against creating trouble, 
This is nothing more nor less than a duty incumbent cn the 
local attdeere of the place, and they should not treat the 
matter with indifference. s¢ vigcrous action is not«ctaken 
at once to ae the “Boxers"from drilling and putting out 
inflammatory placards, we shall have a repetition of the 
serious troubles that occurred in Shantung. 

Mr Cheshire handed the Secretary a copy of two 
placards, who promised to bring the matter to the attention 
of the Ministers of the Yamen,as soon as they arrived. 

Ur Cheshire pointed out that one of the placards 
was handed to Mr Conger by Dr Lowry, of the Methodist Mission, 

Se hoods c<. 
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Enclosure ay 4 in Despatch No. F6 & 


Mr. Conger to the Tsung 11 Yamen. 
r, 6. No. 196, | LEGATION GF THE UNITED STATES GF AMERICA. 
Peking, China, May 9th, 1966, 
your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

In addition to the memorandum which, by ny direction, 
wr. Cheshire left for. Your Highness and Your Excellencies at the 
Tsung li Yarnen yesterday, concerning the throwing 4 stone into, 
and posting offensive placards in the vicinity of the Presbyterian — 
nisgion, the repeated threats uttered against the missionaries, 


public | 
and the continued, drilling of "Bpxers®° in the city; it is my duty 


to add that such a state of things right in the presence of the ' 
Tsung 1i Yamen and under the very shadow of the Imperial Palace, i 
shows a lack of appreciation of the impending danger by the Imper- © 
ial Government, a neglect of duty on the part of minor officials, 
and & careless tréatment of serious treaty’ obligations by the 

Chinese Government that is disappointing in the extreme, gives A 


just cause of alarm to all concerned, and is bringing merited 


disgrace upon the good name of the Empire. 


From the beginning of these troubles last year in Shan- 


tung, notwithstanding the repeated representations from this 

Legation and the resulting Imperial decrees and consequent assur- 
pe from Your Bighness and Your Excellencies, the "Boxers® have | 
continually spreading and steadily advancing towards Peking, until | 


Pad 


now they have finally, boldly and unhindered, marched directly 
into this capital. : | ian 
My Government has been kept fully advised of the situa- 


tion and has given the subject the most careful consideration. 
sae It 
To His Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies, the Ministers | 
of the Tsung 1i Yenet, etec., ete. 


$s 


B 
ae 


: It views with livély concern the apparent dilatoriness 
which the Chinese Government exhibits in suppressing these anti- 
roreign moverents, and in punishing all those directly or remotely 
involved therein, and instructs me to again represent to Your High- 
ness and Your Excellencies the pressing necessity of taking inmme- 
diate and radical measures for the extermination of these lawless 
prigands, and for thé protection of Americans residing in the dis- 
turbed districts, and to insure to the native converts the free ani 


peaceable exercise of their religion assured to them under treaty 


La Oe a 


and by numerous Imperial decrees, 

The Government of the United States has always been 
the constant and considerate friend of China, and its friendly 
interest has just been renewedly evidenced by the fact, that in 
the recent assurances which it has secured from the various great 


Powers holding leased territory or areas of influence in China, 


“ sss ole ssn Cathe SpA A on ap RAINE hk PRAT i, tt pons 


concerning freedom of trade in said regions, and the maintainance 


therein of Chinese rights of sovereignty, it has obtained thereby 


a renewed assurance of the policy of the treaty powers not to 
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interfere with the integrity of the Chinese Empire, 
The declarations of the Powers show also the harmony f 


which exists among them, and their firm determination to pursue 


a uniform line of policy in regard to affairs in China, and no : 
oné point is more fully settled upon in this policy than to in- H 
sure to foreign trade, to foreigners residing in China, and to 4 
native Christians the rights penrenteus them by the Imperial Gov- f 


ernment of China. Should the Chinese Government disregard these 
treaty duties, it is greatly to be feared that the policy now so 
happily inaugurated through the instrumentality of ry Government, 
will not bear the fruit, which, wnder other circumstances, it 
tight, and that further guarantees in the nature of occupation 

of points within the limits of the Empire will speedily be demand- 1 
cd by Buropean Powers, the disintegration of China hastened, if 


——t 


not precipdtated, the Expire disturbed and rebellion brought 
about, | 
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The views of ny Government as to the rights of Ar.erican 
citizens in China, and the treaty obligations of the Chinese 
government to protect them, have repeatedly been represented to 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies by this Legation, and must 

pe fully understood; but in the light of the present conditions, 
I am constrained to inform Your Highness and Your Excellencies 
that my Government is more determined than ever to see them car- 
ried out, not only in the interest of its citizens and their 
rights, but for the unquestionable benefit of China itself, 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness 


and Your Excellencies the assurances of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) E. H. Conger, 
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__( DIPLomaTié, 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. JUN 25 1900 
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14th, 1900, 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of 


Subject: Attack on British and Chinese Commissioners en- 


% 


gaged in demarcating boundary of the British 


leased territory of Wei Hei Wei by natives. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


May 14th, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:= 
I have the honor to report that on the 6th and 8th 
instants, while the British and Chinese Comiissioners were 
demarcating the boundary of the British leased territory of 


Wei Hei Wei, they were attacked by the natives, who did not 


understand the proceeding but who had been made to believe 


that the foreigners had come to take possession of their ter- © 
ritory, oppress them with increased taxes, etc, 

or Penrose, a British Engineer, and four of his men 
were wounded, thirty Chinese killed and many wounded, and 
the Chinese Commissioners were taken prisoners and held until 


relieved by the British and Chinese troops, - but quiet has 
been restored, the British Mjnister informs me that 
further trouble. 


so-called * 


x 
Pate. 
a 


ays 


me that he has information, from British officers on the 


ground pthat. the "Boxers" had nothing whatever to do with it, 


In quelling the disturbance the British regiment of Chinese 


a ae a way, 


Ke, 


soldiers behaved finely, and notwithstanding their families, 


cal 


many of whom live in the vicinity, were threatened with mur- 


co . a ” 

I enclose a clipping from the Peking and Tientsin Times 
giving an account of the affair, the correctness of which 
is assured me by the British Minister. 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servan 


Enclosure: 


As above. 
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- LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


Mr. Conger te the 


Secretary of State. 


ect: Confirming Department's cipher telegram of the 


iZth instant. Payment of damages to native 


Christians for losses in province of Shantung. 


+: Mie em 


(Despatch No. 346, March 24th, 1900.) 
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TION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
L Ey PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 15th, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
Jolin Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. . 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, the 
Department's cipher telegram of the 12th instant in reply 
to request made in my despatch No. 346 of March 24th last, 
for Department's opinion on subject of payment of damages 
by Chinese Government to native Christians on account of - 
losses sustained by them during recent disturbances 
secutions in the province of Shantung. 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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WASHINGTON, MAY 12TH, 


MISSIONARTRS REPORTING T0 LEGATION ACTION TAKEN. 
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May 15th, 1900. 


ecretary of State. 


Subject: irming Department's cipher telegram of the 


instant. Application of Canton-Hankow Railway 


for certain mining concessions in the province of 


Kwangtung. 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 15th, 1900. 


To the Honora 
John Hay, 
cretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, the 
Department's telegram of the 7th instant instructing me to 


use my good offices in support of application of Hankow- 


Canton Railway for certain mining concessions.along the line 


of that railway in the province of Kwangtung,~- and to sa 
that I have advised with Mr. Pethick on the subject and will 
do all I can to aid it. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


-CONGER; AMBRICAN MINISTER, 
PEKING. 
REFERRING YOUR INTERVIEW WITH CARY 
AND TSUNGLI YAMEN IN NOVEMBER IN RESPECT OF MINING CONCESsS1n 


AND CARY*S LETTER TO YOU ON SAME SUBJECT, CHINESE MINISTER | 


CABLED SHENG ASKING INSTRUCTIONS AS TO CONTRACT POR MINING 


RIGHTS IN STRIP FIFTEEN MILES WIDE ON BACH SIDE HANKOW-CaANTO 


ISES MADE. 
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TION OF THE UNITED STAFES OF 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


: DIPLOMATIC, 


2 900: JUN 25 1900 


May 18th, 1900. 


Mr. Conger to th 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Correspondence with Admiral Kempff requesting 


warship at Taku, 


. 
(Despatch No. 367 , May Srd, 1900,) 
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_ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


18th, 1900, 


LOT ask Dee MOP RR 1 ree 


Te the Honorable 


igh eee 


John Hay, 


eae 


PS ee 


2 Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Set Nein on OND et eee PY A 
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, ‘ | 
Referring to my despatch No. 367 of the Srd instant 


in which I reported the departure of the U.S.8. "Wheeling" 


or »~ I have the honor to enclose copy of my cor=- 


Yespondence with Admiral Kempff, Second-in-Command of Uni- 


ted States Naval Force on Asiatic Station, confirming my 


telegram requesting that a warship be sent to Taku as soon 
as possible. 


honor to be, 


ent servant 


Enclosure No. ~ in oe No. 2 
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eryto Rear Adriral Kerpff. 


ere * 


Mis. No. ; SSeeeieton of the ‘United Fiates of Antrien 


Peking, China, May 18th,°196C. 
Rear Admiral Louis Kempff, 


“AW TRIORA .BUOTHEAR GRIMOORS 
United States Navy, 


Second-in-Command, 


United States —e vores on Asiatic Station, 


a BAP 34 ae 
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Yokohama. 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, my cipher 


telegram of the 17th, and to report that the anti-foreign socie- 
ties called "Boxers" are rapidly vereeting throughout this pro- 
vince. 

On the 12th instant they attacked a Catholic village about 
fifty miles from here, burned it and killed sixty-one Christians; 
and at another place destroyed a chapel of the London Mission, 
killed a Chinese preacher and one convert. At a place forty-five 
miles southwest from Peking they have driven the Protestant con- 
verts from their chapel and are threatening others. 

I do not consider the danger is imminent at this moment, but 
it may become so at any time. 

Unless the Chinese Government can be aroused to take more 
energetic action than they, ‘ve far, seem inclined to do, the 
situation is likely to be very serious, not only for the mission- 

aries, but for the Chinese Government itself. 

The presence of one or more of our warships in the vicinity 
of Taku will have a good influence on the Chinese Government and 
may be sadly needed, ; 

Admiral Remy, on withdrawing the "Wheeling, informed me 
that you were to be called upon if another vessel was needed. 
| have the honor to be, Sir, 


‘Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) EF. H. Conger. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, "wy, @ 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Secretary of State. 
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Subject: Certain statistics desired by the Census 
cannot be furnishe Set of the Elevent 


sus and future publications of the Census 


PRR RE 


would be very acceptable to the Chinese Government. 
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(Circular Instructions dated March 30th, 1900))/ 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 2ist, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 
Acknowledging receipt of and replying to Circular In- 
structions of the Department of State dated March 30th last,- 


IT have the honor to say that there are no publications by 


this Government on the subjects of vital statistics, agri- 


culture and manufactures, or any other statistical reports 
which would be of service to the Census Office, 


I believe a set of the Eleventh Census and future pub- 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


“pam? 


eek Fat ae 
ri - 


4 


ree ie 


“cs ye any srg ret ta 


FEC ENN 


~ 
oo aectihnes wae <P latinten te Sates +p data tena 
ee, a 


ate ead gly BAER 0! 7a ec ERRORS 


ee CIE ALB NL ME LON 


a 
4 
be 
= 
; 
4 


BM CHERYON GA ee i. F RAR ETL LIAB 6 AOA PR ERE ELIE GE RTE we 
: P idea ROE eT ee eee . —— — . races 
tie ahi 


’ 


y of. final correspondence requested. 


Secretary of State. 


(Instruction No, 247, April 2nd, 1900.) 


China. Ci 


Shanghai, disbarring them from all Consular Courts 


order made by the United States Consul General at 
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Mr. Conger to the 
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STATES OF AMERICA, 


* 
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May 21st, 1900. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


struction Ne. 247 of April 2nd last, with its enclosures, 


dle ite pe ot 


pets 


hai, disbarring them from all Consular Courts in China,- I 
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have the honor to request a copy of the final correspondence 
with Mr. Goodnow on the subject. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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‘Secretary of State. 


26th last enclosing correspondence recently had 
eign trade in China. 


with certain foreign Governments concerning for- 
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-LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 2lst, 1900. 


ohn Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


have the honor to ac 


structions dated March 26th last enclosing duplicate copies 


of the correspondence which the Govermnent of the United 


“ 


eclaration suggested to them by the United States concerning | 


¢ 


x 
- 

id 

# 


oreign trade in China, one copy of which was furnished the 


hinese Government for its information. 
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ERRATA AM RTE 


T have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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_... Peking Cit 
May 21, 1900. 
Received 12.37 P. M. 


soobetue of State, . lap , 1 J ey 


Vat Ae Aiea, 


« Washington. 
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Boxers greatly increased in this province and in and 
around Peking. Village forty miles Peking burned. Sixty 


i 


native Catholics killed. No foreigners attacked. Chinese 
Government aroused and promises immediate suppression. Dip- 
lomatic corps demanded immediate effective measures, 

NEWARK en route Taku. I hope and believe the worst has 


passed, 


CcONGER 


red by_the Ghief Clerk 
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Secretary of State. 


Subject: Confirming Legation's cipher telegram of 21st in- 


stant. Critical situation in ahd about Peking. 
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Increase of "Boxers" in Province of Chihli. Ac- 
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tion of Diplomatic Corps. 
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‘LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 21st, 1900, 


~ 


. a 


To the Honorable 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. Sf. 


pher telegram of to-day. 
In response to the request of the French Minister, the 
Dean called a meeting of the Diplomatic Corps yesterday, 


upon information furnished in a letter from the Catholic 


Bishop in Peking and verbal reports by the other Ministers, 


the situation was considered so grave that the Corps unani- 


mously instructed the Dean to present it to the Tsungli Ya- 


© 
J 


men, and demand immediate and effective measures, which he “ 
did to-day by the note, copy of which is enclosed. 


IT also enclose copies of the Bishop's letter and one 


by 
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interview with the Tsungli Yamen, I called their attention 


to the fact that, notwithstanding constant warnings from this 


r 


and other Legations, the "Boxers" had continually increased 
and spread until now they are boldly organizing inside the 
‘wall of Peking, the existence of thousands is known in the 
villages around Peking, Christian converts are being perse~ 
cuted and threatened everywhere, many forced to recqant their 


religious professions, and some have been compelled to aban- 


don their chapels and come to Peking for safety. 


rt 


b, far ad At a London mission near Chou Chow, forty miles west 
of Peking, two native Christians have been killed and their 
chapel destroyed. Near Paoting-fu, a Catholic village has 


been destroyed and sixty-one Christians murdered, some of 


them being burned alive be 
2 The Foreign Govermments cannot longer sit idly by and 


witness this persecution and murder. I can only speak for 


my own Government, but it is becoming very impatient over 


China ‘s continued treaty violation. It always has been 
and still is the good friend of China, and only wishes it 


prosperity, but is now more than ever determined to sustain 


ig 


the treaty rights of all American citizens and of the Christ- 


’ 


and it will hold the Chinese Government. to the 


infraction in this — 


benefit of its own 
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citizens, but in the interest of China herself, whose gov- 


_ 


ernment is now sadly threatened by these lawless organizatior 
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At present, it is true they seem to have no capable lead- 


er, but should one arise and the populace become really in- 


rs 


* 


flamed, the overthrow of the present dynasty is most likely 


H 
to follow, and possibly the destruction of the Empire, etc. 


They replied that. I did not understand the many diffi- 
culties under which they labored, but they had succeeded in 
suppressing the "Boxers" in the province of Shantung and 


would do so here. 


I told them that I saw no effective measures whatever 


® f 


being put forth. They replied that the movement had not here~’ 
to-fore been looked upon as serious; but that now the Throne 
was, fully aware of the gravity of the situation and that 
@ recent confidential decree had been sent to the Viceroy, the! 


Peking and neighboring officials, which would surely prove 


effective, suppress the "Boxers" and restore order. 


* 


I told them that the most alarming telegrams were being 


* 


sent to the newspapers of Europe and America.of the_existing 


: 


state of anarchy here, and that the people of the world would | 


be forced to believe that the Government of China was either 


£ 


abetting these murderous brigands, or that it was too weak . 


> 


| to suppress or control them, and its good name and credit 


After reading me the decree, which was much like those here- 


to-fore published, they asked if I would not wire my Govern- 


< , 


ment that they could and were suppressing the "Boxers", 


I replied that at present I would nots that I had been 


for six months telegraphing the issuance of ineffective de~- 


crees, but if they would show me the fact by actual and im- 


mediate repression, which they could if they would, in three 


‘ 


ar 


days, I would giadly and quickly wire it to my sinensis 

They assured me that sufficient troops had been sent to 
the disturbed districts to restore order and afford protec- 
tien. 

I again told them that restored order would be the only 
possible proof. I also said that unless the situation was 
relieved and the threatening danger from mobs averted, I 
should be compelled to ask for a sufficient guard of Ameri- 
can marines to insure the safety of the Legation. 

They said: *Oh' don't do that. It is unnecessary." 
And again promising energetic action the interview closed. 

Unless some energetic action is haben the situation 
will become fraught with great danger to all foreigners, not 
from any intelligent or organized. attacks, but from igno- 
rant and inflamed mob violance. I, however, believe as I 


“ 


said in my telegran, that the Government is aroused, itself 
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but no one can be certain of this until it is done. 


deemed it prudent to ask the Admiral for the presence of an- 
| . 

other war vessel, and, reaponding to.the request, Admiral 
Kempff with the "Newark" sailed hither from Yokohama on the 


19th instant and should arrive soon. 
I have the honor to be, 
‘Sir, 
Your obedient servant 
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Enclosures: 
Dean of Diplomatic Corps to Tsungli Yamen, May 2ist, 1900. 
Bishop Favier to Mr. Pichon, May 19th, 1900, 


e Mr. Killie te Mr. Conger, May 16th, 1900, 
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IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE MEASURES. 


CORPS DEMANDED 


SIXTY NATIVE CATHOLICS KILLED, NO FORBIGNERS ATTACKED 
GOVERNMENT AROUSED AND PROMISES IMMEDIATE SUPPRESSION, 


' nis . - — * . ‘ — re — 
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The Diplomatic Body toe the Tsungli Yamen. 
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Peking, May 2lst, 1900. 
I have the honor to commmicate to Y.H.and Y.2. 
the text of a resolution prepared yesterday by the Represen- 
tatives of the foreign powers accredited to Peking. 


"The Diplomatic Body, relying upon the Imperial Decrees 
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" already published, which have ordered the disolution of the 
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"Boxers", demand: 


lst. The arrest of all persons practicing the drills 


"of that association, provoking disturbances upon the public 
"highway, posting, printing or distributing placards which 


“may contain threats against foreigners." 


ew 


"2nd. The arrest of owners or guardians of temples 
“or other places where the “Boxers" assemble, and the treat- 
mt of these accomplices and criminal abettors as "Boxers" 
"themselves". 


"“Srd . The chastisement of the public officials who 
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themselves culpable by neglecting to suppress 
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with which they are charged, or who may con- 
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execution of p rsons who are supporting and 
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"5th. 


“directing the "Boxers" in the present disturbances." 


"6th. The publication in Peking, «iri Chili and the other 


J . 


"Northern provinces of proclamations bringing these measures 


"to the knowledge of the people." 


> 


I am, besides, charged by the Diplomatic Corps to in- 
form Y.H.and Y.E. that it expects a satisfactory reply to 


this demand without unnecessary delay. 


* 


. 


I improve the occasion to reiterate to Y.H.and Y.E. 
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the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) B.Cologan 


Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. 
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Apostolic Vicarate of Peking and North China, 


Peking, May 19th, 1900, 
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Mr. Minister:- afl 
From day to day the situation becomes more “4 

serious and threatening. In the prefecture of Paoting-fu 

more than seventy Christians have been massacred; near Echao : 

Icheou, only three days ago, three neophytes have been cut 

in pieces . Many bila have been pillaged and burned, : 


a great many others have been completely abandoned. 
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bread,without clothing, without shelter. At Peking alone, 
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nothing lightly. 
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Religious persecution is only: one object. The real pur- 
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pose is the extermination of Buropeans, a purpose which is 
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clearly set forth and written upon the banners of the “Boxers”. i 


Their associates await them at Peking, where they will begin 


with 
by attacking the churches and finish the Legations. 


Por us here at the Paitang, the day is practically 


ended. All the city knows itj;every body is speaking of it, 
and a popular outbreak is manifest. 

Yesterday evening, forty-three poor women and their 
children, flying from the massacre, arrived at the house of 


the Sisters. Mere than five hundred persons accompanied 


saying to them, that if they had escaped this once they 
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Under these circumstances Mr. Minister, I believe it my 
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duty te ask you to kindly send us at least forty or fifty 
marines to protect our persons and our property. “Phas has | 
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you will take into consideration our humble prayer. 


Please accepr Mr. Minister, the assurances of the re- 
spect and the profound gratitude with which IT have the honor ~ 
to be 

our Excellency's very humble and 


obedient servants - 


_ (Signed) 


Alf. Pavier. 


_-——s«BAshop, Apostolic Vicar at Peking. 
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-B.and M.P. etc., 
Peking, China, 
Dear Sir:- , 
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district where the "I Ho C*huan (or T'uan) is in active operation, | 


fore made concerning the same. I am now prepared with proof to 


show that the members of that organization practice ("lien") prac- » | 
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Chuang where the Amer- 


School for girls, and 
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80 located one foreign lady missionary evangel- 
ist. 
(These places are all in the neighborhood of Ling Shang, our 
neadquarters.) (13) Pao Ti Hsien, the county seat one hundred 11 
to the south-east of this place, where we have had a native evan- 
gelist at work for over a year. At this place great numbers of 
men (said to be as many as two or three hundred) practice openly 
every day. 

It is only recently that open threats of violence have been 
made ag&inst the foreign missionaries here and against the native 
Christians, but they are now almost of daily occurrence. For | 
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went te the San Ho yamen with a letter from me to the 
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official, they were recognized as Christian evangelists and fol- 


lowed by people to the yamen, and repeatedly threatened with death 
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There were many calls for knives to kill them with. The official 
was absent from the city, so they did not see him. They actually 
suffered no physical violence, but that was doubtless only be- 


cause of their own patience and forbearance. 
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All about us men are actively stirring up feeling against us 


. : 


by saying that we are poisoning the wells, and many villages have | 
already purchased native medicines to put into the wells to 
counteract the effect of the supposed poison. 

The recent rains which you have had in Peking have not reaced 


this part of the country, and hence, as no farming can be done, the q 
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people are idle and distressed at having no crops, and consequently a 


easily misled by the designing men who are so actively propagat- 


ing this society. 


» 


ok 


~~ 


The I Ho C*huan is spreading like wildfire over all this 


district. Where two months ago it was practically unknown, to-day 
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; but, in my judgment, (and 


Charles A. Killie 


obedient servant, 


C.A.K. 


(signed) 
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sed through several such experiences in my ten or more 


) there is not a day to 


Praying Your Excellency*s kindly offices on our behalf, 


be promptly forwarded to me. 
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Secretary of State. 


Subject: Suggesting that President send congratulatory tel- 


*% 


MEET OS 


she 


ig 
, * 


y had Pte tent eet -92 


* 


egram to Emperor of China on occasion of his 50th 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


To the Honorable — 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C 


Referring to my No. S200f February Sth last and its 


enclosure: concerning the approaching 50th birthday of the 


Emperor of China, which occurs on the 24th of July proximo,- 
I beg to say that these decennial anniversaries are very 
pertant occasions the lives of all Chinese officials, 
and if it has. not already been done by mail, I suggest the 
propriety of the President sending a congratulatory comm 
nication by telegraph to be transmitted to the Emperor on 
that occasion, 

I have heard some talk of some of the Governments mak- 
ing him presents, but camnot learn that any have determined 
to do so, course I understand that our Govermment can do 
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calls or other united action. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Requesting copy of regulations governing transit of 
Chinese laborers across the United States to or 
from foreign countries. 


(Treaty of March 17th, 1894.) 
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ment of the United States governing the transit of Chinese- 


s the United States in the course of their 


cle III, Treaty of March 17th, 1894. 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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powers bring them Peking, can I arrange. wi h Admiral for 
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Subject: Henry B. Miller recognized as United States Censul 


at Chungking. 


Instructions No. 248, April 7th, 1900.) 


tinee \ 
Oe a 
EE Sy ter DE 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


Te the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to report that in accordance with 


Department's instructions No. 248 of the 7th ultimo, formal 
recognition was requested of the Chinese Government of 
Henry B. Miller, as United States Consul at Chungking, 


that I have to-day been notified that he has been so recoge 
nized. 
Mr. Miller has been so informed and his commission for- 
warded to him through the Consul General. 
T have the henor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Key number adopted for use with Slater's cipher 


Subject: 


code, 


nstructions No. 254, April 20th, 1900.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 29th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 


Acknowledging receipt of Department’s instruction 


No. 254 of the 20th ultimo relative to use of Slater's cipher 


code in telegraphic correspondence between this Legation 


and the various Consulates,~- I have the honor to inform you 
that number 115 has been selected as the key number. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPH 
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From Peking City, 
Hay 29, 1900. 
eceived 6.06 A. M. 


inereasing. Hine Methodist converts brutall 


The movement has developed i 
rebelli A. Ghimese Goveriiment is trying but apps 


Py 


is unable to suppress it.° Many soldiers disioc; 


Ls 


eral railroad bridges and stations near Peking burned. 


tiens have ordered guards. 
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Mr. Conger te the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject : Pretection of American citizens in Shantung by 


2 


German authorities. 


(Instruction Ne. 252, April 16th, 1900.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Department's 
instructions No. 252 of the 16th ultimo,concerning the ale 
leged danger te American missionaries caused by the activ- 


ity of the Germans in the province of Shantung in prospecting 


& 
"ise ype! 


wt 


ara 


for minerals and constructing railways, and in which I am 


directed to take an early occasion to say to my German col- 
league that the Government of the United States feels that 
under the circumstances of the case it can expect that the 
German authorities in Shantung will see to it that American 
ens, and particularly American missionaries, in that 


quarter, shall receive equal treatment with the Germans in 


> ? 


the matter of necessary protection of life and property. 


tion shall be strictly complied with, 


that the German Minister will readily: reit- 
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STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


~~. 


May Slst, 1900 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


ed American settlement at Canton. Proper 
ceurse to pursue. 


(Instructions No. 253, April 19th, 1900.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May Sist > 900 e 


Te the Honorable 
John Hay, | 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sirs- 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Depart- | 
ment’s instruction Ne. 255 of April 19th last, enclosing a 


cepy ef a letter from Mr. William Whiley urging that steps 


ee Rn ee ee 


be taken to secure a concession from the Chinese Government 


str ee | Aa 


for an American settlement at Canten, and directing me te 
examine the matter and report. 


As the matter of foreign settlements is invariably ar- 


"eb ee 


YTanged pre 


with the previncial efficials, coming 


afterwards te Peking for the approval ef the Tsungli Yamen, 


er for additional presasurey when necessary, .....ssecessess 


ooo. L have referred the matter te our Consul at Canton 


¢ 


t and their willingness te assume all its burdens, 
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stence of suitable territory for it, 
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as considerable laber connected with all fereign concessiéns 


At Tientsin the Americans gave up a splendid cencession 
because neither the men ner the money could be found te op- 
erate it; and at Shanghai fer the same reasen a fine Amer- 
ican settlement was merged inte a general ene. 
I believe there is enly ene American business man in 
Canten, and the missienaries have their missiens and scheols 
se scattered that I can scarcely see how they avail themselves 
ef the benefits ef a cencession. 

It 4s true the island ef Shameen is very small, but the 
English and Prench beth have very excellent and well improved 
cencessiens thereen.These practically comprise the whole is- 
land, and it is most advantageously lecated. 

I de net therefere apprehend that they weuld be willing 
te turn them inte a general settlement, or toe remove te a 
mere distant place fer the purpose ef joining in such a set- 
tlement. 


If a general fereign settlement is te be granted it 


consent | 
must first have the unanimous of all the representatives of 


s interested. Hence the Consular Body en the 


further. 
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Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 
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CEIVED IN CIPHER. 


June 1, 1900. 


q +08 P. M. 


English, Russian, French, Japan- 
rican guards errived last night 
quieting the situation in Peking. Boxer 
still eetive in the coun 
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Guom. Peking City, 
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Ziemmerman, Department passport 4948 of 1898, impris- 
1é@a Port Arthur, Russian leased territory for evasion 


nilitary service. 


Conger. 
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Secretary of State. 


Subject : Confirming Legation's telegrams of May 26, 28, and 


June }; alse Department's telegram of May 26th. 
Arrival of Legation guards, Outrages committed 


by “Boxers”. Situation at Peking. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
: PEKIN, CHINA. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Vashingten, dD. ¢ 


Sir:- 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, my tel- 


and Department's telegram of May 26th, 
egrams of May 26th,28th and June ist,, and te say that Cap- 


tain Mc Calla of the U.S.S. "Newark" arrived here last night 


at 8 o* clock with fifty marines and an automatic. gun. 
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There came also, on same train, a Russian guard of sev- 
enty-five men, English seventy-five, French seventy-five, 
Italian forty, and Japanese twenty-five. German and Austrian 


contingents are expected to-morrow, 


376 
ince my despatch No. S?é6-of May 21st last, and in re- 
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piy te the demand of the Diplomatic Corps, copy of which was 


Salient hes ta 


enclosed therein, the Tsungli Yamen, on the 27th ultimo, com- 
Teported the required decree pub- 
measures taken which it was believed 

But, the consternation of 


came that the railroad was at- 
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Paoting-fu line, and that all the foreigners connected with 
the line had fled to Tientsin, or were besieged. in their h 
Later in the day it was learned that Fungtai, the second 
station on the Tientsin line, only ten miles from Peking, 
and where are located the railroad machine shops, was being 
burned, no trdins were running between Tientsin and Peking, 
and the "Boxers" were reported marching on Peking. 
At 6 P.M. a hurried meeting of the Diplomatic Corps 
was called, and it was decided to bring Legation guards to 
the city without delay, the Tsungli Yamen was notified of 
our determination, and requested to see te it that proper 
‘transportation facilities were at hand. 
The Tsungli Yamen begged that guards be not brought, 
at least not for a few days, and in the meantime it would 
‘demonstrate that they were not needed, and it ordered the 
Viceroy net te permit their departure from Tientsin. We 
insisted on our determination, and learning that the guards 
would be ready at Tientsin yesterday, we demanded on the eve- 


aa 
ning of the 50th that erders to grant permissien should be 


~at once. At 2 o'clock A.M. the 3lst 


itimo, we were informed that such orders had been sent, and 
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at & e'clock P.M. the guards arrived as stated above. 


given much confi-~ 
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an 


a most quiet: effect on the Chinese generally and inspired 


a 


the Chinese Government te apparently more vigorous efforts 


for the general security. 

ff has acted most promptly and willingly 
and it is a matter of pride and congratulation fer all of us, 
that, headed by Captain McCalla, the United States guards 


were the first to arrive at Tientsin and the first here. 


I beg yeu to give this information to the Secretary of 


the Navy, with an expressien of my sincere appreciation and 


gratitude te all concerned. 


On the 28th, Dr. Davis,:,of the Methodist mission, re- 


ported that on the 25th instant at Pa chow, sixty miles te 
the south-west of Peking, the “Boxers" attacked and destroyed 
the houses of several of their cenverts and murdered nine 


Christian women and children. 
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I immediately sent Mr. Cheshire te the Tsungli Yamen 
with the details, and,by appointment, called myself the next 
day, and requested that an immediate and thorough investiga- 
tion be made, the perpetrators of the horrible crime swiftly 


and adequately punished, and ample protectien be given to the 
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a-.copy of which T enclese. I enclese copies of correspon- 


tu ° dence with the Tsungli Yamen concerning the whéele _ 


( : matter, and memorandum of personal interview of the English, 


‘Russian, French and American Ministers on behalf of the Di- 


’ CF  :plematie Cerps; also translations of three Imperial Decrees 
on the General subject. The copy of summary of measures 
adepted, referred .te in Tsungli Yamen's note of May 27th, 
(Enclosure No. .1.}) being very long and in great detail, is 


not enclesed,. 


During te-day rumors of "Bexer" raids, persecutien ef 


Christians, destruction of their hemes and threats against 
all foreigners have been coming in from various lecalities, 


ef which I will speak in a subsequent despatch if they are 
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2 have the honor to be,Sir, 


Yeur ebedient servant 


Teungli Yamen to Dean of Diplomatic Body, May 27,1900, 


(translatien,) 
Ze ur. Conger te the Tsungli Yamen, May 30th, 1900. 


3. Deyen of Diplematic Cerps te Tsungli Yamen, May 28, 1900, 


4.. Tsungli Yamen to Dean of Diplematic Cerps, May 29, 1900, 
(Translation. ) : 
5. taungla Yamen to Sir Claude and ethers, June 1, 1900. 
randu of Se at ae el 
morandun: per © 8s J 
"ench and Amer ican Ministers with Tsungli "famen; lay 350, 


werial Beare of May 17th, 1900, (Translation: ) 
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30th, 
Yanen ‘te Dean of Déplemtio, Serpe, May 24, 
mm tic Corps te reungli Yann, y 26, 1900. 


7 . Se eases ; 
- . PEKING, MAY 26, ee. 
v ; ° : 
SECSTATE, a 
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AND THE OTHER GREAT POWERS BRING THEM PEKING, CAN I 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED... (CIPHER.) 


CONFER WITH ADMIRAL ABOUT SENDING GUARDS FOR YOUR 


HILL, ACTING, 


« (CIPHER.) 


PEKING, MAY 28,1900, 


, 


JAPANESE, ITALIAN AND AMBRICAN GUARDS ARR LAST NIGHT, . ~ 
MATERIALLY QUIETING THE SITUATION IN PEKING. BOXERS STILL ACTIVE 


IN THE COUNTRY. 
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Enclosure No. / in Despatch No. JES 
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The Tsungli Yamen to the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. 
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- On the 26th instant we received the following note from 
Your Excellency: 
| *T have the honor to address Your Highness and 
Your Excellencies the text of a resolution taken by the Foreign 
Representatives setee The Diplomatic Corps maintain that the 
despatch of the Taungli Yamen of the 24th iastens does not reply 
to the question which the Foreign Representatives presented in | 
their note of the 2ist. The Tsungli Yamen declare that the measures — 
ad¢ ptea by the Imperial Government for the suppression of the 
Boxer's agree substantially with the ideas expressed by the Minis- — 
ters accredited to Peking. Tt does not say whether or not it accep 


these measures. The Tsungli Yamen adds that it has requested a 
new decree ordering the Viceroy of Chili as well as the various 
Yamens charged with the administration of the Capital to proceed 
immediately with measures which shall be efficavdous, and not 
expend themselves in mere words. This is not yet published nor 
has it been communicated to the Foreign winisters. The Diplomatic 
Corps therefore demands that the measures which have been taken, ) 
according to the despatch of the 21st instant, shall be immediately | 
communicated as well as the edict aforesaid.* : 

Prior to this we had received thé following Imperial Decree 
dated: May 17th on the subject of the Boxers; 

"We have just learned that in and about Peking evil disposed 
persons who call themselves Boxers have disturbed the peace of the 
people by posting placards everywhere and circulating reners. We 
deeply fear that disorder will gradually follow. As to the measures 
Which it is necessary to take to reestablish order and for the 
‘suppression of the Boxers, We direct the Tsungli Yamen, the Mil- 


¥ Governor at Peking, the Police Censors of the five divisions 
of the eity - onbarte of Peking to consult together and adopt 
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‘the necessary measures, and also to immediately put them in force. 
We also order the above named officials to memorialize Us on the 
action taken by them. We also order Yu Lu to act and vigorously 
suppress these disorders. Respect this," | 

On the 2ist of May on the receipt of the note of Your Excella.y 
cy communicating the reso;ution of the DiplomaticCorps, the 
Tsungii Yamen again memorialized the Throne. On the 24th the fol- 
lowing Imperial Decree was published: 


"Heretofore owing to the placards and rumors published by the 
Boxers disturbing the peace of the people, We have several times 
given orders to the Yamen having jurisdiction to adopt and imme- 
diately put in force repressive senoures. Today a memorial of the 
Tsungli Yamen informed Us that the Boxers were spreading. rumors 
everywhere, endeavoring to stir up disorder and excite the people. 
The heart of man is irresolute and uncertain. It is ready to stir 
up trouble. It is of the greatest necessity that effective repress 
sive measures be found. We order the Tsungli Yamen, the Military 
Governor of Peking, the Police Censors of the five divisions etc. 
and the Viceroy of Chili to deliberate together on the foregoing 
and memorialize Us in reply. Respect this." 

On the 25th the Viceroy of Chili memorialized the Throne 
in regard to the Boxers and an Imperial Decree was issued as 
follows: — 

"The search for and arrest of the principal ringleaders, the 
dispersion of the bands are salutary proceedings. It is necessary 
that the Viceroy issue végorous orders to officers civil and 
military, who according to circumstances, will use severe or less 
severe measures. Beware of the least negligence. Respect this." 

It is indeed time that the Chinese Government realizes the 
extreme gravity of the question, It already approves of salutary 
measures regulating it. The Yamen now encloses for Your Excellen- 
ey's information the measures adopted in compliance with the In- 
perial Decrees by the Yamen, the Military Governor and the Police 
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We beg you to submit this summary to the Foreign Ministers 
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lited to Peking in order that they may know that the formal 


8 made by them in their note of the 2lst are all included. 


in the measures adopted, and there has been strict compliance 


with the wishes of the Representatives of the Powers at Peking. 
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We beg them to rest easy and, if in the future there is some- 
thing which is not entirely satisfactory, they should inform us 
of the circumstances, , 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yanen. 
F, G. No. 202, Legation of the United States uf Metin. 
Peking, China, May 30th, 1900, 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies: _ 
On the 25th instant a most revolting and brutal murder of | 

nine Ghristien women and children was committed by Boxers at the i 

village of Shan-lai-ying, near Pa Ghow, and their homes pillaged | 

and destroyed. : | 
These women and wittaren were all eonverts of the American 


Methodist Mission | 
» and it was for this alone that they were mur- 


dered. 
This crime is the more outrageous and the responsibility 


therefor the more direct, because the Chinese Government has been 


repeatedly informed of the presence and operation of the Boxers 
in that vicinity. I have myself given earnest and timely warnine 
to Your Highness and Your Excellencies, and have insistently 
demanded protection for these poor people against just exactly 
what has happened. 

The Chinese Government has not promptly sent soldiers, and 
many times when they have tardily gone, they have fraternized with 
the Boxers instead of arresting them, thus evidencing on the part 
of the Government a flagrant scene of its treaty obligations 
which cannot be overlooked. 

The Chinese Government will not therefore be permitted to 
escape the fullest responsibility in this horrible attate. 


Therefore, basing my demands upon the “provisions of sacred 


treaties and Imperial Edicts, I request that the fullest investi- 
gation be immediately made, that the murderers be promptly ar- 


rested 


‘To His Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli Yamen 
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rested and swiftly and adequately punished; and such unquestioned. 
protection be given to the surviving Chriatians as will enable 


them to return and remain peaceably and safely at their homes 


: 


without further persecution. 


; 


These murders were so openly committed, that there can be 


; 


no difficulty in finding the real criminals, and hence no excuse 


? 


for delay or misearriage of justice, 


The details of these inhuman and savage atrocities are fully 
set forth in the memorandum left by Mr. Cheshire at vour Yamen 
vesterday. | 

Requesting Your Highness and Your Excellericies to give me 
immediate information of the action taken, I improve the opportu- 


nity to again assure you of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) EB. H. Conger, 
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Enclosure no.§ in Despatch No. 363 


The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps to the Tsungli Yamen. 
EEE SE ay ee 7 
Peking, May 28th, 1900, 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies: : 

I have the honor to inform Your Highness and Your Excellencies 
that the Representatives of Germany, England, Austria-Hungary, 7 
United States, France, Italy, Japan and Russia have decided at 
a meeting of the Diplomatic Corps to bring immediately some 
detachments of troops to Peking. 

T am instructed to request of you, in the name of my colleagws 
to give the necessary instructions, that the detachments, whose 
arrival is expected at once, may find at Tangku the trains to 
bring them to this Capital. 

It goes without saying that this decision of the Ministers 
does not authorize the Chinese Government to aveié taking the 
measures, which the Ministers have demanded for so long a time 


necessary to put an end to the rebellion for which it is respon- 


sible and the continuance of which can only aggravate the present 
situation in China. 
Accept &c. 
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Enclosure Ro./+ in Despatch No, 353 
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The Tsungli Yamen to the Dean of Diplomatic Corps. 
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Peking, May 29, 1966, 
To His Excellency 
Mr. de Cologan, | | 
Spanish Minister and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps: 
Gn the 28th of May 1966 we received from Your Excellency 
M. Doyen the following despatch: 

"IT have the honor to inform Your Highness and Your Excellen- 
cies that the Representatives of Sormany, England, Austria- Hun- 
gary, United States, France, Italy, Japan and Russia have decided 
at a meeting of the Diplomatic Corps to bring immediately some 
detachments of troops to Peking. I am instructed to request of 
you in the name of my eolleagues, to give the necessary instruc- 
tions, that the detachments, whose arrival is expected at once, 
nay find at Tangku the trains to bring them to this bepital. It 
goes without saying that this decision of the Ministers does not 
authorize the Chinese Government to avoid taking the measures 
which the Ministers have for so long a time demanded, necessary 
to put an end to the rebellion for which it is responsible, and 
the continuation of which can only aggravate the present situation 
in China.*® | 

We declare that with reference to the disturbances made by 
the bandit Boxers in the region of the Prefecture of Peking and 
the provinee of Chili, the High Commisioner of the Northern Ports 
had already sent troops to Siuventianse and take the necessary 
action. However at the moment when the troops despatched arrived 
at Lei Chouei hsien to resist the Boxers and fight them, the 
bandits suddenly threw. themselves upon Lu Kou Chiao and Feng tai / 
with such force that it was impossible to stop them. It is this : 


which has given the foreign Ministers great unrest, and caused us 
the Prince and Ministers, profound alars. 
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At present several detachments of troops from How Chen Ying 
(Camp commanded by Prinee Tuan) and from Won Wei Kun ( army of 


Jung Lu) have been hurried to the region of Feng tai and Lv Kou 
chiae to reestablish order in an effective manner and to forth- 
with make arreata. There has besides been troops sent from Chen 

Ki Ying (camp commanded by Prince Ching) to be stationed at Machia 
pu and to be posted in the vicinity of the different legations, 
to patrol there day and night and insure efficient pretéesion. 

We have moreover received an Imperial decree which will he 
madé public ordering the local authorities to immediately restore 
order and insure avenestions 

These bandits have their origin only among vagabonds and | 
have no fire arms, and it will evidently not be difficult to dis- 
persec therm without delay. 

We therefore beg you, Mr. Doyen, to request the Representa- 
tives of the several Powers to delay the arrival of their de- 
tachments. If then in three or four days the measures taken by 
the Chinese are crowned with success, they would be spared the 
necessity of their resolution. 

In truth this would be on the part of the different coun- 
tries a new and valuable testimony of their'’pleasant and friendly 
relations with China. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to the Foreign Ministers, 
(Messrs Sir C. MacDonald, Pichon, de Giers and Conger} 


eee eeeeeesee Peoeveeveee0eee00e0 0 | 


. Peking June 1, 1906, 

Your Excellencies: 

With reference to the announcement just verbally made by 
 ~Your Excellencies with regard to bringing up troops to Peking 
= for self defence, the Prince and Ministers beg to atate that the 
Chinese Government is already doing its duty energetically in the 
matter of protection, and there is really no necessity to bring 
up tropps, but if the Foreign Representatives insist on this step 
the Yamen will on their part interpose no obstacles. But as there 
is excitement in the City, if the number of foreign soldiers is 
excessive, there is reason to fear that only fresh troubles will 
be created. The Yamen must therefore request that ag$on last occa- 
sion, each Legatiowi should have twenty to thirty men on an aver- 
age, and no more. They must also request that the guards be kept 
under proper control and charged only with the task of protect ing 
the Legations, without interferging in other matters, and that ; 
after a few weeks time, when the brigands are quieted, they shahl¢ 
be at once withdrawn, so that friendly relations may be maintained : 
in their integrity. — 

The Prince and Ministers beg Your Excellencies to give instrw 
tions to the above effect. 


They avail themselves etc. 
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Enclosure No b with Despatch No 3 & 9 


* 


Memorandum of an interview between the Ministers of Great 
Britain, henede. France and the United States, and Messrs 
Hsu Yune-i, Hsu Chine-chenc, Yuan Chane, Liao Shou-henge 
and Lien Yuan, Ministers of the Tsung li Yamen, on the 36th 


of May, I900. 


Sir Claude MacDonald, British Minister, opened the 
meeting by saying that he had come to the Yamen with his 
colleagues, to request that permission pe granted and 
facilities be offered to transport guards to Peking for the — 
purpose of protecting the Legations., It was a friendly 
request and he spoke in behalf of all the foreicn Ministers 
present. Some eishteen months asc a similar request was madeb 
which was granted. Should the Chinese Government refuse to 
grant this reasonable request, then the cuards would come up 
without permission, and no doubt in larver numbers than at 
present intended, It is useless, Sir Claude contended to 
rely on Chinese troops for peebecttek. He only need mention 
that éeo Britishers, on their way from Fene Tai, on tuesday, 
had stones thrown at them by the soldiers on duty inside of 
the Yung Ting Gate. One of the soldiers drew a sword at 
them, and they galloped for their lives. Another instance of 
lawlessness on the part of the soldiers sent to protect for- 
eigners, is , that as scon as the French engineers with their 
families left Chang Hsin Teen, they (she soldiers) burned 
‘their houses. When the foreign soldiers(guards) were here 
eighteen months ago, they did their duty quietly and nothing 
happened to sel ach aie amoner the chinese, Sha hdiealen % ae 
here had a salutary effect, 


_-—sAisu Yung-i, stated that the matter would have to 
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ve laid before Prince Chine, who at present was at the I Ho 
Yuan, (Summer Palace) that an answer would be given in the 


morning. 3 


Sir Claude stated that it was a matter that must 
be decided without delay; every moments delay was a matter 
of serious concern, and as guards were at. Tientsin ready to 
come here, he wanted radlway facilities cffered them at once, 
The Chinese Ministers reiterated that no decision could be 
arrived at until Prince Chine had been consulted. The Russiare 
French, and United States Ministers spoke in terms similar 
to the views expressed by Sir Claude and stated that they 
strongly supported him, Mr Conger referred in forcibles 
terms to the uselessness of chinese soldiers; theif recent’ 
acts had proven conclusively that they were as bad as brig- 
ands, and could not be relied upon in case of emergency. 

The Chinese Ministers promised to bring the matter 
to the notice of Prince Ching that afternoon, The Foreign 
Ministers on taking leave of the Chinese Ministers said that 
they would sini to their decision to have troops come here 
permission or no permission, 


The interview terminated at about 4 o'clock, p,m. 
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‘Enclosure No ] with Despatch No JS J 
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" The Society called the "Pist of Righteous Harmon? a 
havine spread to Peking, We sometime agc issued Our instruc- Hi 
tions, directfrom the Palace, to the Office of the. Gendarmer- 
ie, to take action in gocd earnest to prohibit it's operation 

We have now learned that wicked and malicious per- 
sons under the name of the Society of "Boxers", have pcsted 
placards containing false statements, everywhere in the 
inner and outer cities of Peking, the objact being to create 
suspicion and disturb the minds of the people, which, it is 
geeatly to be feared, will result in stirring up trouble. 

Let the Office of the Commandant of the Gendarn- 
etic. the Sevemer of Peking, and the Police Censors of the 
Wu Cheng, or Five Divisions of the city and suburbs of Peking 


confer together as to the best manner of takine protective 


measures to search out and prohibit this society, and to 
decide upon some satisfactory rules to be put into operation 
at Once. The result of their deliberations, however, must 
be first submitted to Us in a memorial, 

| Let Yu Lu, (Vicercy cf Chihli) in like manner, take 


action to stringently prohibit this society," 


Note:- The above Decree, in chinese tekt, was sent to Mr 


Cheshire, privately, oy Secretaries Tung Te-chang, and Jui 


langy of the Tsung li Yamen, May 2Ist, 1900. 
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Enclosure No & with Despatch No J6F 


A Decree published in the Manuscript Peking Gazette, 


May 29th, 1900, 


eeeaeeeeeeneseeoeesceeeeee eee 


Lately, in the vicinity and neighborhood of Our 
Court, the villacers and rustics have been practicine boxing 
andi their physical strength, There Are ‘ne pene and the evil 
minded scattered together, and as We entertained creat fear 
that trouble would happen, We issued Our commands repeatedly 
to the various Yamens,- both inetde and outgide of Pekine- 
to strictly prohibit them from practicing. 

We have now learned that the "Boxers" are very 

numerous, and that there are traces of disbanded soldiers 
and rebels being among them; that they have recklessly creat- 
ed disturbances, and brought about disorder; and they have 
even extended their outragecus acts to killine a military 
officer, burning and destroying the telegraph poles and rail- 
way. We are grieved that they do not fear the law, and what 
is the difference between them and the rebels? 


Let the High Military officers whom «We have alrea- 


dy deputed, together with the local civil and military offi- 
cials act immediately and ricorously arrest the leaders and 
chiefs and to disperse the followers of the "Boxers"; and if 
any dare to oppose or resist the soldiers, they should be 
dest royed(dealt with as a rebellion)in order to manifest the 
riger of the law. At present the feelings of the pecple are 
moved and unsettled, and in the event of anything happening 


they may make mischief. 


Whereever there are missionary chapels , and native 


christians, these should all be energetically protected, so 
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as to secure complete peace ahd quiet, and to stop further 


calamities. 
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Enclosure No 7 with Despatch Ne J 8. 3 


Translation of a Decree puolished in the Manuscript 
‘Peking Gazette, on the 80th of May, 1900, 


eeseeeeeeoeseaeseeeeeseseeseseee 


On account of the “Boxer* outlaws having created 
disturbances recently, We issued Our Decrees instructing 
various cfficials to take action in the premises, there are 
the good and the bad scattered among the ignorant and stupid 
country pecple, and there is no way of dealing with the mat- 
ter other sas to stringently arrest the leaders or chiefs 
of the "Boxers", and disperse those who follow them, 
Everywhere in the province of Chihli, and in the neishborhcofe 
and vicinity of Peking, the feelings cof the people are arcusds 
ed and unsettled, and if measures are nct taken at once, how 
is this evil of heretical and magical teachings to be sup- 
pressed and the root of it exterminated? 

Let the Yamen of the Gendarmerie, the Governor 
of Peking, and the Police Censors cf the Five Divisions of ‘> 


the City and Suburbs of Peking, and the Viceroy of Whihli , 


issue strenuous instructions to all the local officers under 
their respective juspisdictions, and to the Military. Comman- 
dants, that if among the "Boxer" banditti there are those who 
really stir up and create trouble and voluntarily commit acts 
of rebellion, wie thoeke immediately, with united efforts, 
arrest and severely punish them. They must not act in 
collusion and shirk their responsibility. If there is any 


further procrastination or shillyshalling, in the discharge 


of their duties, We will hola Chung Li, and the other officers : } 
responsible, and on no account will leniency be shown. Those =| 


who court the favor of the outlaws and follow them making 


a noise but do not take an active part in rioting, should 
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have it clearly made known to them that they must at once 


. 


disperse, and not again of their own free will and accord 


ake part in originating a feud or committing acts of viciene. 
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24M in Despatch No. FFF 
The Tsumgli Yamen to the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. 


We eee 


TeTRTT TT 
Peking, May 24th, 1900. 
your Excellency: 

On the 2lst a May 1900 we received the despatch in which 
Your Excellency simneniontes to us the detailed text of a reso- 
lution taken on the 20th of May on the subject of the "Boxers" 
in a meeting of the Foreign Representatives accredited to Peking. 

You add that the Diplomatic Corps expect a satisfactory 
reply with as little delay as iepattnn. 

Cur Yamen has taken cognizance of the communication in all 
its details, and it is convinced of the importance attached to 
that question by the Ministers stationed at Sekine, 

It appears that in this affair, before the arrival of your 
despatch it had on the 17th of May received a decree ordering 
the Shins of the Military Governor, the Prefect of Peking and the 
Censors of the five cities to prepare some better regulations to 
insure a strict paieibeanban. 

The icdhies now adopted agrees substantially, in its main 
features, with the ideas expressed in the despatch which we have 


received from Your Excellency. 


Gur Yamen is asking again that a decree be issued ordering 
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viceroy of Chili, as well as the various Yamens charged with the 
administration of the Capital to immediately take some measures 
which will prove more efficacious than rere empty words. 

We think that the Society of the Boxers will find itself 


dissolved without delay and that it will not be the cause of 


further trouble. 


It is proper that we address this official response «:for 


Your Excellency's information, and by you to communicate it to 


the Foreign Representatives accredited to Peking. 
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Dean of Diplomatic Corps to the Tsungli Yanen, 


Peking, May 26th, 1900. 
ss and Your Excellencies: 
+ fT have the honor to address Your Highness and Your Rxcellen- 


cies the text of a resolution taken by the Foreign Representatives 
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today. 
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The Diplomatic Corps maintain that the despatch of the Tsungli 


Yanen of the 24th instant does not reply to the question which 
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the Foreign Representatives presented in their note of the 2ilst. 
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The Tsungli Yamen declare that the measures adopted by the 
Imperial Government for the suppresssion of the Boxers agree 


substantially with the ideas expressed by the Ministers accredited 


to Peking. 


Tt does not say whether or not it accepts these reasures, 
» Vhe TPsungli Yamen adds that it has requested a new decree 
ordering the Viceroy of Child as well as the various Yemens charged 


with the adminéstration of the Capital to proceed immediately 


with measures which shall be @fficacious, and not expend themselves | 
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is not yet published nor has it been ccormmunicated to 
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which have been taken, according to the despatch of the 21st 


oresaid. 
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Doyen 


16s? meed aved Moi. 


Letaibemnl ed (faa .taate- 


&u 


et ole ABE ore 


sblagenor, 


oo rte 
wage ns 


PEMBAT: SO te et Baan 


few 


ar. 


Sy 
” " ot 0 Paws 7% 


OSL BAERS ON CO aaa ade he. >, 


© 


| OF THE UNITED STATES 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Secretary of State. 


Subject: Confirming Legation's telegram of June 2nd., re=- 


zen, &trPortsArthurjifor. evasion:of military ser- 


vice, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 2nd, 1900, 


Te the Henorabile 


 Jehn Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor te confirm, on the overleaf, my tele- 
egram of te-day regarding the imprisonment of Mr. Samuel Zim- > 


merman, a naturalized American, at Port Arthur, on the char 


ef evading military service due his native country. 
s information is based upon a telegram received from | 
ewler, a copy ef which I enclose. 


Pert Arthur is in the territery leased te Russia. by | 


4 


China, and is now cenceded to be withdrawn from Chinese, : 


censequently from the diplomatic er extraterriterial juris- | 


. 


dictien ef this Legatien. It would seem, therefore, that 


I have, however, unofficially called the attentien of 


- - . 


‘ 


the Russian Minister te the case, and, although he has ne 


jurisdiction * . 


I have the honer te be, 


Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 


OF 1696 IMPRISONED PORT ARTHUR, RUSSIAN 


MILITARY SERVICE. 
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| )  oRnelosure No.“ in 


spateh No. 7 F uy 
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Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger. Telegran. 


ay Chefoo, June 1, 1900, 
Conger, 
Peking. 
Zimmerman, holding your passport 134, arrested 
Sunday Port Arthur charged evading military service. Confined 
with murderers. Sick. Baten nothimg four days. Will die unless 


beg ~ 
oy 


immediately released. Went there to sign contract for meats for 


military and sue merchant. Won his case. Loser made charges. 


(Signed) Fowler. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject : Confirming Department(s telegram of June 2nd 


gation’s reply of 4th. Safety of Horace T 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 4th, 1900, 


> 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 


A a 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, your 


telegram of the 2nd instant and the Legation's reply of to-day 


in regard te Mr. Horace Tracy Pitkin, a missionary stationed 


> 


at Paoting-fu, 
and to be, Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 


WHAT ADVICES HAVE YOU CONCERNING REVEREND 1 


ACE TRACY PITKIN STATIONED AT PAOTING-FU. 


TELEGRAM SENT. 
PEKING, JUNE 4, 1900. 
SECSTATE, 


. 


PITKIN SAFE AT PAOTING-FU, 
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Secretary of State, 


ng murders and persecution by Boxers 


increasing. Paotingfu reilway temporarily abandoned. work 
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on —~. \ \____ ~~ Peking - Hankow line stopped. al 
foreigners fled. inese Government camnot or will not sup— 
press. Troops do not attéek Boxers. Relations between 

the factions ef Imperial advisers very much strained. 


Situation very critical. 
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June 4th, 1900, 


Secretary of State. 


General 


Confirming Legation's telegram of Srd. 


Subject: 


Murder of English mission-" 


situation more serious. 
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Polit- 


ical situation. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


June 4th, 1900, 


To the Honorable 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Confirming, on the overleaf, my telegram of the 3rd 
instant, I have the honer to report that,contrary to all 
our expectatiens, the general situatien is daily growing 


more seri ous. 


The se-called “Bexers" are increasing, spreading and 


instead ef cententing themselves with persecuting and murder=- 
_ ang native Christians, are now threatening the missionaries 
and attacking other foreigners, particularly these employed 
en the railways. A well authenticated report has this mo- 
ment come in, that an English missionary, Mr. Robinson, has 
been murdered at Yung Ching, only ferty miles south-west 
ague, Mr. Norman, held a prisoner. 
Tsungli Yamen insists that every thing pessible:is . 


s 


ges an early restoration of order >; but 


so EEE pill 
tee ptt rite 


In one cast: eniy: have they been seriously attack- 


ed by the soldiers ,2n Which a few “Bexers" were killed, but 
immediately the "Boxers“ambushed and killed the Colenel in 


command, and his soldiers 411 fled. In mest cases where the 


& 
. 


seldiers are sent eut, they fraternize with the “Bexers"® in=- 


stead of attacking them. 


There is good ground fer the belief that notwithstanding 
the Imperial Decrees issued against the “Bexers". They are 
secretly called patriets and the soldiers ordered not te fire 
upon them. It is further believed by many,that in case of a 
general centest, a large part ef the seldiers will jein the 
"Bexers", in which case the Imperial Gevernment would be pow- 
erless to protect either itself er the foreigners. 

The situatien is largely due te a serious division in 
the Imperial Cabinet, which,I have from good authority, at 
present verges close upon a crisis. 

‘On one side are arrayed four ef the most malignantly 
anti-foreign efficials in China: Kang I, Grand Secretary; 
Hsu Tung, General Superviser of the management and education 
| ef the Heir- Apparent, (both members of the Grand Ceuncil, and 
having the ear ef the Empress Dowager every day); Chang I, 


ef the Heir-Apparent; Prince Tuan, father ef the Heir- 


7 
+ 


t and General Commanding a Divisien in the army, and 


1 NO PRBS ty 


exist. 


On the other side is Prince Ching, President of the 


Tsungli Yamep and nearly all ef the Ministers of the Tsung= 
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13 Yamen); but except Prince Ching, these men are not often 


* 


in co nference with the Empress Dewager; Jung Lu, the Com- 
mander=-in-Chief ef the Imperial Army and a nephew of the 
Empress Dewager,but now in poor health,although strongly . 
anti-foreign and unfriendly tewards Prince Ching, is not . 
actively taking sides with either party, but is ready te 
stand with the Empress Dewager under any circumstances, 

It is knewn by all that the Empress Dewager is natur- 
ally anti-fereign as are her most influential advisers, but 
there i8 ne doubt that if a preponderance of her confidential 
advice came from the ether side, she would be preportienate- 
ly influenced in that directien. The situation then is 
this. 

Ak strong: anti~fereign sentiment pervades the coun- 


try generally. The "Boxers", constantly increasing,and now 
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organizing, have the sympathy and support of many officers 


& 


Sagi» 
ves 


and men in the army. 


The Government is uuvilling or unable (probably beth) 


with them. The prebability is that if the Government | 
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in earnest and by severe measures 
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pad 
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te them, it would be met by a formidable rebellion, 


and as soon as this situation became known in the South,other | 


revolutions would spring up and anarchy would prevail. If 


. 


the Gevernment was strong enough, of ceurse the Fereign Pow~ 


ers “could compel them by various means te restere order and 


. 


protect. It may be, that the only way this fact can be de- 
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such 
monstrated, is fer the several Governments to take combined 


action as will compel them to either empley the necessary 


strength or acknowledge their lack of it. 


The incidents ef the last ferty-eight hours indicate 


®. 


quite strengly the approaching necessity of such actien. 

Every Minister here has repeatedly, verbally and by note, 
insisted upen a resteratien ef order and the protection ef 
his natienals, and strengly presented the peril te, and the 
responsibility eof the Chinese Government in case of failure. 


I have the honer to be, 


Sir, 


Se st alps aa et 


Your ebedient servant 
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CUTIONS BY BOXERS INCREASING. PAOTINGFU RAILWAY 


ABANDONED. WORK ON PEKING-HANKOW LINE STOPPED. ALL 


FLED, CHINESE GOVERNMENT CAN NOT OR WILL NOT SUPPRESS. TROOPs 


DO NOT ATTACK BOXERS. RELATIONS BETWEEN THE FACTIONS OF Dir 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Mr. Conger te the 


Secretary of State. 


telegram 
Subject: Cenfirming Legation's cipher. ef the 4th. Advising 


concerted action of Chiefs-of-Squadron at Taku in 


ease Peking is cut off, and for its relief, Very 


serious situation at Peking. 
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_LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Te the Henorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 


Sir:+ 


IT have the honer to confirm, on the overleaf, my telegram 


of te-day, and te add some additi-onal incidents which ren- 


° 


der the situation very grave. 

A few days age a party ef thirty foreigners, the last 
of the fleeing railway employees started to go in boats down 
the Ming river from Pacting-fu te Tientsin, They were attack- 


ed by “Bexers", several ef them wounded and it is believed 


some of them killed. Twenty-three have arrived at Tientsin, 
but seven are still missing. On Saturday, twenty-five Cos- 


sacks started from Tientsin for their relief, but returned 


last night, having had a fight with the "Boxers" about sev- 


enteen miles out, in which sixteen "Boxers" are said to have 


be 


|,and a Russian officer and one soldier wounded, 


but no trace ef the missing was found. They are twe Swiss, 
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whe reported themselves safe yesterday, but said prespects 


were very threatening. Both the Tsungli Yamen and the Vice- 


rey have been informed of the situation, and protection has — 


been premised them. However, they are much safer there , fer 


1 


the present, than they would be “en route" trying te get away. : 


This merning a statien on the railread te Tientsin was 


burned, and the road and telegraph line cut. We still, how- 


: 


ever, have the government telegraph line, which does not 


> 


fellow the railread, intact. But, if they are determined to 


continue their depredations, they will not fail to cut that 


line. It was in this situatien that the representatives of 
eof the Pewers having war ships at Taku,cencluded at a meet- 


ing this merning, te send te their respective Governments, 
substantially such telegrams as the ene confirmed herewith. 
It certainly is te be hoped that such a situation will net 
arrive, but prudence suggests the wisdem of some preparation 
fer it. 

I have the hener te be, 


Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 


MRE Han ort 
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WASHINGTON, 
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SITUATION WORSE. IT IS POSS. 


I ASK, AS MY COLLEAGUES ARE DOING, THAT 


a * . we 3 


. - 7 a 


BE GIVEN ADMIRAL CONCERT WITH OTHER CHIEFS OF SQUADRON AT TAKI 


eGR 
de 


= 
Mi 


TO TAKE MEASURES WARRANTED BY THR SITUATION TO EVENTUALLY Dk- 


ot 


| 


LIVER PEKING. 
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Subject: Acknowledgment of Department's instructions re- 
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ived during the month of May, 1900. 


(Despatch No. 365, May lst, 1900.) 
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JNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


- 


no dab abe 


Sais 


fo the Honorable 


John Hay, 


ORE! Pap omy WL. a8 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 
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Referring to my despatch No. 365 of the lst ultimo,- 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Department!s 


structions No. 247 to No. 254 inclusive; unnumbered dated 


: . ’ 


March 26th, 28th, 29th, Sist; April 3rd, 3rd, 3rd, 12th, 


(14th, 16th; Circular instructions dated March 50th and 
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April 16th, last; received during the month of 


I have the honor to be, 
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uation worse. It is possible we may be besieged 
g, with railways and telegraphs cut. In that case 


I ask, as my colleagues are doing, at necessary instrue- 


tions be given Admiral concert with other chiefs of squad- 


ron at Taku to take measures warranted by the situation 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHE 


JUN 6 \990 Reeqived 10.59 P. M. 


BURE, rt 


Bec i 


tary of State, 
Washington. 


More ships are badly needed at Taku. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 
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Subject : Postal Arrangement between the United States and 


« Confirming telegraphic correspondence as 


to copy of original, and settlement of details. 


Ie pe 


Sy pcr 


(Department's instruction No. 250, dated 
April 11th, 1900. 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AME 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


June 6th, 1900, 
fo the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


' 


Sire 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Department's 


. 


instruction No. 250 of April llth last, with reference to 


a 


sk 


non-receipt of original copy of Postal Arrangement recently 
Signed by Sir Robert Hart and myself; also to confirm, 
on the overleaf, the telegraphic correspondence on the sub- 
ject. 
According to the records of this Legation, the 
inal copy of the Arrangement accompanied the Legati 
319 of February lst last, and you were so informed 
egram of May 21st. 
in receipt of a communication from Sir Robe- 
ector General of Imperial Maritime Customs, 
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nee, that he prefers to await his return, about 


November lst, for settlement of further details. Mr. van 
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Aalst" address is Peking. 


_. Tn view of the unsettled condition of affairs here,I 
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would deem it very wise to postpone to a later date 
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further negotiations. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


. Your obedient servant 
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4 BUREAU, 


: Grom. Peking, ees 


June 7, 1900, 
Received 11.18 P. mM. 


Situation nowhere infroved. Tien-Tsin seriously 


» and railway again cut. Chinese Government 
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Subject : Confirming Department's cipher telegram of 6th 
and Legatien's reply ef Sth, instant. Safety 


American missionaries at Paoting-fu, 
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NITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


bd a 


Te the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D, 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, the:De- 
telegram of the 6th instant and the Lega~ 
8 reply of te-day, with reference to safety of mission=- 
s at Pacting-fu, 


and to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Be tebe eae Bikes 
alee 


. 


* 


wr: 


rey 
as 


THEY ADEQUATELY PROTECTED, 


me & 


eee 


f my colleagues propose demanding an audience 


yr, the demand to be insisted upon and to state 


ae ‘ Hee 


mM RECEIVED IN CIPHERIUN 18 


- = <a 


Received) 2.56 Be Be 


Secretary of State, N's 


™* 


hington. 


Wore reilway destroyed. Protecting troops withdrawn. 


ment becomiaig more helpless every day. fFor- 


11 have to protect railways. Russian, Eng- 


te do se. Twenty-feur foreign 


The United States has only one. 
: 


Sh ease Sa , 


“ee 


- 


Pe tiene 


yon 


a ee 


» 


eho 


Baer 


REMI fC Re Cpa Ot nee 


i pogder bs 


3IPLOMATIC, 
Bae onl 
SEP 27 1900. | 
‘STATES OF AMERICA] \ .4 
S&T " } '’? BUREAU. 


— os ciiinitiaatite 


De RN (Ap TREE ON Nhe tat La af iar me me 


d acti ke pn AOS RR ne ne 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject. nfirming telegraphich correspondence since the 


Sth instant. Present situation at Peking. Daily 
growing worse. Mission property at Tungchow des~ 
troyed. -enforcements started from Tientsin. 
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Communications cut off. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


po nipi rie” 


6 nine nt itm 


ves 


I have the honor to confirm herewith the telegraphic 
correspondence with Department since June 5th,and to 4 
say that the situation here has been daily growing worse. 


The Chinese Government has done nothing towards sup- 


pressing the “Boxers" except to send their friends out to 


' parley with +t 


They have, ever since the the 6th instant, had absolute 
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possession and control of the whole country surrounding the 


city. The railroad has been open but one day. They 


many native Christians, at least forty belonging to the 
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can missions, and burned numerous chapels, 
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Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. : 


I have the honor to confirm herewith the telegraphic 


rrespondence with the Department since June Sth,and to 


that the situation here has been daily growing worse. 


: © Chinese Government has done nothing towards sup- 


ss sPYessing the “Boxers" t to send their friends out to 
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have, ever since the the 6th instant, absolute 
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ssession and control of the whole country surrounding the 


city. The railroad has been open but one day. They have killed 
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many native Christians, at least forty belonging to the 


American missions, and burned numerous chapels. 


On yesterday 
of the American Board Mission at Tung- 
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ican Board, Methodist and Presbyterian Missions at the 
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Western Hills. On the 9th were burned all the buildings 
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We have four American Missions and one international 

under the control of an American, widely scattered in this 
large city. They each wanted a guard, which was impossibie, 

but I told them they ought to remain at their missions as 
long as possible, (for desertions here always invite trouble) 

and when it became necessary to abandon them,if they would 
all assemble in one compound, I would furnish them a guard. 


the 7th it was thought best, by all, to gather in the 
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- Methodist compound, which is the largest, the easiestto de- 
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They have a guard of twenty 
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and the missionaries have some twenty guns and re- 
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-five of whom are women and children, with 
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of thirty-five marines and a rapid fire gun. 
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tions were.so..ominous that some ior 


Teungli Yemen for permission to bring addi- 
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tional guards, which was refused. 


| a Oe: eo . ef 
On the 9th, the ress Dowager returned to the city 
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from the Summer Palace. The Tsungli Yamen was so excited, 


80 helpless | 
_ declared the Government pond the Chinese soldiers were so 
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insulting and threatening that I wired Admiral Kempff that 
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railroad communication ought to be opened and a movement in 
force made on Peking, if possible. The British Minister 


wired the English Admiral in the same tenor. 


The Consuls at Tientsin immediately got together and 
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demanded a train from the Viceroy, which was furnished, 


at 10.3 0 A.M. the 10th, a train was started hither: with 


three h ‘ed British, one hundred Americans, sixty Austrians 


and thirty Italians on board. Another was to follow later 


wires were interrupted and we have heard nothing from them 
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»four new members of the Tsungli Yamen 


ted: Prince Tuan (Tsai 1), Chi Heiu, Pu Heing and 


9 S11 saig to be bitterly anti-foreign. Prince Tuan 
is the father of the Heir-Apparent, and has been made Pres- 


ident of the Tsungli Yamen, and by virtue of these two new 
Fs, aa 


tions will have practical control of affairs. His ap- 


pointment will undoubtedly insure harmony between the Throne 
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fortunate appoimtment. He is known to be malignantly anti- 


oreign, a patron of the "Boxers" , and has many of them in 


his division of the army. His policy towards them cannot there 


 ¢inual persecutions and attacks upon missionaries and their 
Ollowers, destruction of their property, hindrance of trade, 


_@nd constant menace and danger to all foreigners and foreign 


6 his place on the Tsungli Yamen, he will meet 


: ma 
the first time, and personal contact with, some- 


6 estimate of them. Prince Ching, however, has 


and it is creditably reported 
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 Yamen has heretofore had two Presidents at the same time with 


the same designation. 


Y present judgment is that under all the circumstances 
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Prince Tuan 's appointment ought not to be recognized or 


permitted. But the question of the moment is that of saving 


a * 


the lives of our people from their present peril. 
We are just now very anxious about the additional 


troops "en route" and about ourselves as well. We could, w 


our present guards, probably defend ourselves against the 


. 


"Boxers ", but hardly against combined attack of "Boxers" 


soldiers . Wo reliance whatever can be placed upon the 
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- . 
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Chinese soldiers. They are under no control and yield no 
obedience . They are themselves continually looting ani 
murdering. To-day the Chancellor of the Japanese Legation 


was attacked by soldiers at one of the gates,pulled out. of 


his cart and brutally murdered. 
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Yamen has heretofore had two Presidents at the same time with 


the same designation. 


present judgment is that under all the circumstances 


: 


Prince Tuan 's appointment ought not to be recognized or 
permitted. But the question of the moment is that of saving : 
the lives of our people from their present peril. 

We are just now very anxious about the additional 
troops "en route" and about ourselves as well. We could, with 
our present guards, probably defend ourselves against the 
"Boxers ", but hardly against combined attack of "Boxers" 
and soldiers . No reliance whatever can be placed upon the 
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se soldiers. They are under no control and yield no 


obedience . They are themselves continually looting and 

murdering. To-day the Chancellor of the Japanese Legation 
was attacked by soldiers at one of the gates,pulled out.of 
his cart and brutally murdered. 
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to wait until consi ble re-enforcements 


are sending two thousand infantry and cavalry to-day from 


Port Arthur to Taku, the Japanese will soon have a large 
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contingent there, and, with those already at Taku, an amp 1 


sufficient force can ily move in this direction. 


In a civilised country, of course there would be no 


question as to our safety, but here, with practically no 


Government, and the army only a mtinous horde of savage 


ruffians, there can be no predicting what they may attempt 
We regret exceedingly the presence of so many women 
- and children, but are doing the’ best we can for safety of all. 
At present we are only concerned for the safety and 


e of the people here, but very soon we will be 
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confronted with the problem of some sort of reconstruction 


farcical Government. 
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But more of this anon. 
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I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


obedient servant 
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« Translation of Imperial Decree of June 6th, 1900. 
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» Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen,May:3ist, 1900. 
| e Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, June 2nd, 1900. 

- Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, June 4th, 1900. 


« The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, June 5th, 1900. 
| | (translation) 


_ | Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, June 6th, 1900. 
: (Translation) 


. « Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, June 7th, 1900. 
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. « Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, June Sth, 1900. 
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: - Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, June 9th, 1900. 
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12. The Tsungli Yamen to Mr . Conger, June 9th, 1900, 
| (Translation) 
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to the Tsungli Yamen, June 9th, 1900. 
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Oth, 1900. 
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PEKING, JUNE 7, 1900. 
SECSTATS, WASHINGTON. 
SITUATION NO-WHERE IMPROVED. TIENTSIN SERIOUSLY THREATENED 
GOVERNMENT STILL TEMPORIZING. 


DIPLOMATIC CORPS DECIDES IT IS NECESSARY TO DEMAND SPECIAL AUDIENCE 
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WITH EMPEROR SHALL I JOIN. 
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WASHINGTON, JUNE 6, 1900, 
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WITHDRAWN. CHINESE GOVERNMENT BECOMING MORE HELPLESS EVERY 


“FOUR FOREIGN 
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TRIEGRAM SENT. (CIPHER) 


PEKING, JUNE 8, 1900. 


SECSTATE, WASHINGTON. 


MOST OF MY COLLEAGUES PROPOSE DEMANDING 


AND TO STATE TO THE THRONE THAT UNLESS BOXER WAR IS IMMEDIATELY 


AND ORDER RESTORED FOREIGN POWERS WILL BE COMPELLED 
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christians and caused trouble, Hence the pecple and converts 
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have all shown a good feeling toward each other, and each 


have carried out the principles of the religion they believed 


Recently, the missionary chapels have become num- 


us in the various provinces, and the converts are in | 


@ numbers. There are, however, reckless and worthless “>: 


fellows among them, but it is difficult for the missionaries 


ne into the character and ascertain complete know- 


ledge of all the good and the bad. These outlaws avail then 


selves of the name of christian, and insult and oppress the 
people and do the part of the “best man" in the country > 
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round, We believe that the missionaries do not approve of 


“ 


such conduct, 
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in the reign of Chia Ching, it was prohibitted by law, Up 
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ey had been practicing to be skillful in 


protecting themselves and guarding their villages, 
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’ native converts and the "Boxers", are all the people of . 
Our Country, and the Court regards them all with equal kind- 
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ness, - irrespective of their being christian or "Boxer". 
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We have issued Our commands that when cases of litigation s 
| arise between the people and the christians, the local offi- 


cials should deal with them justly, But of late, the 


. . 


officials of the Prefectures, Sub-Prefectures, Departments ar 
Districts, have followed the lone standing practice of act- 


ing in a careless and perfunctory way tn dealine with such 
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cases, They cannot have had relations or intercourse with 


the missionaries; further, they have been unable to show 


any consideration for the feelings of the people; and wheneve 
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cases have come up between the non-christians and christians. 
they cannot with their entire minds, have investigated them 

and rendered proper decisions. This has caused a feeling of 
intense anger, and resulted in the people and converts being 
on bad terms with each other. The *Boxers",-in name an ene- 


my of christianity - therefore established their train-band 
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scclety, There are outlaws and rebels who have joined the 
society and have caused trouble, They have destroyed the 


railway, and burned chapels, The railway was built by the © # 
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Government, and the christian chapels are the places where 
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the missionaries and their converts live, How is it that the 
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"Boxers" have of their own free will and accord burned and 


destroyed these? The acts committed by them have placed the 


Government in a difficult position and they are certainly 


y hen 
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quiet. 
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. Ly his ‘respective Occupation, Should there still: 


torous persons or banditti athong them who stir 


‘be any t 


up and arouse suspicion in the minds of the people, with the: 
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se of doing injury to any place or locality, 


avowed pu 


the "Boxer" society must at once deliver up the principle 
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idcsers sae they will be punished according to law, If any 


still remain obstinately fixed in a delusion, they will he 


regarded as rebels, and when they are killed by the soldiers 
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they will then be separated from their parents, wives, and 
children, and their homes ruined- the result of death, They 
would further have to bear the name of being disloyal and not 
patriotic, ; put it will then be too late for repentence, The 
Court feels the deepest pity for you people, 

After the promulgation of this Decree, if the out- 
laws still do not ‘ern, the Grand Secretary, Jung Lu, is 
tc forthwith issue instructions to Tung Fu-hsiang, Sung Ching 
and Ma Yu-kun, to move the troops under their respective 


commands, and to energetically attack and destroy them. A 


+ > 


-diserimination, however, must he made between the leaders and 


followers(if caught), dut it is important that the followers 
should all be dispersed. The rank and file are specially ap- 


peinted to guard and protect the pecple, but We hear that 
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among the forces despatched by the province of Chihli, there 
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are soldiers who not only have not offered protection to 


_ the people and taken steps to repress(the outlaws), but they 
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creat ing dist urbances. 


2 + Yusbu; hold a stringent 
| matter, Further, let. Jung Lu 
and inquire into it and if 
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» «@n account of the "Boxers" having created trouble 
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in the neighborhood of the Capitol, and the minds of the 
le having become excited, and a feeling of unrest pre- 
vailine, We repeatedly issued Our commands that stringent 
- Tmeasures be taken to investigate and deal with the matter. 
But of late there are vagabonds and rowdies armed with swords 


and weapons who roam about the streets and market places, in 
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gangs of from three to five persons. They assemble together 


nd disperse at uncertain times, and if they are not at once 
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stringently prohibitted a state of disorder will cértainly 
prevail. The Gendarmerie, the Governor of Peking, and the 
Police Censors of the Five Cities, are charged with, and 
responsible for the arrest of outlaws and patrolling and 
guarding the place. How is it that this class of persons 


are allowed to band together at the very gates of Our Court, 
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and cause excitement in the minds of the pecple? 


Now besides having issued Our commands to the | 
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Princes nd ugh officers in command of the Peking Field Force 
and the Hu Shen Force stationed in Pekingto depute their 


entire garrisoms t; gether with certain cavalry forcesto keep 
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patrol both day and night, and to arrest at once any outlaws 
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trouble, the persons suspected are to be forthwith arrested 
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and severely punished. There must nop be the least care- 


| lessness shown vy the officials in the discharge of their 
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duties, so as to prevent a ceneral outbreak or rebellion, 


and that peace and quiet may prevail," 


ment Srey Bot SCR 
Ye RR aah 
ae Le ons ty yea 


By 


Le Prizes, 


PSL Nk gr 00 att oe 


, WS BRON ; ° 
- ti : . ¥ oe ee fake * 2 eR a a ae 7 e 4 


Pe _  PRSCCSHCHCPC er ereeeeresers eserves 


= 
* . ¥ 


wi 


@eeeeeeeeeeen 


4 i) be appointed President of the 


Tsungli Yamen. Let Chi Hsiu, President of the Board of Rites, 
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unior Vice President of the Board of Works, and Na Tung, 


sing, 
sub-Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat and holding the Brevet 
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rank of Vice President of the Board of Rites, be appointed Minis- 


ters of the Tsungli Yamen. ~~. 


At the present time We are confronted with difficulties and 


troublesome questions, and it is absolutely necessary that the 
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said Prince and Ministers should sincerely apply their minds to 
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the performance of the duties of their posts so as to aid Us. 


They will not be permitted to dec line the appointrent." 
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F, 0, No. 203, Mr. Conger to the Teungl Yamen. 
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Lezation of the United States of Aner ica. 
Peking, China, May 3st, 1906, 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 

: I hasten to inform Your Highness and Your Excellencies 
that I have just received word from the American Missionaries at 
fung Chou, that the situation ther is very alarming, and there is 
trouble eed, Some days ago, a body of "Boxers" left there for 
the purpose of destroying the railway, and they have now returned 
with leaders of "Boxers" from elsewhere, who threaten an attack 
upon the city, the American Missionaries and their eel ides 

It is important that effective measures be taken at once to 
prevent trouble, and I request that a guard of soldiers be sent to 


Tung Chou without delay to preserve order and that the soldiers 


be warned that in the event of their failing to properly discharge 
their duty they will be held responsible and eh tee. ° 

I also request that a telegram be sent to the Taotai, at once, 
instructing him to take precautiontyy measures to avoid a calan- 
ity to the missionaries, of ewhom there are nine gentlemen and 


twenty-five ladies and children. They cannot leave Tung Chou in 


Chinese Svverment will be held responsible for any attack made 
upon them and their sceperty 
IT avail myself of the oceasion to renew to Your Highness and 


Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


To 
‘His ‘Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Bxcollencies,¢the'Ministers of the Tsungli 
Yamen, etc.,  etc., etc. 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yemen, 
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?. Ge No. 204. : Legation of the United States of Anerias 
: Peking, Ondua, June 2nd, 1900, 
anéss and Your Excellencies:- : 

I have the honor to bring to the notice of Your Highness 


walk Your Excellencies further cases of persecution of Christians 
by the "Boxers", which have been reported to by by the American 
Missionaries, and to request that proper and efficient measures be 
taken to prevent such unlawful acts, and give due protection to 
these innocent people in the dibare. 

On Sunday, May 27th, at dusk men came by the chapel of the 
Anerican Board Mission, in Liang Hsiang Hsien armed with bricks, 
The helper stepped outside to expostulate with them. They threw 
bricks at the ehapel, smashing window frames badly, and then 
pounded him with the bricks, giving him bruises from which it will 
take him some time to recever; Some ofthe men he knew to be from 
the Hsien's Yanen. The helper (Chang Ting-kuei)} went to the Yamen 
to seek redress, and called for the Kao An, who came out, but would 
do nothing. The underlings struck and kicked ur, Chang. Phen the 
Hsien official himself went to the chapel, but he would not take 
up the affair and do anything about it. The Missionaries then sent 
a cart and had the helper come up to Peking. 

| ‘Yesterday, several church mer. bers came from the Mission's out- 
station at Nan Meng in the Pa Chou district. There the "Boxers* 
have taken the chapel for a drilling-ground. They give the church 


members a choice of three things, either recant, or flee and 
lea 


ave their property to be looted or stay and be killed. In the 


6 of Heueh Ko Chuang, there are some Christians belonging 
to the Methodist Mission, who have been killed. Catholics have 


been n murdered, and Christians seized and compelled to pay ransom. 
May 29th, a Christian named Chien Wutai, who lives at Ta Shang, 


was 
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at Han Meng, in the Peng Hsing Cheng shop, by Chu Hung 
Ya-tou, compelled to recant and fined 6600 strings of cash. 


: 


the two men above alluded to are leaders of the "Boxers". There 


+ many other cases of persecution in the jurisdiction of 


the Governor of Peking, which are daily occurences, 


: . 


May I ask what is the Governor of Peking doing? Can it be 
said that he is carrying out the injunctions of the Imperial 
Decree of May 30th? Your Highness and Your Excellencies have 


rs 


assured me that action is being taken in good earnest to suppress 
these wnlawful ovtrages. I ask, can this be the case when they are 
occurring every day? 


Zt avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness and 


, 


Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) E. H. Conger. 
To 
His Highness, Prénce Ching, 
and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli 
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Yamen, etc., etc., etc. 
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7, 0. No. 205. ‘Legation of the United States of America. 


P 7 


ss“ Peking, China, June 4th, 1906, 


: . - 


ss and Your Excellencies:- 


Your H 
I have the honor to bring to the attention of Your 

Highness and Your Excellencies, the fact that the situation at 
Paoting Fu is very threatening, and as there are many American 


nissionaries there, I request that telegraphic instructions be 


sent to the High Authorities there to take stringent measures to 


protect them and prevent any trouble. It is important that prompt 


and efficient actiog be taken at once. 


I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness and 


Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


’ ' 


(Signed) B.H. Conger. 


To 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 


ir Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli 


Yamen, etc., etc., etc. 
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‘The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. . + 


# 


ie : : | Ceodecrcecesereseres 
fo. 181. Peking, June 5th, 1906, 


your Excellency :- . 


We have had the honor to receive Your Excelien- 
cy's note of June 4th, inewhich you state that the situation at i, 
Pacting Pu is threatening, and as there are many American Mission- 


aries there, you request that telegraphic instructions be sent 


. 


at once to the high authorities there to take stringent measures : 


to protect them and prevent any trouble. 


ee ee od 


In reply, we beg to inform Your Bxcellency that the Yamen 
telegraphed the Viceroy of Chihli to take prompt and efficient 
action to protect the Missionaries at Paoting Fu and have now re- 
ceived a reply from him stating that the Missionaries there are 
not in extreme danger and that the héchas again instructed the 
Provincial Treasurer and Judge to report to him the actual con- 
dition of affairs at Paoting Fu and at the same time take proper 


measures to protect the Missionaries living there. 
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No. 182, Gy) Peking, June 6th, 1966, 


m~, 


ONG 


Your Excellency:- 

In the matter of the troubles committed by the 
outlaws of the Society of the "Pist of Righteous Harmony", the 
Prinee and Ministers have the honor to inform the Minister of the 
United States that an Imperial Decree was to day issued as follows 
"After the promulgation of this Decree if they (the outlaws) still 


do not reforn, the Grand Secretary Jung Lu, is to forthwith issue 
instructions to Tung Fu-hsiang, Sung Ching and Me Yu Kun to move 
the troops under their respective commands, and to energetically 
attack and destroy them.* 

The promu}gation of this Decree inside and outside of Peking 
where trouble has occurred, will, it is believed, within a certain 
time, cause peace and quiet to be restored. ' 

As in duty bound, the Prince and Ministers send this communi- : 

cation to the Minister of the United States, and would say that 


there is no need for him to be too anxious about the matter. 


ae 


To His Bxcellency, 
Edwin H. Conger, 


© ete., etc., etc. 
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¥,6,No. 206, ‘Legation of the United States of Aneriea. 
po Peking, China, June 7th, 1906, 


Your Highness nil Your Exceliencies:- 

T have the honor to inform Your Highness and Your Bxcel- 
lencies that yesterday morming before daylight the chapel of the 
Methodist Mission at Huang Tsun, was destroyed by fire by the 
"Boxers®, and eleven church menbers killed, also two catholics 
belonging to the village. The houses of those killed as well as 
those who escaped have been destroyed. 

I may also mention that reports are coming in from other 
places continually of murders of Christians and destruction of 
property by these outlaws. These unlawful acts will continue 
unless the Government of China punishes those who commit them by 
death. There can be no difficulty in finding out the real culprits 
if the officials acs in good sarnent.. 

I enclose a list in Chinese of the prominent places of 
meeting for the "Boxers", in the Western section of the Southern 
City and the names of the prominent leaders at each place, I ask 
that these men be arrested and severely dealt with. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your Highness | 


and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


ie (Signea) 2. H. Congers 


To 
His Highness, Prine® Ching, 

| and Their Rxcellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli 

| Yamen, ete., ; 
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7, 6. No. 207, -LRGATION OF THR UNITED STATRS GF AMERICA. 
Peking, China, June 8th, 1900. 


Your Highness and Your RExcellencies:- 


In accordance with suggestions made during my visit at 
your Yamen yesterday evening and to which Your Highness and Your 


Excellencies assented, I have the honor to report that all the 
Americans left Tung Chou this morning and came to Peking for 
safety. 


Tn doing so they have been obliged to: leave to the protectin 
of the Chinese Government all their school buildings, chapels and 
homes, together with all books, scientific apparatus, furniture, 
clothing and other property of great value seseta. I therefore 


local officials as will insure adequate and complete protection 


until order is restored, and it will be safe for them to return 


and again take possession themselves. 


IT avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness 


and Your Excellencies the assuramce of my highest consideration. 


— 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 


To 


His highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Bxcellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli Yanen, 


6tc., —etce, etc. 
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‘Legation of the United States of America, 
: | Peking, China, June 9th, 1900, 


ess and Your Excellencies:- 


I have the honor to inform Your Highness and Your Bxcel- 


« ‘~ 


lencies that Dr. Gilbert Reid, of the International institute, 


wife have temporarily left gheir residence on the Hou Shui Pao Tzu, 
in the Western city, for a place of greater safety during the pres 
ent Gxeiting tine. 

‘May I ask that Your Highness and Your Excellencies instruct 


~ ‘ 


the Governor of Peking to #u* at once take oversight of Dr. Reid's 


e 


. ‘ 


house and goods, and see that the same are duly protected? 


T avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your Highness 


’ 


and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) BE. H. Conger. 


To : 
His Highness, Prince Ching, | : 
and Their Bxcellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli | 
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Yamen, etc., ete °9 etc, 
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. 183. < Peking, June 9th, 1900, 


the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Excellency's note of today's date, in which you inform the 


Yamen that Dr. Gilbert Reid, of the International Institute, has 
temporarily left his residence on the Hou Shui Pao Tzu, in the 


Western city, efér a place of greater safety, during the present 
exciting time. Your Excellency requests that the Governor of Pe- 


king be instructed to at once take oversight of Dr. Reid's house 
see ' 
and goods, and that the same are duly protected. 


‘In reply, we beg to inform Your Excellency that the Yamen 
have instructed the Gendarmerie to at once despatch soldiers 
to Dr. Reid's house and give proper protection there. We beg that : 


Your Bxcellency will duly make this known to Dr. Reid. f 
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Mr, Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, 
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P, O. No. 209. Legation of the United States of America, 
i: Peking, China, June 9th, 1900, 


* 


Your Highness and Your Excellenciest-= 

I have the honor to inform Your Highness and Your Excel- 
lencies that the American missionaries residing onothe Ya erh 
Hutung, the Erh tiao Hutung and Teng Shih K'ou erh, have temporar- 
ily left their Mission premises for a piace of greater safety 
during the present exciting time caused by the "Boxers", 

May I ask that Your Highness and Your Bxceliencies instruct 
the Governor of Peking to at once take oversight of their Mission 
premises- the chapels, schools, residential places, books, fur- 
niture and other articles which are left to the protection of the 
Chinese Government, and see that they are duly protected? | 

T avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness und 


Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration, 


| (Signed) E. H. Conger. 
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a Legation of the United States of America, 


Peking, China, June 10th, 1966, 


° . 
* . 


Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 


I have the honor to inform Your Highness and Your Ex- 


bd _ 


cellencies that Miss D. M. Douw, an American Missionary, has 
temporarily left her residence at Chi Shou Wei, and is now staying 
at this Legation during the present exciting time caused by the | 
"Boxers". 


May I ask that Your Highness and Your Excellencies to instruct 


~ 


the Governor of Peking, to at once take oversight and protect the | 


Mission premises and property of Miss Douw during her absence, 


T avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your Highness | 


and Your Bxcellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(5 (Signed) E. H. Conger. 


To 
His Highness, Prince Ching, ae 
and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 
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r, 0, NO. 211. += Legation of the United States of America, 


¢ 


Peking, China, June 10th, 1906, 


ess and Your Excellencies:- 


Tn view of the danger to which foreign lives in Peking are 


exposed by the serious developments of the "Boxer" movements, 


have the honor to inform Your Highness and Your Excellencies that 


- , . 


I must reserve the right to take whatever further measures may be 


¢ 


necessary to protect the lives of American citizens. Pd 


ne Teper 


IT avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness and | 


Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


. > > 


(Signed) E, H. Conger. ' 


His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli | 


Yamen, etc., etc., etc. . 
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- |The Faungli Yanon to ur. Gouger. 

‘ “Peking, June 10th, 1900, 
your Rxcellency:- 
eS The Prince and Ministers have the honor to state 
that teday they received a communication: from the Minister of 
the United States, in which He: states that in view of the danger 
to which foreign lives are exposed py the development of the 
"Boxer® movements, he must reserve the right to take whatever 
further measures may be necessary to protect the lives of Ameri- 
can eitGonne, 

In reply, the Prince and Ministers would observe that with 
regard to the Society of the "Fist of Righteous Harmony", on the 
6th and 8th of June, Imperial Decrees were issued, and it te be- 
lieved peace and quiet will be gradually be pestered: The Minister 
of the United States should not by any means li ghtly listen to 
the reports in circulation, but should cease feeling uneasy in 
his mind. 

‘As to the remark in the communication that “he must reserve 
the right to take whatever further measures may be necessasy to 
protect the lives of American citizens," it may be stated that it 
is evident that this would really prove of great injury to the 


existing friendly relations (between the two governments) and 
the Chinese government would find it certainly difficult to allow 
it to be done. foe: 

As in duty bound, the Prince and Ministers send this cormuni- 
cation, in reply, for the information of the Minister of the 
ited States. | 
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Mr. Conger to the Teungli Yemen. 
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Legation of the United States of America. 


Beet, , : 


Peking, China, June 12th, 1906, 


Your Highness and Your Bxcellencies;- 


Referring to my note of the 8th instant, wherein I informed 


Your Highness and Your Excellencies that American Missionaries 


: 


at Tung Chou had come to Peking for safety, and requested that 
immediate orders be issued to the proper authoriti 


74 
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school buildings, chapela and homes, together with 


» scientific apparatus, furniture, clothing, and other 


Y EE APS 


property of great valpe, which they left there,- I now have the 


> 


honor to inform Your Highness and Your Excellencies that all the 
property of the Mission and the Missionaries have been completely 


burned, destroyed and looted. 


I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness and 


NE aS Bae: EE ne MIEN My yp. Ce Aee 
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Exceliencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 
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(Signed) BE. H. Conger. 


His Highness, Prince Ching, 
Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli 
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Confirming Legation's telegram of llth. Situa- 
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tion worse. C#B¥ in possession of mob. 
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‘besieged. Hope that relief will arrive soon. 
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E UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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of the 11th instant, I regret to say that since that date, we 


have been completely besieged within our compounds with the : 
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entire city in the possession of a rioting, murdering mob, . 
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and barricaded the streets in the vicin- 
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contingent of sixteen hindred men were “en route" fp 


road. We shall certainly expect their arrival some 
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the 12th inst 
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called here, as well as at most of the other Legations, 


gave me to understand that the Goverment would not further 


oppose an increase of our guards. It is not, however, cer- 


that the Chinese soldiers, regardless of this assurance, | 


may not on their own account oppose the entry of our troops -_. 


through the gates, for it is an every day occurrence to see 
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"Boxers " being entertained in the tents of the army of- 


ficers. 


Since my last despatch, every American mission in the 


city, except the Methodist, with all their well equipped 
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homes, has been burned, also all the Catholic and English, 
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tral home near Tung-chow*has been burned. Mr. Chang 
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is the Superintendent of Mines, and the Assistant General 
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is known to be largely connected with 
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North China. This attack upon him, taken with many other 
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well known facts, indicates very clearly that the whole move- 


ment is directed against foreigners and not against the Gov- 
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ernment. Enough is known now to make it reasonably certain 


that the "Boxers" have from the start,been continually en- 


couraged by the Imperial Government, if not in fact instigated 
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already been killed by the various Legation. guards. If we 
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had been feeling at all safe with our present guards, 


hundreds would, by this time, have been thus punished. 


encountering seve 


ers there. Since then it has not been possible to 


| Yemen, and since the 12th 


ee 


ne 3 
bie 


Seehtitio, APS aS 


ae p 
a ih 


I have the honor to be, 


8 ir, 


> 


Your obedient servant 
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Secretary of State. 
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¢ Continuation of despatch No. 592 of the 15th instant. 


‘Desperate state of affairs at Peking. Final interview with 


~ 


Chinese Ministers. 
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Secretary of State, 
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Ve have sent out several messengers who have returned 


The one reliable messenger we 


&, but has not yet put in an appearance, I fear something 


had no news from Captain McCalla since my last despatch was 


frightened and without news. 
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City, which burned all day and all night, destroyin 
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@ very great area of the principal pusiness portion where were 


located the large banks, theaters, silk, jewelry, porcelain, 


lantern and curio shops, restaurants etc, Over three thousand 


houses were destroyed, and many people perished in the flames. 
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@ wind blew directly toward this city but fortunately 
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the great wall between the two cities saved us. While the 
fire was raging about 3 P.M. another was lighted in this city 
on Legation street just outside of our pickets, but by the 
heroic efforts of all it was extinguished, with only the 
loss of three buildings burned and several torn down. Had 
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the wind been blowing as in the morning, the whole street 
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to the west of the Canal would have been swept, and the 
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Dutch, Russian and American legations burned. 


Om yesterday morning at 2 o'clock our outposts on 


three’ different streets were stealthily fired upon by Chinese 
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Le d cartridge box together with a piece of a Chinese sol- 


-'§ 7 * : 


» the owner evidently having been 


- 


a 


« During yesterday a conflict occurre 


- 


- 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMER! 


. 3 « 


- 7 


which five he latter were killed. 
exhibitions of skill and courage on the part of 

the foreign troops are good object lessons, but they also 

irritate the Chinese soldiers and arouse such opposition 


among the Chinese people as to make the situation, with our 


present small guard, still more critical. 


The officers in command of the several detachments have 


arranged a general plan for the temporary defense of all the 
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Legations; but ours is the most exposed and defenceless of 
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@ll, as it lies right under the city wall, which is thirty to 


forty feet high, and: from the top of which we would be at the 


cy of even a small number of good guns. 


Tf the battle becomes very hot the women and children 


e 


Bs and ultimately to the lish 
_ will be taken across the street to the fhussian,legation, and 


ace held to the last. 


being Ministers of the Tsungli Yamen, and the 


ast President of the Board of Revenue and a member of the 


ee with me, and requested to be 
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ds, This was done 
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' UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
he ‘PEKIN, CHINA, 
: m of same made by Mr. Cheshire. 
ple and are apparently not worth the paper on which they are 
written. Slewever 1 enclose iniaattons of some of the most 
important. | | 
I have the honor to be, 
| Sir, 
Your obedient servant) 
» Memorandum of Interview with Chinese Ministers, June 
| 17th, 1900, 
2. Translation of an Imperial Decree published in the 
| 3. “Translation of an Taper ial | published in the 
. lanuser ipt Pe Gazette, June 14th, 1900. | 
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of an interview had at the U, S, Legation, on 


+s evga a sere 


the I June, ‘I900. between Hsu Yung-i, and Lien Yuan, | 
uinisters of the Tsung Li Yamen, Li Shan, President of the of 


Board of Revenue, and Mr Conger, U, 8S, Minister. 


The Chinese Ministers reached the United States 


,» at nine o*clock P,M. Mr Hsu, who spoke first, 
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stated that they had come under express orders from the 


s-Dowager and Emperor, to state thet in view of the 


le condition of affairs in Peking,-the result of the 


fons committed by the "Boxers",- every means would 
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ee Gevieed to give full and adequate protection to the Lega- | 
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ané all foreigners and their property in Peking. 


ad as to when the additional guards sent to protect 
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ions, etc, would reach here, and whether Mr Conger 


that he could not answer the question, not knowing any 
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of their movements, as telegraph communication was cut 


r Hsu thén stated that the presence of foreien cuards 
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t. Mr conger said that in view of the uselessr > | 


ese troops, and the utter failure of the Chinese 


Peking, and to put down the "Boxers". 


* : . 
« 


ese soldiers, as they wer 


e@ not 


, instances » aS 


TR& oM dovaqeed div . 


> 


Cee eee eee eor eae eee e ee eee seeeeees * 
* ! 


no ,mottened ,2@ ,U oft te bad wetvretal as to 


AeuY aeid bas ,f-gowY wel neewied ,00@I enh 


ef? to tnebteetd ,med@ Ed ,nemeY fi anweT ed? to 


: $ tetetate 2 .U ,tenm0D 1M bos ,ewneveH to b 


TOR TOG 


aesesl@ besinU edd bedoset etetetnIM eeenidd ent | 


ete hes 


~vertl? exogqe ofw ,weH TM .M,4 Yoolo'o enta enol; 


ent mort etebto eeergxe tebaw emoo bad yer ted be 


¥ * : 


ant to walv al tadd etate oF ,to1Teqma base ‘Tenswod- 


: edt to tiveet en t-,antaed nt etistta to nolsibmes e 
: hivow ensem yreve -,"etexod" eft yd bettimmoo enok 
-enel eft of mottoetorg etaupebs baa Iie? evi 


.gatted nt ytteqotq tledt base etonphege? Efe 


fostorq oF tnee ebtauy Isnolisibbs ed? nerw ot es b 


tegnod tM tedsedw bas ,eted doset bluow ,ote ,enol 


ya beliget tencod 1M .smeeetq ts esucdnetedw tier 


nailwonnx tom ,nolteeup ent tewens fon bluoo ed tad? 


tuo aaw noliseoleurmoo Acetnelet es ,etnemevom tied? to. 


t 


w 


ree ebteun metetot to eoneseta edt tadt betate obdd veh ™ a 


edt bettoxe bat ,antxed ni 


¢ 


o mM .tnee ed 


0 ed? 20 ewwlist testy edt bas ,eqoort eee 


Phi hi LS 


ot RN ta ig 
a SOM a Siet 
LONE 
PL) tas 
yh: WITTE EE - 
¢ ne 


CAPS 


ie Bid Bos 


eave} theytattacked 


-orFeAsbHoWnateved, t hove of 
S° WAG" attackéa” of” 


oO 


ah Away, eavine 


box) AAA AH Lee SATS LALeoMA OATEHErt | 
e Biekeu Up’ And are in the custody of the ; 


fon, Purther, the Pian SF Ve *Bakers ©’ new, * Was torburn 
fos, hopthe CHAt Lhe Fides" would’ Spreaa’ td! the 


ail’ ttie Misstonary estabditshments, Pte two 5e : 
SLPS iit wie Cretridse! City, where, mid Lions, of : 
| Ret prop erty van d rthousands of. 
s¥choudlaktul deeds. “Poe déiniat ene isaid that | 
Ss" OF 9; bt ®Sdommien Gea thetro br egal racts againstrthe 
on 6f ‘things were idift er- p 


€°BUiRaines, cand it | 


ftnat“they had 
of the Princes.’ Mr! Hsu 


PCRs: Asche AERA ey 


ae 


~loe seentdd a yd ,teette nol 
o> tant tedtonA .breb tone bas 
Sebht 


tted? enw ere ibd 


80 baeteni 


tom edt ot 


trigin’ YAbaAUTRe NO" BS 


bexossss Yed? ,eoseq ens to. 


Fae * as 


to er0 


la 


? 


2 
4 
\* 


» 
% 


TOVOTHCW NOBKOT 10.888 


ond 0. yboseyo ect .of gag. po, gy bene 


mud of, 8ew. wor “erexod" edt, 


_ 


to netg 9, 


¢ 
7 


nol sarned edd ov. bsesge bivow. coms lt 9 


tad? antwond ,meds nidtiw eagnibliud ody Youseeb 


- 


-2eeoove yns ditw SbI8N3 | 


: oe 6 
; ee Bad 
: 


bettooo bed tad? eetkt eviens: 


A Ws wiv Te Oe ee Cee 


® 


_ 
> Ss 


aatezo3 ed 


t 
» 
» 


hjows tqeoxe ,esnemdelidatee vrsnotes tl o¢2, Lie, a 


3 n =. a 
- rie > Se “J a # ‘K 


to enolilin esecdw 


a ste _ A ie ey 


eet 


. ao 
#ty Ped ee? 


~e8eb etew eeauvon to 


wy 7 ’ 4 . ‘ > * "3 
; : s $ 3 - 


: 


~mte vod, eeeniAg Os Xe 8 nob 


~ s 
role 3 3 > 2 ‘? 
> 


é “ 23 


*- eo 


if 


“USED saga | 


i 
a 
a 


Ve i nf : es . 3 “? 


RUC HS 


x 
<- 


eft nt e 


D9 


org to dit0ew 
‘<) AS ise iw of ts a 


senet edt fos bas 


tds 
a% ao , eaol 


Bt. es bt vow * S 


PoCqkRe e9 


rete | > 4 oe 
ee Seay ca 


tad? bine etesetninb ent »ebeeb iotwalau, dove top ve 


. ot ee xe | 
. : — mm ¥ =F ore 
; 


edi tentags eton {age lil alent 


uy 
‘ 
# 


€ 


a ta ee 


“tetitb etew aanidy to: nolstbmoo 


2 oe. See x * ok Ss 4 é 4 Ses 


as eae & 


st brn venadhfhug trerumewod ¥ 


- eR. 
* 


ski 


a 


sbetit ed state ebte 


4 


we #e mF a 1@a “a at 
” 7 . x ’ " 


* jiogeet ylerl tne saw tre 


i 8 sg 8 anit 


g ‘t would have a good effect, Mr Concer asked why 


troops aia not fire upon the *Boxers”, inst ead 
ling with them; nothing but killing them could ever 


ut order, The Minisers admitted that the native 4 
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were practically useless, Mr Conger stated that 


e~t ae eagrey © 


® now on their way from Manila, and as . 
many as it was thought necessary to protect life and prcperty 
of Americans would be sent here. 


The Ministers asked Mr Conger what were the views 
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other foreign Ministers as to the present situation? 


Gonger answered that he could only speak for himself, and 


“Shey wanted to know the views of the other foreigni/Minis<> 2 
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SARE Shee 


Gefe they must call on them and ascertain them directly, 


Genser asked why the Chinese Government did not suppress 


Spe 457 
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Tee BWinieters replied that they were in suc : 


Savge wumbers that the native troops could not hold their om a 


egainst them. Mr Conger then said that if he had one thousand 
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Gan soldiers he could kill every “Boxer” in Peking. 


Ministers enquired as to the number of troops that were 


to Peking, to which Mr Conger replied that he did not a 


» The first detachment,-now here- numbered about four 


h line is cut and as the foreign Admirals knew 
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here and having plenty of troops at command, 7 


nds may be on their way. Mr Conger further said that | 
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The Ministers left at I0,80 o’clock, with a guard 


escort them through the lines of defense, They promised 


| Peport the interview to the Emperor and Empress-Dowager., 
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ion of a Decree, published in the Manuscript Peking. 
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®, June I8th, 1900, 
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On the IIth of June, outside of the Yung Ting Gate, 


Akira Suguyama, Chancellor of the Japanese Leration, was mur- 
dered by banditti. On hearing of the death of this officer 
We were exceedingly grieved. 


It is right that persons of neighboring States, 


7. 


residing in Peking, should receive due protection, but as 


sé 


banditti are now arising-in swarms, it is still more necas- 


sary, with especial care, to see that stringent measures are : 
taken-to provide against calamit ies. 
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shave repeatedly issued Our Decrees ordering all 


the various - officets:to-act-in good earnest to keep a strict 


sc # 


patrol and arrest (bad characters) sand render the closest 


fon {to foreigners). How is it, in spite of Our 


Pepeated orders and injunctions, and within the domain of Our 
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‘Court, the Japanese Chancellor is murdered! The local civil 
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and military authorities, have been careless in not taking 
precautionary measures to guard acainst such acts, and furthe 


they did not immediately arrest the persons concerned in the 
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murder, They certainly have not properly performed their duty 
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» Let all the Yamens concerned speedily take action 
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ter, and they are hereby compelled, by this Decree 


| stringently arrest the murderers without ©. 
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7 Chung Li, Ying Nien, and Tsai Lan, be handed 
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over to the Board for the determination of a strict form of 
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Honorable John day, 

Secretary of State. 
sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
instruction No. 1, dated July 19, 1900, enclosing my com- 
mission as Comminsionor of the United States to China. 

i ee ee ee on the 28th instant, 


and sail from San Francisco on August 3rd for Shanghai. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Very respectfully, 


Your obedient servant, 
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July 28, 1900, 


Honorable John Hay, 
Secretary of State. | 


I have the honor to acknowledge ‘the receipt of your 


tion No. 2 of the 27th instant, together with its 


Very respectrully, 


Your obedient servant, 
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AUG 23 1900 
TELEGRAM RECBIVED IN CIPHER. 
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ved at Washington, oe 


August 10, 1900. 9:30 A.M. 


. . > 


(Through Chinese Minister) . 


Secretary of State, : nA 
Washington. ! 

Yamen informs Diplomatic Corps that the foreign govern- 
ments have requested frequently, through Chinese Minister, 
our immediate departure from Peking under proper escort. 
They ask us to fix a date of departure and make necessary 
arrangements. We reply we will ask ow government for in- 


structions, without which we camnot leave our post. In or- 


der that we may go safely | must inform you that fareign 
troops only can safely escort us and they must be in suf- 
ficient force at (to) safeguard 800 foreigners including 
200 women and children, besides 5,000 native Christians 

whom we cannot abandon to certain massacre. Under no cir- 
Cumstances can we accept a Chinese escort. All my colleagues 


, 


are sending the above to their Goverments. Seven United 


States marines have been killed and sixteen wounded, among 


~ fear 


the letter Captain Myers and Doctor Lippett: doing well. 
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ae CONGER. 
Received at Washington,D.C. 


August 9 -00, 9:40 P.M. . 
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" TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


Angad 1G00 - 
From. Peking 


(Through Chinese Min- 
ister at Washington. Handed to Mr. 
Adee August 14,'00. &2:30 morning.’) 


Secretary of State, fs peg A. : 


Washington. 


Do not put trust in Li Hung Chang. He is an unscrupu- 


NS 


ee re ae 


lous tool of the cruel Dowager. There can be no adequate 


negotiations until Peking and the high authors of this great 
crime have unconditionally surrendered. Imperial troops 
firing upon us daily. Our losses sixty killed, hundred 
enty wounded. We have reached half rations (7?) horse 
flesh. Have food only for a fortnight. Six children have 
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died. Many others sick. CONGER. 
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(The Secretary of the Chinese Lagatign states that the above 
telegram came in the regular way, via Tsinan-fu to the Tao- 
tai at Shanghai; and that it left Shanghai August 14,1900). 
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: woh 11,1400. 


From Pekin, (through Chinese 
ter, handed to "Mr Adee August 16,9: 
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Received 


ee eee as 


ak 


ie sefe. May it not be sufficient authen- 


until July seventeenth; 
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3 with it frequently desperate; 
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Have already reported ow iloss- 
of determined ‘pur pose of Chinese 


French, Italian, 
md all other foreign prop- 
pretence of aid or pretection 


made te lead us into ambush. 
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( Undated, ) 


Received. _. oe M. 


Chefoo, (undated). 
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Received August 20, 1900, 9.50 p.m. 


ses State, 
Washington. 


Saved. Relief arrived to-day. Entered city with 


little trouble. Do not yet Know where imperial family is, 
Except deaths already reported, all Americans alive and well. 


reamed effort made last night to exterminate us. Mitchell, 


American sailor and a Russian and Japanese wounded, German killed. 


| The base treachery and savage brutality of this Chinese Government 

is unparalleled. None of its members should in future be recog~ 
nized by any civilized power. Its severe punishment alone can 
make China sate for foreigners. Advise ‘fajustment, Chicago; 
Conger, Des Moines; Sims, Council Bluffs; Conger, Pasadena; 
Porter, Paris. Have you instructions for me? 


G@ ONGER, by Fowler, Chefoo, twentieth. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IK CIPHER. 
Shenghai, Auguet 15, 190°, 
‘ecoived 3:56 F, F, 
Secretery of State, 


‘Wesh ingt 


Tifteacnth Senger wires rerchine Tseinan- 


to-day, Still imprisoned and violently attacked 


by Chinese arny. octor Ingiie? baby and soven 


marines deed, .Alk other Americens siive., Con- 
siderable sickness, Allies within forty miles; 
gives use strong hope, Voodwerds, Chicaro. ‘Yell. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER! : 
PEKIN, CHINA, “ BUREAU 


ER... rant — ; 


16th, 1900, 
‘qo the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of state, 
washington, D : C ; 
gir:- 
T have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf,m tel- 

egram of the 14th instant and to say that two thousand yuer< 
s foam, two ree British, — thousand . Japanese, three 

ene cieaien ani two hundred eneh wie cess are: now: in 

the eaity and we are safe, 

At the gates through which the pnited iintes and ort: 
ish troops entered there was not serious resisanee, but the 
Russian and Japanese had considerable fighting. the entire 
city is not yet in our possession. ne syorbidden city» 
and the aersh east sestions are still held by the chinese. 
Yesterday in order to drive the enemy out of shooting dis- 
tance from the Legation, general Chaffee fought his way 


some distance into the "yorbidden ity, but after a con- 


ference with the other Generals he withdrew his men, He 


had lost Captain Riley and six men killed and several 
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informed this was done because the Russian: 


' thought @ sacred place like an. mmpe- 


rial Palace ought not to be forcibly taken without first 
making a formal demand for surrender; but: tT am sure:T do 
ETT het know from whom @ demand can be madé, and I ca mot 


El eorzet that for more than a month by orders from within 
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‘walls ané‘from guns thereon we were bombarded 
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‘heretofore wired, we have lost seven marines 


5 ‘ sntebh woundeas” rour still'in hospital- and 
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cans are alive but many 


Bat of them homewards soon, 
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‘thi’ chiibeé Government through their yin- 


cay eyes 


ton has been gravely misrepresenting , 
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| | Shey have neither fed, protected or done anything for us ex- 
S | @ept try to kill‘ bat T have no time to write now, will 
\ give you full details soon, 
oe I have the honor to be, 
: S ir, 


your obedient servant, 
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Subject; confirming pepartment's telegram sent through 


we i Bi MO ap pa on 


Chinese yinister at washington, Legation's reply 


of July 16th, also Legati i 


’ 


Srd, 5th, 9th, 9th, llth, and 17th, | 


Siege and relief of the foreign Legations at : 


Peking, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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August 17th, 1900, 


Tet SheoHonorable 


John Hay, 


te 


Secretary of state, 


Washington, D.C, 
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Continuing my despatch of the 16th instant,- I have. ; 


az 


evince Cad 


se foi hs Bags “Se pO cel riint agi 


> 


+50 rears 
ni) ome 


- the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, my cipher telegram 


sha | 
ated sent through yr, wu Ting pang 


of toeday, your teleg 
and delivered to me under a flag of truce by a messenger 


from the Tsungli Yamen; my reply thereto of July 16th and 


_ 


’ : 


also my telegrams of August Srd,5th, 9th, andjlth, §  . 


your telegram was the first communication received by 


fd 


any one from outside since the siege began, and mine the 


first sent out. on the next day some of the other ministers 


sent telegrams to the Tsungli yamen asking that they be fore 


war ded as mine had been, They were, however, returned with i ; 


Mi 


} that mine had been transmitted under a previous 


, 


t which it was not possible to repeat, A few days | 


the British minister received through Tsungli yamen an 


veer 


$e 


- 


DERM p Rn a es 


m 
ae 
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first telegram to me. They said he could answer and that 


us, simply saying “all are well” which we refused to do, -* » >| 


/ each of the ministers received notice from the Tsungli ya~- 


Empress Dowager and ready to go to any length to do her bid- 


inquiry from his Government of much the same sort as your 


the rest of us also might send messages, hence mine of Aug- 


Sth 
ust. fhey had heretofore requested us to send "en clair* 


telegrams to our Governments who must be very anxious about 


4 


f 


My telegram of August 9th was sent because on the 8th 


men that Li Hung Chang had been appointed, by decree of the 
7th, Plenipotentiary to consult and arrange all matters with 
the Pporeign Offices of the various governments by telegraph, 
T simply acknowledged receipt and asked them to forward you 
my telegram of the 9th in which I saben the unanimous opinion 


of every foreigner here who has had an opportunity to know 


him, including mur, Ppethick, one of the most intelligent and 
conservative Americans and who has been his private secretary 


and interpreter for nearly twenty years;I knew that in Rurope 


and america Ti Hung Chang is most highly esteemed as a pro= 
gressive man and a genuine friend of western people and their 
ideas, On the contrary he has been, since the"coup d'etat" 


of 16898, a most conservative and influential adviser of the 


ding. It was largely through his influence that the ~~ 
progressive 


; hes 
a Pecstd Cece 
Py hte 

soe Su 


‘ ) NS progressive Chang Yin Huan was banished to the border of 


x 
\ 
: 


‘ Qhdbet in 1898, ) 

My suki of August llth was sent because of the re- 
ceipt by the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps of.certain cali 
from the Tsungli Yamen, translations of which are enclosed, 
concerning our quitting Peking, and was chiefly for the pur- 


pose of gaining time for the relief column to arrive, The 


chinese culinein had, ever since June 19th, been continually 
insisting upon our leaving Peking under a chinese escort to 
which we were determined never to consent because it was un- 
doubtedly a plan to ambush us, This may be the more easily 
believed since the identical officer and soldiers who were 
by Deperial anion daily shooting us down had been selected 
as our escort, So by one excuse and another we put off a 
final decision or definite refusal as may be seen by the cop- : 
ies of correspondence siaheced, 
staan te the situation at the time of my despatch 
Me. FD : 
ef June i8thf, on the 19th at 4.00 p.m, each minister received : 
an identic note, whether or not their geverments had sent 
troops inte China, ordering us to leave Peking slates twenty= 
four hours, promising aia protection, ete, Resolving 


‘among ourselves that we never would go under a chinese es~ 


cort but deeming it wise not to refuse point blank and thus 
meee give 


4, 


give them ovine for tine, we replied courteously decler- 
ing it impossible to leave within the time and requesting an 
intervies at 9,00 o'clock the next morning with the princes 
and Ministers at the Yamen opening the way for tte dis- 
qussien. The reply accomplished its purpose, the time was 
postponed temporarily .as:will be.seen by copy of correspen- 


dence enclosed, 


The morning ef the 20th at 8,30 the ministers met at the 
French Legation ready to proceed in a body to the Tsungli 
Yamen as soon as notified that the Princes would be there, 
Hot receiving any word by 9.00 etcleck the EE OTE, 


Baron von Ketteler, .whe had personally notified the Yamen 


that he was coming there on ether business, started with his 


interpreter, commissiened to tell the Princes and yinisters 


that the Corps was patiently waiting te hear from then, 


Upon arriving almost to the Yamen he was brutally mur- 


dered, shot through the head by a man (so says his interpre- 


ter)whose chair immediately followed) wearing the insignia 


ef a Chinese efficial, fhe interpreter, wr, Cordes, was 


at the same time serieusly wounded, : but. succeeded in escaping 


to the american Methodist wissien compound which was guarded 


by American marines, Two mafoos accompanied the Baron, one 


dately ran to the Tsungli yamen and returned with) 
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8, 
some of the oberetarics te the place to find the official 
chairs demolished but the minister's body already taken away. 
rhe other returned quickly te the Legatien, and an officer 
an twenty men started for the spot, but before they reached 
it were met by a strong cerdon of Chinese soldiers threugh 
which they were net strong enough to pass, The body was 
found yesterday, buried in a rough coffin near where he fell, 
and te-day was decently interred in the German Legation, this 
was the last attempt of any of the ministers te visit the 
Tsungli Yamen, 

The Chinese army had turned out against us; the whole 
quarter of the city in which the ahs are situated was 
surrounded by its polétorite: thbheschene onall sides and 
the battle against the representatives ef all foreign govern- 
ments in China was beguns. 

The Methodist cempeund as all our missionaries had 
gathered wns abandoned; all ceming te the Legatien at 12,00 
neen, By 4.00 o*clock the situation had become se accute 
that all is ESE the guards and a few men in each 
Legation repaired te the British Legatien,and the refugee 

| native EN about two theusand, were placed in the 
grounds ef Prince Su near by. 

Our lines of defense were quickly shertened and strength- 


thes and barricades built, and the siege was on, 
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pour hundred foreigners, twe hundred ef them women and 
children, with ever one hundred soldiers were crowed inte 
the wettien Legation . In the heuse given to our Legation 
thirty-peeple were, for two months,crowed inte six small 
reoms; but all were thankful that there existed so convenient 
and safe a place to go, 

The first attempts ef the enemy were te burn us out by 
firing buildings adjeining us, but by a of heroically 
fighting| these inflamed by the enemy, burning and tearing 
down others ourselves, we soon had the British Legation 
pretty safe from this danger, However, from this date un- 
til July 17th there was scarcely an hour during which there 
was not firing upen some part ef cur lines and inte some of 
the Legatiens, varying from a single shet to a general and 
continuous attack aleng the whole vere 

Artillery was planted en all sides of us, two large 
guns eee on the walls surrounding the palace and thous-_ 
i of 3$-inch. shells. and solid shot hurled at us, There is 
scarcely a building in any of the Legations that was not 
struck and seme of them practically destroyed. pour shells 
struch our gate house tearing away our flagstaff, eur ex- 


 ploded in the servants quarters, three struck my residence, 


~~ twe of them expleding inside, twe struck the office building 


- 


a ts Lalastaichcc aa wr aon 


and two the house of ur. shone, while the reofs of nearly 
all the sattaines fn the cempeund were sadly Gamaged by 
innumerable bullets, .TO:show:iin-what: storms: they:came five 
quarts of them were picked up,to be remoulded into new am- 
unition,in one hour in our small eoupount. 

Our lines were at first made as short as possible and ene 
clesed all the Legations except the Belgian, and were still 
further shortened after the burning of whe suateben, Ttalian, 
and Dutch dice bleed tink the Imperial Custems, Trenches were 
dug, streets barricaded along these lines as fast as possi- 
ble, but nearly all the work on these had to be done under 
cover of darkness, 

A veritable fortress was made ef the British Legation, 
Walls were strengthened and raised, openings filled, bomb 
proof cellars constructed, counter tunnels te prevent min- 
ing made, and everything pessible,with our poor teols and 
materials,was effectively done, In our first barricades carts 
aot furniture were employed and thousands upen thousands of 
sand bags made in which every ebtainable material was used: 
satin pertiersy(si2k curtains, carpets, oriental rugs, table 
linen, towels, betting, embroideries, cloths,silks, cloth- 


» 


ing, etc., etc, 


 *Pertunately fer us we had the missionaries and their 


converts 


© 
‘| 
4 
* 
in 
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converts with us. The former being familiar with the chinese 
language and character ably organized, superintended and 
directed the Chinese who were an invaluable help in con- 
structing fortifications, and without which it could not 
have been done,. | 

All were industrious and helpful, but every one will 
agree that no one is done any injustice if Rev, FP, a ° 
Gamewell of the American Methodist Mission is mentioned as 
the man to whose practical iunethagenes, quick perception, 
executive ability, untiring energy and sleepless activity 
more than te any ether is due our successful and safe resis-~- 
tance, We were ebliged to combine all our ferces and efforts 
fer defence so that neither time, strength, provisions or 
amunitien should be wasted. 

Sir Claude MacDenald, the British minister, was chosen 
fer the general command and gave every satisfaction, He se- 
lected ir. H.G.Squiers, lst Secretary ef this Legation as 
his ses «ibaa cal ees military training and experience 
had not been fergotten, but which, threwn with energy and de- 
termination inte the work,were invaluable to the “a. 

Necessary committees were created and the camp was 


thereughly organized, Steres of wheat,rice and coal found 


n our lines were quickly gathered into a general com- 


MiP tie RG ite ae EE NOI 


- 


has 


na 


together with all our riding horses and cart mules have fur- 


 nished us a substantial if net a very palatable subsistence 


since, 

The Chinese seemed to have an innumerable seldiery and 
an inexhaustible supply of amunition, We began with enly 
four hundred marines, sailers and soldiers altegether, and 
some fifty sc bab inicbente aruncé civilians, For the mest 
part therefere we simply sat and watched, firing only when 
necessary; but oceasienally @ severe attack had te be re~ 
sisted or a wai made which invariably en our side,was 
successful. But these frequently cost lives of brave men, 
Altegether we have lest killed- sixty five, wounded- one 
hundred and thirty-five, jaca ef disease- all children- 
seven, Of the United States Marines, Sergeant Panning and 
Privates King, Kennedy, Turner, Tutcher, Fisher and Thomas 
were killed; Captain Myers, Decter Lippett and fourteen 
ethers wounded, The less of the Chinese is knewn te ve ten 
times as great as ours, 

Te our Marines fell the mest difficult and dangerous 
wcities ef the defence. by reasen of our spinnted ee te the 


great city wall and the main city gates ever which large 


~~~ guns were planted. 
: our Legatien with the pesitien which we held en the 
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including many Chinese aicidulane would at ence be drawn 

inte the British Legatien and the congestion there increased 
by several hundred. the United states marines acquitted 
themselves nebly. Twice were they driven frem the wall 

and ence ferced te abandon the Legation, but each time re- 
enferced, immediately reteek it and with enly a handful ef 
men aided by ten Russian sailers and fer a few days°ecoosecoce 
ne a few British marines, held it te the last against sev= 
oval hundred Chinese with at least three pieces of artillery, 


The bravest and most successful event ef the whole siege 


Was an attack led by Captain Myers of eur marines.and fifty- 


five men,- Americans, British and Russians, - which resulted 


in the capture of a fermidable barricade on the wall defend- : 
ed by several hundred Chinese seldiers, ever fifty ef whom 
were killed, Twe United States marines were killed and cap- 
tain Myers and ene British marine wounded. This made our pe- 
sitien en the wall secure and it was held to the last with 
the less of enly one ether man, 

: This pesitien gave us command ef a water gate under the. 
wall threugh which the first entvance ‘of the relief ‘column 
was made inte this- the Tartar city. he English arrived 


first and General cCheffee with the 14th Infantry and captain’ 


il, 
I enclese a small rough plan showing the line of eur 
defence en June 21st and en vei 16th and thereafter, 
During the siege the Belgian, ities, Italian, Dutch 
and most ef the French Legation were burned, ¢ and the. 
Pest Office, three fereign banks, residences and effices of 


. 


all the Custems officials and all the missionary compounds, 


except the Peitang, have been tetally destreyed, The peitang 


is an immense Cathelic cathedral connected with a very large 


scheol in which were refugeed fifteen hundred native christ- 
jans, These with Bishep Favier and a wie corps of priests 
and sisters were defended by thirty French and ten Italian: 
sailers and a ner of Chinese Christians with arms, ghey 
were besieged during all the time we were, and no communica-~ 
tien with them was at any time pessible, This place was 
relieved en the 16th and it was feund that the besieged 
there, had received even worse treatment than those at the 
Legatiens,. A French efficer and ten men killed and eight 
weunded. One building! was blewn up by a mine which killed 
ene hundred and twenty chinese christians, 

‘Ne commnicatien whatever was had with the Tsungli yamen 
er any ene eutside eur Legatiens anti July 14th, except 
commnication by shet and shell. 


Tt was @ reasonable supposition that:the chinese: — - 
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Government had fled, abandoning the city te the furyof the 
fiendish seldiers, But we have since feund preef abundant 
and abselute that the Bapress Dewager and Ceuncil remained 
in the city until just befere the arrival ef the relief and 
that the attacks were erganized and directed by them, the 
whele ferce being under the immediate centrel and directien 
ef the grand Secretary Jung Iu, the Cemmander-in-chief ef 
the Imperial Army. 

The Tsungli Yamen all aleng, has charged all the treuble 
en the med, bad "Bexers" and brigands; at least they did se 
up te the beginning ef the siege. Since then they designated 
them by the name "peeple and militia", but the very first at- 
tacks; . except the burning ef buildings, were made upen us 

by men wearing the unifern ef Chinese soldiers,: and who it was 
seon learned belonged to the regular armies of .ceneral vung 
Fu-hsiang or Jung Lu, Their barricades were everywhere mount- 
ed with flags bearing Sie name and designations of regular 
efficers and their commands, and when@vermen or guns fell 

: cies tee were’ those.of-the Chinese arny, 

It is very likely that Boxers joined them in the attacks, 


but if so they denned the army uniform and carried the Imper- 


ial arm. 
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‘wes tae Be of yune 24th enclesed, you will see that 
the Bexers were organized by ths ia ies te their command 
of Prince Chuang and Kang r; that provisions were given them 
by am Imperial erder, and the members of the Imperial 
family urged not te fall behind them in acts of patriotism 

ete. Decree of July 6th mentions the princes and winisters 
in command of the Boxers," Decree of yuly Sth gives the tetal 
number ef troops including the Bexers, Report of Sieerey 

yu tu of July 8th says he ordered previsions and vive arms 
distributed among Bexers, By Decree of June 25th te Empress 
Dewager gave taels 100,000 to the pexers, 

Anether convincing proof that it was soldiers who were 
besieging us, is the fact that whenever the Chinese gevern- 
ment wanted te communicate with us, they could step the 
firing and come threugh their lines whenever they picnsed. 

The Chinese Gevernment was: pretending te us and pro- 
Claiming te the world that they were is sclenbent us when in 


t 


fact if a theusandth part ef the shots fired at us by their 
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soldiers had taken effect we would all have been killed long 
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age, It is undertseed alse that they represented abread that 
they were “previsioning"us, They did send us on twe eccas- 
iens a few small watermelons, cucumbers and egg plant, and 


ne the three sacks ef flour but nething more, We tried 
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te establish a market where under a flag ef trucP we might 
purchase a oe eggs and some fruit o fresh meat; they cen- 
sented but the firing ef their seldiers prevented it, 

on —_ 14th a nete signed "Prince Ching and ethers* came 
te us by a messenger again inviting us te ambush, this time 
at the Tsungli Yamen, but we did'nt ge, Hewever, a corres~ 
pendence was started which for a time caused a cessation ef 
artillery firing and lessened greatiy the rifle firing; shew- 
ing that:the Gevermment could centrel if it desired, 

all this cerrespendence is interesting and I enclose 
translations of it fer what it is worth, Twe days befere the 
arrival ef our troops "prince Ching and others" asked te 
come and see us fer the fer the purpose ef arranging a pan 
perary suspensien of hostilities, requesting us te name an 
heur which was dene fer 11,00 an; the 15th ef August, They 
did net ceme saying they were tee busy, but that strict er~ 
dres had been given te their treops net te fire upen us, and . 
if anybedy did they weuld be ceurtmartialed, ete, But during 
all that night the mest fierce and desperate attack of the 
whole siege was nade aleng the entire line in which one ger- 
man seldier was killed and a Russian, Japanese and Senses 


¢” 


sailors were wouned, This is enly ene example ef the censtant 


ri 


eceptien and hypecrisy they were practicing upen us, on. 
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the 14th, .as + how already written, We were relieved. ' 
enclese varieus extracts frem the efficial gazette, Decrees, 
ote. »which ares conclusively the cennectien of the euperial 
Gevernment with and ite ils cuishsiaey fer the "pexer" meve- 
ment, and furnish very strong evidence that it was planned, 
enceuraged and supperted by the Imperial family, Prince Tuap, 
the father ef the Heir apparent, has been their chief friend 
and pretecter. They ive baum drilled and ratiened in his 
temple, his sen was selected as Heir spears’ abeut the in- 
ception ef the mevement, the Prince was appointed te the 
Taungli Yamen at its height, and it seems certain that his 
advice and that ef the grand Secretary Hsu Tung, Kang I and 
genun Seb inianse but ignerant anti-foreign efficials influ- 
enced the Empress Dewager te: actually believe that with the 
eembined ferce ef "Bexers" and soldiers the expulsion er ex- 
terminatien ef all fereigners from china WAS possible. 

Se the movement. began; first upon. the native christians, 
theusands ef whem aa alae brutally butchered; then 
against the missionaries, many ef when have been murdered 
and their preperty destreyed, the mest harrowing details 
are coming in eof herrible attrecities perpetrated in the 


country districts while we have been besieged; then against 


the fereign merchants and all fereign business interests, and 
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finally against all the efficial representatives ef foreign 
‘pewers in peking, 

f: The icisias has preved @ failure. China has made her- 
self the enemy ef, and plunged herself in war with the lead- 
ing stenasnes geverments ef the werld, The dynasty respen- 
sible fer this is unwerthy the recegnitien ef any civilized 

AD seit ag ey 
pewer,) The gevernment has fled, and up te the present ne ene 
te i fer it has put in an appearance. rt is, hewever, 
knewn that several members of the Tsungli yamen are in the 

“ 
city and it is creditably reperted that prince ching is net 
mal away. se the prebability is that seme ef them will vee 
be heard fren, Further develepments will be reported in 
ny mext despatch, 

T cannet clese this despatch witheut gratefully men- 
tiening the splendid sevice performed by the United states 
\ yt Pb1_> : 

Marines whe arrived here en May 31st under the cemmand ef 
Captain uyera, with slight exceptions, their cenduct wen the 
OED Ta and arakttele ef all and I beg yeu te kindly cenm- 
municate the fact te the Navy Department, 

I enclese cepy ef reselutiens passed by the American 
missionaries expressing their high appreciation eof ae ley~ 
@lty, fidelity and hereic courage ef these nen, 


fhe less te the American missions in china is semething 
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scheels er chapels in this er the previnces immediately west 
ef here undestreyed, and many in the nerth part ef shantung 
have alse deen demolished, . It is reasonably certain that 


the missionaries who did not leave the interior before the 
middle of June have all been murdered, we camot as yet get 


accurate information of them here, | 


The damage to the general missionary cause is immeas- 
ureable and cies. adequate tnlleniitios may possibly | 
be secured for all: material losses, but time only, .with the 
"weet siintentted guarantees for’ the future can even partially 


restore the desolated field, yust how this can be accomplished 


does not at present:clearly appear, but in the reformation 
or reestablishment 6f senwtinen here it should some how be 
brought about, 

As showing the uniform cordiality existing between the 
missionaries and this Legation I sidis ‘vtialien’ in transmitting 
herewith copy “~ letter signed by all the male missionaries 
here. 

I ought to add in regard to the ans from the Tsungli 
Yamen of July 19th in which was transmitted to me a aie of 

the telegraphic Imperial letter to and President of the yni- 
ted States, that almost identic letters were at the same time 
sent te the queen of England, the acinar of Germany, the 
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czar of Russia and the President of France, saying in each 


ease that in her present difficulties china could rely only 


upon that special power for aid, 


, 


T have the honor to be, 
sir, 


your obedient servant 


KL | 


Enclosures; 

i Translations of Imperial Decress of June 135th, 
17th, 21st, 24th, 26th, 26th,27th,Junly 1st,2nd, 
6th, Sth, 9th, 11th, 12th, 135th, 15th, 15th, 18th, 19th, 
24th, 350th, August 2nd, 2nd, 2nd,1900. 


2_, Dean to feungli yamen, June 19th, 1900. 
S. she Tsungli yamen to bean, June 20th, 1900, 
4. The Tsungli Yamen to Dean, June 20th, 1900, 
5, The Tsungli yamen to pean, June 20th, 1900, 
o- Dean to Tsungli Yamen, June 21st, 1900, 
: ”, The Tsungli Yamen to wr. Conger, June 19th, 1900. 
eo 8, The Tsungli yamen to wr. conger, June 2ist, 1900, 
9. Prince Ching to Sir Claude yacDonald, july 14th,00, 
lo. Sir Claude’ to prince Ching, July 15th, 1900, 


P®ince Ching to sir Claude, July 16th, 1900, 
Prince ching to sir Claude, July 17th, 1900, 


* gir claude to prince ching, july 17th, 1900, 
Sir Claude to prince Ching, July 16th, 1900, 
Sir Claude to Jung Lu, July 16th, 1900: 


Sir Claude to Jung Iu, July 19th, 1900, 

7, Prinee Ching to sir Claude, July 19th, 1900, 

_ 18, The teungli yamen to wr. conger, July 19th, 1900. 
19, Sir claude to prince ching, July 20th, 1900. 
20%...) rs Conger to the Tsungli yamen, July 20th, 1900. 
% jung’ Yemen to wr. Conger, August 7th, 1900, 


COMMUNICATE TIDINGS BEARER. 


PEKING, AUGUST 17TH, 1900, 


SECSTATE, 


2 


WASHINGTON, 


ENTIRE CITY EXCEPT IMPERIAL PALACE 00 


> 


‘BY EIGHT THOUSAND JAPANESE; THREE THOUSAND RUSSIANS 


THOUSAND BRITISH, TWO THOUSAND AMERICANS, TWO HUNDRED Fi 


; 


18S BRING APPORTIONED FOR POLICE SUPERVISION. 


ARMY FLED. IMPERIAL FAMILY AND COURT GONE WESTWARD 


. ; * 


BABLY SHENSI. NO REPRESENTATIVES OF CHINESE GOVERNMENT 


IN SIGHT. CONDITION CHAOTIC. PALACE WILL BE TAKEN AT ON 


; 


_ 


MANY MISSIONARIES START HOME 20TH, OTHERS’ REMAIN IN 


, 


CARE OF ONE THOUSAND CHRISTIAN REFUGEES. 
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JULY 16TH, 1900. 
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Prince Ching to sir Claude, July 26th, 1900. 
prince ching to sir, claude, July 25th,1900, 
‘Sir Clatde to prince Ching, July 27th, 1900, 
sir claude to prince; ching, july 27th, 1900. 
Prince ching to sir claude, July, 28th, 1900. 
prince ching to sir claude, july 28th, 1900, 
sir Claude to prince, july 3oth, 1900, 
Prince Ching to sir Claude, july Slst, 1900, 
Prince Ching to, sir Claude, August lst, 1900, 
Sir Claude to prince Ching, August 2nd, 1900. 
prince ching to sir Claude, August Srd, 1900. 
he Tsungli yamen to sir Claude, August 4th, 1900. 
The rsungli Yamen to sin Claude, August 4th, 1900. 
Dean to Tsungli yamen, August 5th, 1900, 
prince Ching to sir Claude, August 6th, 1900. 
sir claude to prince Ching, August 6th, 1900. : 
‘Mr. conger to the Tsungli Yamen, August @th, 1900, 
gir claude to prince Ching, August 9th, 1900, 
Sir Qlaude to Tsungli yamen, August 9th, 1900, 
prince ching to sir claude, August 12th, 1900, 
John wherry and others to wr, Conger, August 19th,o 
wap showWing::2anes of defense, 
\Map of peking, 


resolution passed by American missionaries in 


regard to united states Marines, 


PEKING, AUGUST 17TH, 1900, 


SECSTATE, 
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WASHING TOM, 


ENTIRE. CITY EXCEPT IMPERIAL PALACE occvrr 


» 


. 


‘BY EIGHT THOUSAND JAPANESE; THREE THOUSAND RUSSIANS, 1 


THOUSAND BRITISH, TWO THOUSAND AMERICANS, TWO HUNDRED Fi 


AND IS BEING APPORTIONED FOR POLICE SUPERVISION. CHINESE 


ARMY FLED. ‘IMPERIAL FAMILY AND COURT GONE WESTWARD, PR 


BABLY SHENSI. NO REPRESENTATIVES OF CHINESE GOVERNMENT 


IN SIGHT. CONDITION CHAOTIC. PALACE WILL BE TAKEN AT ON 


‘ . 
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MISSIONARIES START HOME 20TH. OTHERS’ REMAIN IN . 


CARE OF ONE THOUSAND CHRISTIAN REFUGEES. 
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JULY 16TH, 1900. 
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Prince Ching to sir Claude, July 25th, 1900. 
Prince ching to sir. Claude, July 25th,1900, 

Sir Clatde to prince Ching, July 27th, 1900, 

sir claude to Prince:ching, July 27th, 1900, 
prince ching to sir Claude, july, 28th, 1900, 
Prince ching to sir Claude, july 28th, 1900. 

Sir Claude to prince, July Soth, 1900. 

Prince Ching to sir Claude, July Slst, 1900. 
prince Ching to, sir claude, august lst, 1900. 

Sir claude to Prince Ching, August 2nd, 1900. 
prince ching to sir Claude, August 3rd, 1900. 

fhe Tsungli yamen to sir claude, August 4th, 1900. 
The rsungli Yamen to Sin. Claude, August 4th, 1900. 
Dean to Tsungli yamen, August Sth, 1900, 

Prinee ching to sir Claude, August 6th, 1900. 


;') sir Claude to Prince Ching, august 6th, 1900. 


wr.conger to the Tsungli yamen,August $th, 1900, 
Bir claude to prince ching, August 9th, 1900. 

Sir Glaude to Tsungli yamen, august 9th, 1900. 
prince ching to sir Claude, August 12th, 1900, 
John wherry and others to ur. conger, August 19th,o 
Map showing: ines of defense, 


Map of Peking, 


Resolution passed by American missionaries in 
regard to united states yarines, 


STILL BESIRGED. SITUATION MORE PRECARIOUS. CHInES; 


® 


GOVERNMENT INSISTING UPON OUR LEAVING PEKING WHICH Wow 


BE CERTAIN DEATH. RIFLE FIRING UPON US DAILY BY ImPrri: 


-s 


TROOPS. HAVE ABUNDANT COURAGE BUT LITTLE AMUNITION on 


PROVISIONS. TWO PROGRESSIVE YAMEN MINISTERS BEHEADED. ar) 


’ 


CONNECTED WITH LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES WELL AT mp 


PRESENT MOMENT. ADVISE ADJUSTMENT CHICAGO,. CONGER Dks 
MOTNES AND PORTER PARIS. 


Sig 


CONGER. 
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TELEGRAM SENT YAMEN AUGUST 5, 1900, 
SECSTATR, WASHINGTON. 
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YAMEN INFORMS DIPTOMATIC CORPS THAT POREIGN Gov 
. ERNMENTS HAVE REQUESTED FREQUENTLY THROUGH CHINESE MINIs 
OUR IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE FROM PEKING UNDER PROPER ESCOR’. 


THEY ASK US TO PIX A DATE OF DEPARTURE AND. MAKE NECES 
ARRANGEMENTS. WE REPLY WE WILL ASK OUR GOVERNMENTS FOR 


INSTRUCTIONS WITHOUT WHICH WE CANNOT LEAVE OUR POSTS, I! 
ORDER THAT WE MAY GO SAFELY I MUST INFORM YOU SHAT PORRT 
TROOPS ONLY CAN SAFELY ESCORT US AND THEY MUST BE IN sur 
IENT FORCE TO SAFEGUARD EIGHT HUNDRED FOREIGNERS INCLUD 


AND FIFTY WOUNDED BESIDE: 
THREE THOUSAND NATIVE CHRISTIANS WHOM WE CANNOT ABANDON 


TO CERTAIN MASSACRE. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES CAN WE ACCE?! 
A CHINESE ESCORT, ALL MY COLLEAGUES ARE SENDING THE ABO 


0 THEIR GOVERNMENTS, SEVEN UNITED STATES MARINES HAVE ! 


KILLED AND SIXTEEN “WOUNDED. AMONG THE LATTER CAPTAIN 
AND DOCTOR LIPPETT, DOING WELL. 


20. 


TELEGRAM SENT THROUGH YAMEN AUGUST 9TH, 1900. 


SECSTATE, WASHINGTON. 

DO NOT PUT TRUST IN-LI HUNG CHANG, HE IS THE UNSCRUPUL- 
ous TOOL OF THE CRUEL DOWAGER. THERE CAN BE NO ADEQUATE 
NRGOTIATIONS UNTIL PEKING AND THR HIGH AUTHORS OF THTS 
GREAT CRIME HAVE UNCONDITIONALLY SURRENDERED. IMPERIAL 
TROOPS FIRING UPON US DATLY, OUR LOSSES SIXTY KILLED, 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY WOUNDED. WE HAVE REACHED HALF 
PORTION HORSE FLESH, HAVE POOD ONLY POR A PORTNIGHT.SIX 


CHILDREN HAVE DIED. MANY OTHERS SICK. 
CONGER. 


TELEGRAM SENT THROUGH YAMEN AUGUST 11TH, 1900. 
SECSTATE, WASHINGTON. 

OUR CIPHER IS SAFE, MAY IT NOT BE SUFFICIENT 
AUTHENTICITY? WE HAVE BEEN IMPRISONED AND COMPLETELY 
BESIEGED SINCE JUNE 20TH BY IMPERIAL ARMY, JUNG LU HAVING 
COMMAND. CONTINUED ARTILLERY AND RIFLE FIRING UNTIL JULY 
17TH, ONLY RIFLE FIRE SINCE BUT DAILY WITH FREQUENT DES- 
PERATE ATTACKS. ONE LAST NIGHT, HAVE ALREADY REPORTED OUR 
LOSSES. HAVE CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF DETERMINED PURPOSE 
OF CHINESE GOVERNMENT TO EXTERMINATE ALL FOREIGNERS AND 
NATIVE CHRISTIANS, THOUSANDS OF THR LATTER HAVE BEEN MAS- 
SACRED, FRENCH, ITALIAN, BELG TAN, AUSTRIAN, DUTCH LEGATIONS 
AND ALL OTHER PORSIGN PROPERTY DESTROYED. ALL PRETENCE OF 
AID OR PROTECTION WHOLLY FALSE, SEVERAL ATTEMPTS MADE 70 
LEAD US INTO AMBUSH, DOCTOR INGLIS CHILD DEAD, MARINES 
PANNING, FISHER, TURNER, KING, TUTCHER, KENNEDY, AND THOMAS 
KILLED, ALL OTHER AMERICANS ALIVE. INFORM ALTA AND SECRETARY 
RYAN. NEARING ALLIED FORGES GIVE US HOPE. 

CONGER. 
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Decrees published in the Peking Gazette June 13th, 1900, 
" the lith of Sins the Japanese Chancellor was murdered by 


desperadoes outside the Yung Ting Men. On hear ing this intelligene 
We were exceedingly grieved. Officials of neighboring nations, 


stationed in Peking, ought to be protected in every possible way 
and now especially extra diligence should be displayed to prevent 


such Occurrences when desperadoes are as numerous as bees. We 
have repestedly commanded the various local officials t@ ensure 
the most efficient protection in their districts and yet in spite 
of our frequent orders we have this case of the murder of the 
Japanese Chancellor occuring in the very capital of the Empire. 
The civil and military officials have assuredly been remiss in 
not clearing their districts of bad characters or immediately 

- arresting such persons and we hereby order every yamen concerned 


to enforce. a.date.for the arrest of the criminals that they may 


penalty. Should the time expire. without an a 


wane “afrectea the severe st punishment will be assuredly 
inflicted upon those responsible. 


Second Edict. 


The Boxer desperadoes have recently been causing trouble of | 


the capital until Peking itself has been involved. We have re- 


peatedly issued edicts stating our commands in explicit terms 


to be made known to all, and we also ordered the various military 


ers stationed at or near the capital to severely put an 


end to these disturbances. Yet now we have cases of arson and 


murder and bad characters of the lowest type are perpetually 
inventing rumors on the pretense of revenging themselves on the 
converts. The result has been that good subjects of ours have be~ 


aad involved and regard our commands as something that can be 
ightly set aside. In spite of the fact that these men are known 
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2. 
Ba have leagued together to commit acts of murder and arson they 
iffe: _ themselves to be misled by then. Good citizens most of all 


ire to stimulate patriotism and one would like to know when 


in the wad? a nation the condoning of anarchy among the 
at 


people has made A nation strong.We have now learned by investigath 


tion that among the ranks of the Boxers are many braves and 


desperadoes who have vied with one another in disgraceful acts 


of robbery and looting. We have already ordered Kang I and others | | 
to proceed to various country districts and acquaint @ach and all 
with our virtuous intentions so that there may be tranquility. 
Let the Boxers who have already entered into league disband 
themselves and be content. It is obvious that various cases of 
murder and arson which have occurred are the work of traitogs 
and only the fact of a man having himself caused disturbance can 
make us regard him as a bad citizen. These bad characters must 
be rooted out and no mercy can again be shown. We order Sung 


Ch'ing to command Ma Yu K'un to come with all speed to the capital 


and let strenuous efforts be made to arrest all desperadoes in the | 


region round Peking. It is important that the ringleaders be 
seized but the subordinates may be allowed to disband then- 
selves. It is strictly forbidden to the military to use these 
occurrences as a pretext for causing trouble and our hope is that 


the country may thus be cleared of traitors and good citizens 


may be at peace. 
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to have leagued ‘bansehee to commit acts of murder and arson they 
Ms : 


iffer themselves to be misled by them. Good citizens most of all 


des: @ to stimulate patriotism and one would like to know when 


in the history oly nation the condoning of anarchy among the 4 
tha 
people has made A nation strong.We have now learned by investigat#h | 


tion that among the ranks of the Boxers are many braves and 


desperadces who have vied with one another in disgraceful acts 
of robbery and looting. We have already ordered Kang I and others 
to proceed to various country districts and acquaint each and all 
with our virtuous intentions so that there may be tranquility. 
Let the Boxers who have already entered into league disband 
themselves and be content. It is obvious that various cases of 
murder and arson which have occurred are the work of traitors 
and only the fact of a man having himself caused disturbance can 
make us regard him as a bad citizen. These bad characters must 
be rooted out and no mercy can again be shown. We order Sung 


Ch'ing to command Ma Yu K'un to come with all speed to the capital 


and let strenuous efforts be made to arrest all desperadoes in the 
region round Peking. It is important that the ringleaders be 
seized but the subordinates may be allowed to disband them- 
selves. It is strictly forbidden to the military to use these | | 
occurrences as a pretext for causing trouble and our hope is that 
the country may thus be cleared of traitors and good citizens 


may be at peace. | | 
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Teperial Decree published in the Peking Gazette, June 17th, 1900, 
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Lately the people and the Christians have sought means to 


stir up enmity and bad language has arisen on every side. Vagadonds | | 


have tdken occasion repeatedly to burn and rob. All foreign Min- 
isters ought to be really protected. Jung Lu is prdered to 

detail his own soldiers at once and energetically use his author- 
ity and go immediately to East Legation stseet and vicinity 

and with all his power protect those Ministers; he must not be 
in the least careless. If the Ministers and their families 

wish to go for a time to Tientsin they must be protected by the 
way, but the railroad is not now in working order. If they go by 
the cart road it will be difficult and there is fear that perfect 


protection cannot be afforded. They would better therefore 


abide here in peace as hitherto and wait till the railroad is 
repaired and then act as circumstances render expedient. 


Sanctioned. Respect This. 
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Imperial Decree published in the Peking Gazette June 21, 1900. 
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Ever since the founding of the Dynasty foreigners coming to 
Ghina have been kindly treated. In the reigns of Tao Kwang and 


to pr@pagate their religion, a request which the Throne reluct- 
antly erantge. At first they were amenable to Chinese control 


put for = past thirty years they have taken advantage of Chin- 
ese bernebvaies to encroach on Chinese territory and trample on 
the Chinese peeple and to demand China's weet hi Every concession 
made by China increased their refiance on violence. Théy oppressed 
peaceful citizens and insulted the gods and holy men, exciting 
the most burning indignation amongst the esenidi Hence the burning | 
of chapels and the slaughter of converts by the patriotic braves. 
The Throne was ahxious to avoid war and issued edicts enjoining 
protection of the Legations qand pity to the converts. The De- 


erees declaring Boxers and converts to be equally the children 
of the state were issued in the hope of removing the old fued 
between people and converts and extreme kindness was shown to 


the men from afare But these people knew no gratitude and increasd : 
their pressure. A despatch was yesterday sent by Du Maylard call- 
ing on Us to deliver up the Taku forts into their keeping other- 


aggressions. In all matters relating ts international inter- 


course we have never been wanting in courtesies to them, but they, 


while styling thenselves civilized states have acted without ree 
solely = Sole he ) : B 

gard for right, relping on their ‘ailitary force. We have now , 
ia 

é 


reigned nearly thirty years an¢ have treated the people as Our 
children, the people honoriny Us as their Deity, and in the midst _ 
of Our reign We have been #@ recipients of the gracious favor of 


the 
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the Rupress Dowager; furthermore Our ancestors have come te Our 
aid, the gods have answered Our call and never has there been 
so universal a manifestation of loyalty and patriotism. With 
tears We have announced the war in the ancestral shrines. Better 
to do Gur utmost and enter on the struggle rather than seek some 
means of self-preservation involving eternal dinerest. All Our 
officers high and low are of one mind and these have assembled 
without warning several thousand patriotic soldiers (Yi.p'ing 
Boxers). Bven children carrying spears in the service of the 
country. Thus others rely on crafty schemes, Our trust is in 
Heaven's justice. They depend on violence, we on humanity. Not 
to speak of the vightoousnede of our cause; our provinces number 
more than twenty, our people ever 400 millions and it: will not 
be difficult to vindicate the dignity of our country. The Decree 
concludes by promising heavy rewards to those who distinguish 
themselves in baettle or subscribe funds and threatening punish- 


gent to those who show cowardice or act traitorously. 


Another Decre® in same Gazette expresses the satisfaction 


with the Throne has received Yu Lu's report of successful engage 


ments at Tientsin on the 17, 18 and 19 of June, and gives great 


preine to the Boxers who have. done great services without any 
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assistance either of men or money from the saabe, dreat favor 


Nt 


will be shown them later on and they must contir’é to show their 
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Abstract of the Peking Gazette June 24th, 1900. 
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Yesterday shops ‘and houses in the neighborhood of the Tung 

Tau Pai Lou and the Chang An chieh were looted by braves with 
wins This is a serious matter and we ordered Jung Lu to depute 
officers to arrest the offenders. Bleven in all belonging to 
various divisions besides twenty three despaeradoes from another — 
body of braves were arrested and executed on the spot. The public 
being duly appr ized of the occurrence. We now command the various 
general officers to give strict orders to their subordinates that 
the braves are to be strenuously kept in order. Should these oc- 
eurvénese be repeated martial law will be put into operation. If 
the various officers commanding patrols screen offenders instead 
of rigorously enforcing me ‘live we order that they be severely 
punished after due investigation. We command the military com- 3 
mandant 's yamen and those responsible for the @vil administration 
of Peking and district to arrest all desparadoes who may be 


creating a disturbance and to execute them there and then. Let 
no mercy be shown. 


Second Decree of same date. The Board of Revenue is commanded to 


einen icheibet sen among then. 


Thired Decree of same date. Numbers of our people comprised in 
‘ the I Ho Tuan (Boxers) are scattered in all parts of the region | 


round the metropolis and Tientsin and it is right and proper 


that they should have superintendents placed over them. We appoint ; 


Prince Chuang (Tsai Heun) and the assistant grand secretary Kang _ 
I to be in general command and also order Ying Nien brigade genera i 


of 


om dosaqeed at. “om eweoront 


eA A Soe he ek oa ene 


o 
“ -ORBRN n° \pnt SAAAAONS Unt Cengeree: neergall exe) 

008s aise ory l os tease heelbdapiallinaect 

noe WETRWhT Th MATMNTANT nme 2 Laeteriow os 

aunt ed? To hoodreddgten edt mt seegod bas agode Ree Ty 

ditw aevard yd betool exew dette oh gupd?. odd bas soley wat 
etnqeh of wT gaul hevehto ew ban etiam Auotten ». et ald? .an 
o? gatgmoled its at novela .2rohqetto ede ters 02 BTe0tI0 
neddons mort ecohsteageeh | cord? yanow?, aebtaed. acotelyth auoltay 
oiiduq eT .toqa_od3 po hotusexe Dam DOS Tw, eo Tem aevard (lo. .ybo: 


avoltiasy edd? brsmmd 9 wor OW  -someriys90 edd 190 bestrqqsexlub gated 
tsd3 aotantbrodue ‘ales oF atebto sotita eyty.o8 | araottto ae 


a St 


AVEE 
t 


90 ened bLyvods > 19bt0 at J qex yfavouretsa, ad ot 28 2A edd 


tT not tartego osat sug. od (ftw wat feliram hesseqet ad RODMOTI 9 


bsestent ayehretto 98192 , aforted gat ho 2, BteolTIo. avoltsy, eda 


ue 


~ iar CLE: 


vLletevea ed yeas tads Job 70, ow awal ode aatorora0, Ciesotogts.. 20 
M09 qusst ity od? bgsaumo 9 ow -nottssttaeyat , ee Ty fo2}8..2 bedaiaug. 


<a nae 


noltartatataha Atve eds yor oidfeqoqeet e8odd | bas AOMSY, . 3‘ tasbasa 


wit Se 


ed yvsma odw asobsteqeaeb [is testis of totrtath bas artvel to 


gel .wed? baa ered med? efsvoexe of bas eonsdtusalb &8 galisets 


—_ aa wear ~~ * . 
ce oF exw. gor eo — "TO. Minas .f.is 
-fwode sd ¥stea on 


eg 


Pas 2h Uy # s a KK 


of bobhamaiog af endével To Bisd@ SAT’. ot8h emsa "td SSised pAOsee 


TOT atexod “od? “Ot “Sroka ivo TG es “Ssix°td eged°00S “Tt Gast sviy 


om oS MO") USMS Ae Qed’ aot Fed Ea Fe PS ‘tetean 
mem youd bas eo tatel aedt mwode ed fics 


mt beatrqmos efqoeq wo to etodmy® .efsbh ema to eetéd HetiA? 
motae:.sdz to atisg {fs at bet9s 308 ars (atex0d) mss'T oH I ond 
1eqoTg basa fdgt:t et gt bas atetaett bas alfogorszem edd basset 
tatoqas eW .medt revo beoalq aiaebastaiteqva evar biwoda yeds tad? 
F come Vistersea hasty tastateas ed? bas (auell tsat) gnsudd contri 


ag aa ee * 


brene3 ehagiid met aniY teb1o coals bas basamos {atene3 mi od oq I 


To 


‘ee 
ae at 
Ny , + 
2 ng a . » 


apt the left wing, and Tsai Lan temporarily acting as brigade 

general of the right wing to act in co-operation with Chen. We 
ind Wen Jui adjutant general of the Manchu army to be brig- 

adier general. All the members of the I Ho T*uan are exerting 
their utmost energies and the Imperial family must not fall 
behind in harbor ing revenge against our enemies. It is our 
confident hope that the desires of each and all will be suecess- 
fully consummated and it is of the utmost importance that no 
lack of energy be shown. 
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A Decree of the Empress Dowager June 25th 1900, 


: : : , 
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A sum of Tis 100, 000 is granted in reward to each of the ' 
folle army corps: Sheng Tzu Ying: Pu Shang Ying and t ee 
of the Boxers, Also a sum of Fis 60,000 each is granted to the 


ee eee 


troops of Kan Su (Tung Pu Hsia-ng's) and the Wu Wei Chun in addi- 


tion to the sums of Tls 40,000 which has already been granted 
to theme The officials and soldiers of the troops are to get | 
in one spirit in order to accomplish the great deed and be 


deserving of the bounties received. 
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Abstract of Peking Gazette, June 26th, 1900, 
| cele a bisnkebsnes 
The Governor General reports the taking of the Taku fortd on 
the 21st of the Sth Moon. He @epe not speak of any opposition 
on the part of the Chinese but reports that the fort guns had hit 
two of the foreign gun-boats. He says he is ignorant if these 
gun-boats have sunk. After the taking of Taku the defenses of 
‘Tientsin became of extreme importance. He accepted the services 
of 36,600 Boxers who had assembled around Tientsin. On the 22nd 
and 25rd of the Sth Moon sharp engagements took place between — 
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the Chinese troops and the foreigners entrenched in the foreign ; 
settlement of Tientsin. After consultation with Gen Nieh he decidé 
to first attack the foreigners in the settlement and then drive 
them away from Taku. News from Taku was very scarce but still 

it was known that a powder magazine had been blown up. The 
Chinese had destroyed the railway from Chun hia Ch'ang and also | 
destroyed locks at Chang Chia gow in order to inuendate the county | 
and hinder the foreigners from coming up. - 

The Governor General said also that he heard that troops 

of different nations numbering one thousand odd who had advanced | 
oy Peking, had been surrounded by Boxers and retreated to Tientsin uy 
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by river. i 


The memorialist concludes his report by noting the difficulty 


of fighting against eight nations and insists on the necessity 
of sending large reinforcements to Tientsin. He also points out 
the peculiar conditions which have arisen at Peking with the 
Legation guards and requests instructions how all this is to be 
settled. ly 
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Abstract of the Peking Gazette, June 2}th, 1900, 
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. CHORE O Eee Heer ee eerseeererese | 
An edict appeared yesterday directing as a stimulus to exertégn | 
discriminating rewards to be given to the various army corps that q 
have distinguished themselves in the metropolitan district. Now 
that the left wing of the army under command of Sung Ch'ing has 
in sectional divisions marched to the capital, let T1s100,000 
be @qually divided to the men and let orders be given to rank 
and file to maintain the public with unanimity and zeal. 
Second Edict. 

Since the beginning of hostilities between China 
and the foreign powers, I, the Empress, have frequently given 
pecuniary rewards out of the household funds both to the military 


officials and the Boxers- a bounty abundant and continuous. At 


present affairs are in a dangerous condition. You officers 
therefore should be zealous to repay the imperial favor and em- 
brace the opportunity to achieve high orth. All who with cpurage 
and energy succeed in attacking and destroying the enemy will 
certainly receive extraordinary rewards. If there be any who 
desert from the field of battle or through cowardice fail to ad- 
vance to meet the foe they will be punished by death in presence 
of the army and their officers will be liable to severe punish- 
ment. At present the foreign troops have possession of the Taku 
forts. We direct Yu Lu to order Lo Jung Kuang and his adjutants 
to devise means to retake them without delay. In war martial law 
. takes precedet ce. If there be any plundering or other exactions ‘> 
from the people on the part of officers and troops besides the exe 


¢ution of the offenders on the spot, the immediate officers (cap- 


ns and lieutenants) will be court martialed. If officers canhs/ 
their men they willbe severely punished. Let no one 


ignorance as an excuse, 
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The various army corps and the Boxers in the 
itan district and at Tientsin have already received 


‘y rewards according to their merit. Let this be equally 


pew 
divided to the various corps of Manchug Mongol and Chinese banner 
men., the sum of Tls 100,000 as a stimulus to oxertiéa. Let also 
an equal sum be given through the high officials to the two 

wings and the advance division of the bannermen guards to be dis- 


tributed in the same manner. 


Fourth Baict. 

The military forces at Tientsin are of great im- 
portance. To the troops now there and the Boxers assisting them 
let there be given to those who have distinguished themselves 
Tis 100,000 as a stimulus to exertion. Let this money be paid 


by Yu Lu and let Yu Lu command the various army corps and the 


Boxers to arrange their forces to intercept the foreign troops and 
prevent their creeping northward. Let them also recover the forts 


at Takue 
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Decree —— in the — _—- July ist, 1900, 
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General preparattons are now being made for war and owing 7 
to the telegraphic communication being interrupted all official 


despatches are forwarded by couriers. Speedy transmission is a 
matter of urgent necessity but the courier arrangements have — 


fallén for a long time past into decay. The number of the men 


and horses at the post stations not having been duly kept up. 

The high officials are therfore directed to take step to reestab- 
lish a regular system of couriers. 

| The Decree goes on to declare thet now that there is fight ne 
on the coast of Chili information as to the enemy's circumstances 
and movements must be obtained and Yu Lu is directed to order 
all loyal officials to send out numerous apie to obtain correct 
- information. 

Another Decree states that the members of the I Ho Chuan 
(Boxers) began by taking loyalty and courage as their motto and 
it was expected that they would do good service in repelling 
aggression. But of late there have been in the neighborhood of 
Peking many cases.of wanton robbery and murder by characters 
feigning to belong to the Boxers. If no strict distinction is 
drawn, internal dissension will be added to foreign trouble and 
the state of the country will be indescribabbie. Tsai Hsun is 


ordered to keep tho¢se members of the I Ho Chuan who have made 
submission under strict control and expel all persons pretending 
to belong to it as an excuse for raising trouble. All cases of 
gangs collecting to commit murder from motives of vengeance are 


to be dealt with under the laws against br igandage. There will 
be no mercy shown seeding to future disorders. 
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Imperial Decree published in the Peking Gazette July 2nd 1900, 
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Ever since sidan nations commenced propagation of their 

| religion there have been many instances throughout the country 
ef i11 feeling between the people and the converts. All this is 
due te the faulty administration on the part of the local author- 
ities giving rise to the Susdes The truth is that the converts 
are also the children of the state and d&$ng them there are not 
wanting good and worthy people. But they have been led astray 
by false doctrines and have relied on the missionaries for sup- 
port, with the result that they have committed many misdeeds. 
They hold to their errors and will not turn from them, and ir- 
reconcilable enmity has thus grown up between the converts and 


the people. The Thpsne is now exhorting every member of the I 


Ho Chuan (Boxers) to render loyal and patriotic services and to 
sexe his per against the enemies of his couhtry so that the 
whole population may be of one mind. Knowing that the converts 
are also subjects owing fealty to the Throne We ask how they can 
bring themselves to forn a class apart and invite their own de- 
struction. If they can change their hearts there is no reason 
why they should not be allowed to escape from the net. The Vice- 


roys are commanded to issue the following notification. All 


those among the converts who repent of their former errors and -« ‘v 


give themselves up accordingly to the authorities shall be ig- 
nored. The people shall also be notified that in all places 
where converts reside they shall be allowed to report to the lo- 


cal authorities concerned and each case shall be settled accord- 


ing to the general regulations which will be drawn up later. 
As hostilities BARD now broken out between China and for- \ 
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high provincial authorities shall make close investigation 


into the circumstances in all places within their jurisdiction 
and speedily t 
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4, A eahiered Lieutenant Colonel Shou Chang perr.itted to 


- return to service. 
ed Lintenant General of Sheng Ching to 


2. Chen Show appoint 
assist rilitary operations... 


3. A Censor, Wen Piao, complains of brigandage in the eap- 
ital. We order that the Princes and Ministers in command of the 


troops in concert with the Princes and Minééters in corrand of 


the Boxers shall instruct. the $n subordinates to arrest the guilty 


and execute ther on the spot. 


4. Relief for the hungry poor whe suffer from the high price 
of rice. 
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‘The posts about Tientsin are of extreme importance. Troops 
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are to be massed for their defense. The 72 fire companies number~ 


ing Over 10,000 men, all animated by a spitit of patriotism, 


united with the Boxers would swe] the strength of the defense 
and turn the edge of the enemy. 
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We appoint Li Hung-chang viceroy of the province of Chili 
and Superintendent of Northern Trade. As the guarding of Tien- 


tsin is at present of the most importance, We direct that until 
the arrival of Li Hung-chang ,»u Lu in concert with Sung Cheng 
deliberate as to the best measures to be taken. Pending the change 


of officers there must be no slackening of responsibility. 


the Peking Gazette July 9th 1900, 
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lation of the Peking Gazette, July lith, 1900, 
(6th moon, 10th day) 


tk AN bai lkcbicseceeces | | 
Report of the Governor General of Chili, Yu Lu, concerning 
military iiehpeinata. 
IT have reported already to see Majesty, on the 29th day 


of the Sth moon (June 24th) concerning our engagements with the 
foreign troops on the 29th in the morning. | 
Several hundred foreign troops with many native Christians 
moved from the railway station to Nien I Wei bridge in order to 
aid the foreign troops surrounding the Arsenal. Gur regular troops 


together with the Boxers, forced them to retire. On the same day 
at noon, from the Wh surrounding the Arsenal at Hsi Ku, several 


hundred foreign troops with cannon again attacked oug fortifica- 
tions opposite the Arsenal, in a place called Pai Niao. Gur troops 
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opemed fire and the engagement lasted more than two hours, and 
only after that the foreigners retreated. As the foreign troops 

| situated at Hsi Ku had for several days been attacked by our ~ 
troops and had no means to move, and also no reinforcements were 
Coming to them, the same night they set fire to the Arsenal on 
three sides, and profiting by it fled. Our troops seeing that the q 
fire had risen, sent a detachment to pur~sue the foreigners and 
_ Om the other side together with the Boxers put out the tien The 
foreigners retreated in disorder to the Lao, Lung T'ou railway : 
station. After having subdued the fire an inspect ion was made of B 


the different store-rooms of the Arsenal, and it was found that 
nine of these had burned down, but the others had escaped alto- 


Gn the same day at noon the foreigners bombarded from the 


settlement 
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ttlement the work-shops situated close to the temple Hsi 
| Kuang Ssu (the "Treaty Temple"). one of the shells fell into the 
| kit: hen of this temple. A fire broke out and the buildings of 
the temple and also the wood-work of the wo@k-shops and several 


puildings of the temple burned down. There remain, however, more 
than fifty chien, and the machinery in them, although somewhat 
damaged, can be repaired. The Arsenal at Hsi Ku has not yet been 
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taken by the fore ign troops. Likewise the workshops to the south 
of the city have not been entered by the foreigners. At present 

orders have been issued to guard them strictly. Outside the east 
gate of the city of Tientsin at a distance of some 20 1i, the 
Arsenal was several times attacked by foreigners. From the 27th | 
day to the 50th of the 5th Moon, the foreign troops which had | 
just arrived were several times repulsed . On the lst day of 

the 6th Moon the foreign troops again arrived from the eastern 

side of the Arsenal. They were repulsed by the command ing officer 
Pan Chin-shan, but they repeated their attacks several times and 
were repulsed again, many of the foreign soldiers being killed. | 
Just at meal nde soe more than 8,000 foreign troops arriving from : 
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the foreign settlement of Tientsin attacked the Arsenal. They 


were met by the commanders Yao. Cavalry arrived from Chun Liang ©" 


Ch'ang and attacked our troops, together with the foreigners at tank 


ing us from the west. The shells and bullets fell like rain. Pan 


‘@hin-shan was wounded in his right leg. Shortly afterward a shell | | 


fell into one of the workshops of the Arsenal and an explosion *°« : : 
‘took place, the foreign troops seizing this occasion entered from ! } 
every side. We could not hold our position and retreated to , 
Hei Ku. Three hundred of our soldiers had been killed, but the : 
foreign losses were also not insignificant. The Arsenal occupies | 
@ space about 20 li in circumference. The foreigners had occupied Vy 
only one part of it and according to information received only a 
part of the buildings have been burned and the machinery-stores 
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ave not been damaged. The respective troops have received orders 


act to ether with the Boxers and find means te recover the 
mal. At the same time that the Arsenal was attacked, foreign 


yps advanced also from the Gast of the river and attempted to 
repair the railway bridge at Ch'en Chia K'ou, in order to divide 
our troops, but one of the commanders, together with the Boxers 
attacked them with artillery and killed many of the foreigners, 
‘destroying also the bridge which the foreigners had attempted to 
repair. The foreign troops fled in ddsorder to the settlement. 

On the 2nd and Srd days of the 6th Moon, the foreign troops made ~ 
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no attempt en masse but they kept provoking our troops on the 
concession and at Na Chia K'ou. They also made sorties from the 
railway station to places situated to the west of the river, but 
each time were repulsed by our seednei These are the details of 

the different engagements which have taken place since the 29th 
day of the last Moon. 

As far as the taking of Taku is concerned, we have learned | 
from the spies that small gun boats of different powers-more | 
than ten in number- are anchored at Tang Ku. The troops which have ; 
come up to Tientsin have been towed up by steam launches : | i 
barges. Among the troops the Russians were in tennant. They | 
were also accompanied by coolies hired by the Russians for the : 
repair of the railway, and by Christian natives. The Wan Nien ; } 
bridge has been destroyed by the foreign troops, and the railway : 
upwards from Chum Liang Ch'eng has not been repaired. # ! 

At present General Ma Yu-kun, with his troops has arrived q 

(on the3rd day of the 6th Moon) at Tientsin. On the arrival of 
these reinforcenents the inhabitants of Tientsin felt themselves 
more secure. I have consulted with the above General about the 


mode of cont inuing the wartere, and we have come to the conslnntal q 


that in the first place it is necessary to force the foreign palsy 


to retire from the foreign settlement of Tientsin, and then to’ ‘oni 
| attack 
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ttack them at Taku. I have consulted on this subject several — 
times with General s¥aNieh and Lo, and hope to be able to retake 
the Taku forts. 


Rescript approving this rode of action. 


Memorandum by Governor Gensral Yu Lu. 

' Boxers of different places in my province have at different 
dates arrived at Tientsin and taken part in the battles. At 
present there is a Boxer chief of the district of Ching Hsi by 
she name of Chang Te-ch'eng, who arrived on the end day of the 
6th Moon with 5,600 Boxers and has presented himself to me. Seeing 
that he is a man physically strong and mentally capable, I have 
ordered him to choose a residence here and await further orders. 

I have also directed that firearns and provisions showld be 
distributed to his followers. Tn case of any merit on his part 


in the futusze, a special report will be made by me on this 


subject. 
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Enclosure ‘No. in Despatch No. 4 
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rial Decrees published in the Peking Gazette July 12th 1900 i 
fhe death of General Nieh Shih Cheng. Though he had done 
much to train the troops yet on the occasion he made many blun- 
ders. We deprived him of his rank but retained him in command : 
neping he would redeem his faults but on theblith Moon 7th 

(July 9th) he fell at the head of his sinkaes 


Note by Yu Lu in the defense of Tientsin. The gentry of 
Tientsin have stated that after several days hard fighting our 


troops are sorely pressed. They ask reinforcements and measures 


are proposed for their relief. j 
A Decree has been sent to the Southern Viceroys to hurry ; 

up troops to the.Capital which is described as in a state of q 
confusione a 
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Abstract of the Peking Gazette, July 13th, 1900. 
Memorial Of Yuan Shih K'ai, Governor of Shantung. 
The ports of the Province of Shantung are situated close to the 
places occupied by British and Germans, and the circumstances 
aré much more important than they wre in 1894, At that time we 


were only at war with one power, but the number of troops situated 


in the Province was not less than 50 ying and there were also 
not less than 40 ying auxialliary troops. At present war has been 
declared against all the powers and orders have been given to 
strictly guard the coast. The regularly trained troops which are 
under my command, amounting to 7000 men, are sufficient only to 
restrain the Germans. 20 ying of the newly formed troops must 
be sent to the western and southern parts in order to defend the 
: etuamntections by the Grand Canal. The eastern and northern parts 
remain defanceless. The port: of Chen RK Kou in the territory 
of Tung Fu is close to Taku and is very important. During the 
Japanese war oare than 10 ying were ordered to procced there in 
order to prevent them from landing. At present there are no 
troops to be sent there. I have already sent an official to 
proceed to Tso Chu Fu and I Chou Pu in order to recruit 4 ying 
and to have them drilled as quickly as possible. They are to 
reside at Chen Tzu K'ou. The treasury of Shantung is devoid of 
funds and it is difficult to find the necessary means. T have 
consulted with my immediate subordinates and decided to use my 
funds no matter what their original destination and have them 


returned after peace is restored. 
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Imperial Decrees piblished in the Peking Gazette July 15th 
1960, 

The first edict states that officials of Yamens and Boards 
are asking to return to their homes without givies adequate 
reasons for so doing, a state of affairs which is by no means 
satisfactory. Threatens degradation if further unreasonable 
requests be mad@. 

The second ediet states that the genuine Boxers are zealous 
for the country's good, but that among their numbess there. are 

many who really desire to stir up trouble for private ends, who 
are not genuine Boxers at all. Already several of such have 

been executed, and it is the duty of the Princes and high offi- 
cials to investigate into such cases and to ptunish with death 
any desperadoes who have joined the Boxers and used their con 
nection with that Society as an excuse for murder and arsone 
Hereafter as soon as the Boxers be weeded of their discreditable 
members, it will >e our duty to love and esteem the virtuous re=- 
mainder. Whilst using all the means possible to put a stop to the 
devices of these sham seceonitiens Such is the wish of the 
Boxers themselves and we must respect it, so that it may here- 
after be manifest that the two parties, the genuine Boxers and 


the false ones are absolutely distinct. 
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Imperial Decree published in the Peking Gazette July 15 1900. 
In a memorial which appears in the Gazette of July 15th a 

Tuan Pang Acting Governor of Shensi quotes the following Decree ‘4 

transmitted to him by the Privy Council and dated June 20th. 

"A quarrel has now broken out between China and fopeign nati 
and it is extremely difficult to anticipate how matters can be | : 
arranged. The Viceroys and Governors have all been the recipi- 
ents of the Governments favor and so it is their manifest duty 
to use every effort to make some return and to lay before Us in 
full detail according to the respective circumstances of their 
several provinces schemes for the selection of generals, drilling 
of troops and payment of the pekesery. They must suggest places 
to safeguard the boundaries of the Empire against the aggressive 
designs of the foreigners and see that re-inforcements be sent ro 
to the Capital in order that no disaster may fall upon the : 
dynasty. 

What is plain from the circumstances is that the situation 
hinges on the zealous and united co-operation of the Viceroys 
and Governors in order to save the situation. Nothing less is de- | 
manded by the serious nature of the crisis and it is Our earnest | 
expectation that such assistance be given. Calse this Decree 


to be known everywhere with the utmost speed as its importance is 


very great. 
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Imperial Decree published in the Pexing Gazette July 18th 1900, 


The reqson of the fighting between the Chinese and foreigners 
sprung from @ disagreement between the people and Christians. ve 
could but enter wpon war when the forts of Taku were taken. Never- | 
theless the Government is not willing Lightly to break off the 
friendly relations which have previously existed. Wo have ropeated | | 
ly issued edicts to protect the Mingsters of the various countries | | 
We havé also ordered the missionaries of the various proviness a 
to be protected. The fighting has not becore extensive. There are 
rany merchants of the various countries, in our dominions, Ali 
alike shovuld be protected. It is ordered that the Generals and 
Governors examine carefully where there are nerchants and mission- 
aries and still aecording to the provisions ef the treaties pro- 
tect them without the least carelessness. Last month the Chancel lst 
of the Japanese Legation was killed. It was indeed nost unexpected 
Before this matter had been settjed the German Minister was 
killed. Suddenly meeting this affair caused us deep orief. Ve 
ought te vigorously seek the murderer and punish him. 

‘Not to rention the fighting at Tientsin, the Shun Tien Pu and 
the Governor General of this province shold command the officers 
under them to examine what foreigners have peen eavuselessly 
killed and what property destroyed and report that all may be 
settled at ence. 

Concernéng the wretches who have been burning houses, robbing 
and killing the people these many days they have caused this re- 
gion te be all in disorder. It is ordered that the Governor Gen- 
erals and the high military officials should clearly ascertain 
the eirewmstances and unite in reducing te order and quiet the come i 
f , ion and root out the cause of the disturbance. Gause all places 
to kmow this general edict. 
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Gazette July 19th, 1900. 

‘Mener ial by Chang Shan. : 

Your slave has examined into what has happened recently 
4m the whole region south of the Imperial Domain, the stirring 
up of affairs, the burning of the railway, the cutting of the 
telegraph wires, and the general trouble which has been rushed 
on in a wild tumultuous way. Even the regions beyond the ‘Pass 
have been stirred up. Yesterday a telegram came from Lu Tai that 


war ships of all nations had opened fire and commenced hostil- 
ities against us on the sea, that Taku had already been lost 
and that Tien$sin was in extreme peril. 


It is the Boxers who have stood at the head working with 


great readiness in bringing on this trouble. 

All the nations saw this inflamed condition of the country 
sorrow withigut and trouble within, pressing upon us. Your 
slave hearing of this condition of distress was scorched with 
grief. The building of railways has cost hundreds of millions, 
supplied by warps: provinces, and by the stirring up of trouble 
sad less than the tuinkl ine of an eye all is asada 
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published in the Peking Gazette, July 24th, 1900, 


A memorial from Yu Lu and Sung Ch’ing describes 
later fighting at Tientsin, They state that General Nieh Shih 
ch*eng fell after a desperate combat lasting six hours on 
the 9th of July, and that on his fall his men pretreated. 

The foreign troops forced their way through the Hai-huang 
gate and the Hai-huang temple was set on fire, but the Chines 
troops were reinforced and the foreigners forced to withdraw 
to the foreign Concession. Artillery fire was opened ont the 
Concession and the Hung Lou (red two-storied building ) was 
destroyed, and many foreigners killed, Memorialists in 

the afternoon of the same day (July 9th,) led am attack on ‘> 
the foreign Concession, aided by the Boxers, advencing | from 
Ma Chia K’ou, and destroyed a two-storied foreien puildine by 
artillery fire, killine some Renee of foreign troops, The 
foreigners came out in detachments and save battle in the ( 
Concession, The Chinese gave way but again advanced. When 
night came on, however, the Boxers could no longer hold out 
and the troops on both sides wére recalled. 

On the IOth of July, a fresh attack was iii by the 
3 Chinese lien from the Lao Lung T’ou railway stat ion, hoping 


to destroy their railway, but this attempt was frustrated by 


a fire from the foreign troops. Many Chinese officers were 


killed, and a retreat was only effected under cover of re- 
info rcements rong™ up by memorialists, It was reported the 


) eyeing that the foreign loss was not small, 
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to retreat, At noon they acain advanced and set up cuns at 


Va Chia K'on,, firing at the Shui Shih Yine, (Naval Secre- 


tariat)(?), but though they set it on fire it was not quite 


destroyed. But the east and south gate oft the city afdypandes 
north and south of the River, all suffered from their fire, 
which was only stopped by a flanking fire from the Chinese 
artillery. 

The above, say the memorialists, is an idébune of * 
the fighting from July 8th .to duly Iith. Sune Ch'ing arrived 


at Tientsin on July 10th. He discussed the situation with 


Yu Lu, and came to the conclusion that the foreign troops 

in the Settlement was very strong, being protected by mines, i 
but must be taken. He heard also that there were many for- 
stander ships coming and going at Ta Ku. At the moment + 
there were several score there, and over ten inside, besides 
three torpedoe” hoats: and at Tone Ku, there were over a-thous 
and foreign troops, Further, the railway below Chun Liane Ch 
BiAans Wes working. with mines laid at each side to prevent 
Chinese attacks. Thus it seemed that uhless>théitrains and 
steam launches could be stopped the foreigners could not be 


destroyed. But the force at Tientsin only supplied for local 


need, and though reinfoPeement s were expectei from Shantung, 
despatched by Yuan Shih-k'ai, these would not enable a suc- 


cessful attack to be made on Ta Ku, and further, large rein- 


forcements were required. 


Rescript expreases the regret of the Throne at 


death of the officers mentioned and announces that Posthumous 


. honors will be bestowed on then, 
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A Decree published in the Peking Gazette, July 3th, 1900. 


Kuei Chun, not having yet received instructions 
before proceeding on a Mission abroad (i,¢6, as Minister to 
Russia), is directed to continue to serve as Minister of the 


Tsune li Yamen, 
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» A Decree published in the Peking Gazette, August 2nd, 1900, 


Owine to the disturbances caused by the people 

and the converts in the netenboerhood oF the Capital, war ro 
broke out between @hina and foreicn powers, It was a duty 

ba aveteet the Envoys of the varioms foreten states residins | 
ta Poking. and the Princes and Ministers of the Tsune li 

Yemen addressed frequent letters to them enquiring after thet 
welfare, They also on account of the minds of the people in 
the City being excited and the difficulty of maintaining a 
complete defense discussed with the various foreign Ministers 
the question of detaching troops to give them safe escort to 
Tientsin in order to avoid alarm and apprehension, 

We direct the Grand Secretary, Jung Lu, to select 

in advance trustworthy officers,-civil and military, of 

high rank to take trustworthy evoens and when the foreign 
“enveve have fixed the date for leaving the City, ceive them 
safe conduct on the road, If there should he sets dbeie 

who lie in wait to plunder, these are to be immediately killad. 
Before the Envoys leave the Capital, if they have telegrams 

to be sent to their countries, provided they are en clair, 

the Tsung li Yamen.is promptly to arrange the matter for 


them without delay. This will exhibit the extreme desire cf 


the Throne to treat the people from afar with tenderness, 
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A Decree published in the Peking Gazette, August 2nd, I900. 


Sung Fan, Viceroy se Sasi and Kuei Chou, repre- 
sents to Us in detail, that he would like tc remain in 
“Peking in order that he may exert himself and thus repay 
Us. for kindness shown him. 

Let the Yun-Kuei Vicercy, Sung Fan, remain in Pekig 


to cooperate with Tsai Hsun, (Prince Chuang) in City affairs, 
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A Decree published in the Peking Gazette, August 2nd, 1900. 


The merchants and missionaries of all countries 


in China, have nothine to do with the war that has broken 


out between China and foreicn powers, and for that reason 


We issued instructions to the various previncial authorities 
te give protection as usual, 


At the present moment great forces are collecting 


in the vicinity of the Capital, and all the high officers in 
command cof trcocps must also make the above aim their own and 
steps must oe taken to pretect all foreign merchants and 
missionaries in accordance with the tender feeling of the 
Throne towards the people from afar. 

The conyerts are also the children of the state, 
but as soon as the quarrel between them and the Boxers broke 
out they have been occupying villages, digcine entrenchments 
and throwing up barricades in resistance to the Government 


troops. Such conduct is equivalent to rebellion and must be 


re than ene 
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severely dealt with, We remember, however, that they were 
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actuated by fear of punishment and if they will repent and 


7 3 4 ‘ 
reform the net may be opened( to allow them to escape). 
We yesterday received a report from Sung Ch'ing to 


the effect that at Ta Pao Tien, in the Pao Ti district, he 


earnestly admonished the conve ts and that the missionaries 


and others were willing to deliver up their arms and their 
arricades, fill up their entrenchments and to disperse to 


their villages. Thus it may be seen that not all converts 
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repent ani make submission the generals and officers and the 


local officials are hereby directe1 to act as above and not 
to put all to death. The bad characters in different places 
whe pretend to be patriotic people,i,e, Boxers, (I Min), 
and pick quarrels in order to pillage and slay are to be 
punished in order that the springs of disorder may be pur- 


ified. 
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—Bnclosure No. 2 in Despatch Ko 3FS 
fhe Dean of the Diplomatic Corps to the Tsungli Yamen. 
Peking, June 19th, 1900, 
Your Highnesses and Your Excellencies: 
The Poreign Ministers have received with great astonishment 
the note which the Tsungli Yamen have sent them dated today. 
They know absolutely nothing of that which the note contains 


upon the subject of what may have taken place at the Forts of Taku. 


The Foreign Ministers can only accept the declarations and the 
é@emand which the Yamen makes to them and prepare to leave Peking. 
It is utterly impossible to arrange for the departure in the short 


time of twenty four hours. The Chinese Government must understand 


that there are a great number of women and children here, and that 
it is a very numerous procession that must be provided for. 
The Tsungli Yamen tells us that it will furnish safeguards 
en routeeThe Foreign Ministers desire to know in what these safe- 
guards will consist, understanding that the country is full of 
rebels. We do not’ doubt the sincere willingness of the Chinese 


Government in this regard, but since there are foreign soldiers 


@n route who are marching toward Peking for the purpose of co- 


operating ahitabig with the Government in reestablishing order, 
| the Foreign Ministers desire that these detachments should be 
setesiraand advised so that they may join us and all depart together. 


‘The Foreign Ministers must demand besides the necessary means 


of transport- carts, boats and provisions and also be accompanied 


by oome of the Ministers of the Tsungli Yamen. 
Yor the purpose of arranging all these questions the members 


of the Diplomat ic Corps request to be received by Prince Ching 
and Prince Tuan tomorrow a¥ednesday- at 9 0 "clock A.M. 

The Diplomat ic Corps omnes an ineodiate reply. 

(Signed) Cologan, Dean. 
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o the 19th instant we received the despatch of the Daan 
0 follows: "The Diplomatic Corps know absolutely nothing of the 


forts at Taku. Your Yamen directs us for the present to leave 
Pekingese It will be impossible to depart in 24 hours. The Chinese 
Government must understand that there are a great number of 
women and children here, and that it is a very numerous processio 
which must be provided for. We wish to be informed as to the na- 
ture of the guarantees of security which you will farbaae us. The 
detachments at present en route to Peking have no other than 
friendly intentions. Moreover we ask for tomorrow morning at 
9 o'clock an interview with your Yamen.* 

In making known $0 you by our despatch of yesterday that 
you ought to leave Peking within 24 hours, we were guided by no 


other consideration tan that of the disturbances raised by the 


bandits in the city of Peking itself and the fear of not being 


ee eee PE eneRn Aes ys the regions surround ing Peking 3 


being at present disturbed, it is to be feared also that the 


departure of a procession of the families of members of the 
Legations and their children cannot occur without great deneer, 
Since your despatch declares to us that it is impossible for 
you to prepare to leave in 24 hours, we natvrally agree to the 
delay and to negotiate saints a8 
The relations of good friendship which have 80 lohg existed 
between China and the different ponerse have, been stained by any 
) animosity. But at present by reason of the disagreenent which . 
exists between the people and the Christians a state of things has a 
metusliy arrived which could not have Peicnsated been foreseen. | 
Today as the Foreign Ministers express a desire to visit our 
at 9 o'clock we Prince and Ministers have an equal desire 


2 toe express to then our thoughts. But it being true that during 


4b dps deve pphaegnt bag “To 
-O0€L d3OS omul .antmeL..... tS 

maed edt to doteqeeb. edt bevieoen ow tustent dset edd a0 
edt to giidton yletuloads. word. sqiod oitamo [gtd od?" rawolt for be 
evsel of tnezetq. od? 10t ay.atoerts momeY twoY sad8T 98 at202 
eaent dd edt samcod 4S ct. ttaqeb.o3 eldlasoqm. ed fitwes Eo eaortsed 
to tedave.tse1g.8.e18 ered? tad? baste tebas tenn In9Rntev0e 
ofagecorg avo temn yTey 8 ai tt tad? boas ,eved as tbiids bad somow 
~an eds 03 a& bomrotal od oft datw.e¥.. ot hebtvdzq! ‘ed stecn ‘dot dw 
off .an datawt (fiw woy dotdw ytiwoes to eestnatasgéd3 to ert 
msds. tedto on yaa. antvel 2. asset ge Saese tg ts ‘wdtifemtosteb 
ta gaimioa wor10m03 102 as ew YevoOe10M sanot ipfediat ¥ibaet+t 
sinie: wot hike ie " .nemaY woy Athw weiviedmt ars aoolse & 


‘ 


tsd3 vabretacy to dotaqaeh. ie vd soy od: snrord gataea nl 


£ 


on yd bebiug exsw, ow .pituod dS atdiiw gnised, eval od: agite TOY 
eds yd bests eeonadisiatb. edt. to, tert seg? aot tet ebtaaed torizo 
gat od jom to 189%. ods. bas. Tleadt geided: to, ysto- ert? ab ati bred 
gaixel gathavyotiwe enolye1 ed? tug .mblts02049> mwoyorvent ot fas 
is ods tad? oats. beisel. od.of at, thy badiwweetbs tdoastq) sa gated 
: od? to ajedaea to eelltmet edd.to molaaesetgis tov ets staqeb 
sTegdsh sserg tueditw 14990 .soaase mexblids wihed? cbas aot taxed 
10% eid taaoqat af oh ‘tad + ag of eetaloeh dosaqaek iwdy esate * 
ens 8 O'R yileivisaa ow ,~aised AS ah evsel .at ‘etsqetq ‘ot ‘Woy 
a we : soar ext gebiead | sos So @te @tettogend oF “bas Yaleod 
pate gdol oa evad fotdw qidebnehxt, hoor to amobieLey sit 


2 

. a 

3 ah 
+ 
% 

‘9 

= Va 

oy . 

eS 

& eq 

& —-_ 

a ¥e 

i se 3 

ars: 
ee 

a 
. 

7) 

Pa 

uy 

Tas 

eae 

tes 
ap 

ie 

1 Bag 

fap 

ae 

Pea 1 

; Be 

i 

A & 

Bs f 

ae it 

e 

can 
ee 
i 
a 

oe 

r Bes 

| sees 

y 

ee 

* a 

a “4 
ni 
= 
<5 
-t 
ra 
ca 

a so 

=. 

S 

aes 

a 

) ee 

gt Tes 

ES ok: 

vies 

be igs: 

‘oa * 

> La 

2 

aS 

Sat 

ya 

Wes S 2 

les 

Pe & 

oe 

PSE eh 

Di aoe T 

ie. seu 
a Be 
wis > 
2 # 

ae eS 

oe et 

3 Me 
Ze Pe: 
» Vee 
tie 

4 ¢ 

Sy Raat 
ES 

Se oS 

s rd aN 

Bi pee 
te 
. oF 

Ses 

FT 

Ree 

set 

x 4 

* en 

: ae, 

. ee. S 
ae 
oy 
a Oe 

yy ae 

te 

x Se 

ra 2S wy 

pe Bt se 

» 2 

E & bed 

es Se Se 

. a s 

Dee 

f ie | 

k 3 

Dt ae 
ny 7s 

a & 

eee 

¥ ri 

f ae RS 

. eer 

ie eo 

2 

a 2 4 
‘ 

. oo : 
ys 
25 
i. 

¥ +S 

: : 
afl * 

; Vaya 

3 a 

4 

; J 

t ys 

- * 

4 Sy. 

? : 

“ea 

. ee 

_ 

c Se 

5 * ¥ 

| ihe 
oh Sy 

, i ce 

q a 
Se 

: oe 
oe 
oe 

_ on 

: ES 

; *.. § 

g aaa 

' ts 
Ba 

is 

' aoe 

x & 

‘ 2 

& we 

4 .? 

, ae 
te 
i 8 
Bx oy 

. Se 

oe 

- 

+ =! 

> He 

< 

» = 

. 2s 
7 ed 
> 
& 


aves arteNog tnenetibp ert bes antdo reews sd 
Ny = sof irtebat as 


off99a vies 


we 


a0 diaiv of ahs 3 sia 


*these last days the streets are over excited, the Foreign Minis- 
ters in going from their Legations to our Yamen would encdunter 
en route very great danger, which gives us Prince and Ministers 
great anxiety for you. Besides we are daily on guard at the 
Palace, and it is impossible for us to be in two places at the 
sane time. 

Your despatch contains not only assurances of peacefal 
intentions, it adds that you intend especially to safeguard good 
relations. 

The Prince and Ministers have been profoundly pleased with 
this declaration, and we hope that you will be good enough to 
inform us expressly what are the intentions and instructions of 
your governments, in order to enable us to negotiate in concert 
with you again. We pray you besides, Mr. Dean, to be kind enough 


to communicate with haste this despatch to the representatives 


of the powers. 


Compliments and cards. 
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Enclosure No- ~ in Despatch No.3 GS~ 


PPAR Reet e ree eeeeereeeeeeees 
The Tsungli Yamen to the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. 
‘Peking, June 206, 1900, 
Your Excellency: 
The region being for some time disturbed and 

the population being overexcited, our messéngers and the mafoos 

of the legations fear to go abput. In order that there may be 

some practical solution we request the legations to furnish among 
themselves two men who will wait at the police station of the 
Ha-ta-men. Our Yamen will sand there two of our messengers who wéll 
be ready at the police station to exchange communications with the 
legations. It will be sufficient to send to the police station 


and hand the communication to our Yamen messengers who will bring 
them to us, while the despatches and letters of our Yamen will be’ 
given to the mafoos sent by the legations for transmission. 

In this way we hope to facilitate and render more rapid (the 
transmission) and thus overcome the ebatodios. 

It is proper that we should address this note to you, and we 
hope that after katten taken cognizance of it you will be good 
enough to reply. 
Compliments and cards. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. 


e@eeeseseeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eae eee e eee 


Peking, June 20, 1900, 


The overexcitement reigning at present in the population of 


the capital, the public ways are not safe. If the Foreign Ministers 


have any questions to discuss with the Yamen, it is proper to ask 
them to do so by letter. The Ministers, Secretaries and Interpre- 
ters ought to watch with care in going in person to the Yamen 
whatever might bring upon them misfortune. 

We hope that Your Excellency will be kind enough to communi- 
cate this to the Ministers of the Powers. 

We add that in that which concerns the despatch which we 


are sending you, it is only after having referred it to the Princes 
in going to the Palace this morning, that it has been possible for 
us to prepare it. But at the time when we were going to send it 

by a messenger the firing then by the séldiers made the messenger 
afraid to g0-« : 


We have specially charged the Mafoo of the German Legation 
to deliver it. 


Compliments and cards. 
Nete. Received June 20th at 4o'clock P. M. Baron Ketteler was 
killed at 9 o'clock A. M. 
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The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps to the Tsungli Yamen. 
Peking, June 21, 19060, 

Your Highnesses and Your Excellencies: 

I have the honor to inform Your Highnesses and Your Excellen- 
cies that the Foreign Ministers have received and read with inter- 
est your despatch of yesterday. | 

In reply to the question put to them, they instruct me to 
make known to you that their Governments have never given them 
any but the most friendly instructions in regard to China. They 
have at no time aan, any other purpose than assuring their safety. 


for 
It is this vureiavent+ that the detachments are at present en route 


to Peking. 


The Foreign Ministers must for their part ask the entire 
attention of Your Highnesses and Your Excellencies to the firing 
upon them which has been continued: since yesterday. They are 
convinced that this must be done against the wish of the Chinese 
Government, and that it may be charged only to rebels or to some 
groups of soldiers acting ietenententie. They therefore request 
you to immediately put a stop to theseeageressions so contrary > 


to the terms of your note just received and to the friendly 
spirit of the present despatch. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. | 
No. 187. Peking, June 19, 1900. 
4 o'clock. 
Your Excellency: 

The Princes and Ministers have the honor to in- 
form the Minister: of the United States that the Viceroy of Chili 
has memorialized the Throne that he received a communication from 
M. Chaylard, the French Consul General (at Tientsin) on the 17th 
instant, stating that the Admirals of the Foreign Fleets had de- 
manded the surrender of all the Taku Forts to them by tomorrow 


morning at two o'clock, or else they will attack them and take then 


by force. 


The Princes and Ministers have the honor torsay that this news 
has caused them great astonishment,,China having been so long at 
peace with the Powers, and if now the foreign Admirals intend to 
seize the Forts, this would show an intention on the part of the 
Powers to break off friendly redations, and they would be the first 
to offend. 

At the present time, the Boxer banditti have risen in Peking 
and caused public excitement. The Minister of the United States, 
with his family and et being here, his Legation is now in danger, 


and China will find it, difficult matter to give ‘complete protectiom 


t 
The Princes and Ministers therefore beg that within 24 hours, the 


ast Se 


Minister of the United States, with his family etc. and taking his 
guards, keeping them under control, will leave for Tientsin in 


creer it 


order 
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notified to allow the Minister's party to pass, 
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ideas - Ching et al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 
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Peking, July 14, 1900. } 


Por the last ten @ays the sé@ldiers and militia have been 
fighting and there has been no communication between us to our 


great anxiety. 


Some time ago we hung up a board expressing our intention 
but nO @néewer has been received, and contrary to expectation the 
foreign soldiers made renewse attacks, causing alarm and suspicion 
anongst soldiers and people. Yesterday the troops captured a convet 
named Chin Hu-hsi, and learned from him that the foreign ministers 
were all well, which caused us very great satisfaction, 

But it is the unexpected that happens. The reinforcements of 
foreign troops were: long ago stopped and turned back by the 
Boxers, and if in accordance with previous agreément we were to 


guard Your Excellency out of the city, theré aré so many Boxers 
on the Tientsin-Taku road that we should be very apprehensive of 
nisahventele. We now request Your Excellencies to first take your 
families and the various members of your staffs and leave your 
legations in detachments. We should select trustworthy officers 
to give youklose and strict protection, and you shotld temporarily 
reside in the Tsungli Yamen pending future arrangements for your 
return hone, in order to preserve friendly relations intact from 
beginning to end. But at the time of leaving the legations there 
nust on no account whatever be taken any single armed foreign 
oldier, in order to prevent doubt and fear on the part of the 


— and people leading to untoward incidents. 
If Your Excellency is willing to show this confidence we beg 

you to communicate with all the foreign sinisters in Peking, to- 

oY at noon being the limit of. time, and to let the original 

? | | messenger 
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} messenger deliver your reply in order that we may settle 


advance the day for leaving the legations. 


en Ses eee 


Rpts 


This is the single way of preserving relations that we have 


epee 


peen able to devise in the face of thannumerable difficulties. If 


no reply is received by the time fixed even our affection will 


not enable us to save you. 


Compliments Prince Ching and others 6th Moon 28th day. 
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Peking, July 15, 1900, 


I have received your letter of today's date and avail myself 
of the opportunity to recall to Your Highness’ recollection the 
fact that amongst all civilized states a foreign Envoy occupies 

an almost sacred position as a guest whom his host is absolutely 
bound to seebnets When war breaks out between two States the first 
anxiety of each is to give the Envoys of the other safe conduct 

out of its dominions, for it would be disgraced if harm befell 
him within its borders. There has never been a case of war between | 
two civilized powers in which the safety of the Envoys was not 
guaranteed, | | | 

Now what has been the treatment by China of the Envoys who 
are guests at her capital? 

Ever since the 20th of June the troops of the Chinese Govern- 
ment have kept up an incessant fire on all the foreign legations 
both with rifles: and artillery. 

Even if China is at war with the whole world, she is bound 
to protect the residences of foreign Envoys. 

Moreover ordinarily when peap@cis declared after a war no ac- 
tion is taken against the officials of the defeated Power. But if 
foreign Envoys were to be killed in attacks on the legations by the 


troops of the Government to which they are accredited, there is 


‘grave probability of personal reprisal against all those in offi- 


eial positions in the citys I beg Your Highness to pondervthese 
observatiogs. 


The letter under acknowledgement speaks of attacks by foreign 


soldiers. There have never been any such attacks. All that has 
been done is to defend the lives of those living in the legations 


nst the Chinese troops. We shall continue to defend ourselves, 
| ee but 
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but it would be better for China if she left off attacking. : 
Tn accordance with your request I have communicated to the 

other foreign ministers your suggestions that the ministers and 
their families should go without armed escort to the Tsungli Yamen. 
They beg me to state that they do not understand why they should 


pe safer there than in the legations. 


T have only to add that if it is desired to make any further 


communications I suggest that a trustworthy person be sent holding 


a plain white flag or white cloth. He wll be in no way molested 
and will be allowed to return in safety. 
I avaul myself etc. 


(Signed) 0° MacDonald. 
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Prince Ching et al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 
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Peking, July 16, 19006, 


We received last night your letter of the 15th July with an 
inquiry regarding the taking of your family to tehiporar £197 if? the 
Tsungli Yamen. 


Although the different foreign legations are not far distant 
from each other, yet they are somewhat scattered and in her efforts 
to protect them China may fail at one point while looking after 
another. For this reason the suggestion was made that all should 
collect at the Tsungli Yamen so that there might be concentration 
of force An the protection of a single alent. This was the object 
of the erevicus note. 

We now see from the letter under acknowledgment that the peo- 
posal is not acceptable to the various Foreign Envoys. China must 
therefore increase the number of troops and strictly restrain the 
militia, preventing them from again opening fire on and attacking 
the foreign legations, while the latter should also not fire from 
time to time at pleasure and s0 excite a general resentment which 
it will be more than ever difficult to appease. China will con- 
tinue to exert all her efforts to keep order and give protection 


in accordance with general law. 


We believe that Your Excellency wah@ the other Foreign 
Envoys will concur. 
Further communications should be made in accordance with 


the plan suggested in your letter. 


Compliments. 
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Prince Ching et al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 
Bs i cduitiehadetass «0: ; 
Peking, July 17, 1900, 
We have just received your setter, The object of the entry 
of the troops of different countries into Peking was the protection 
of the legations, but later as they strolled about the streets and | 
fired their fifles as they pleased, there were cases of people 
being wounded, and the neighborhood of the Chang An street became 
almost closed to traffic. Moreover on the 25th day of the 5th moon 
(June 21st) a Manchu noble named Jun happened to be proseeding to 
Court, when on reaching the street outside the Tung hwa gate 
(eastern gate of the Palace) he suddenly heard a rifle shot and 
the bullet pierced the covering of his cart. This excited the 
anger of both soldiers and people and led to mutual attacks. 

_ Now since it has been mutually agreed that there shall be no’ 
fighting in fature on either side there may be peace and quiet. 
But there are now, to the east of the Chien men gate on the city 
wall, foreign sotdiers, who, from time to time fire and make attack, 
If the soldiers could be controlled and not allowed to go on the 
wall it would be most desiradic. 


Compliments etc. 
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Sir Claude MacDonald to Prince Ching et al. 
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Peking, July 17, 1900, 


@lad to hear that the Chinese Government intend strictly 


restraining the militia and not allow them to again open fire and 
attack the Foreign Legations. 


We have never fired except in self defense but the continual 
attacks on us have naturally inspired great suspicion and it will 
take time before confidence is restored. Chinese troops moving 
across the North Bridge were never molested until after the 20th 
June when they fired on us. The writers of the néte must understank 


that while very anxious to reestablish peace and quiet we cannot be 


Q a 


sure whe it is that is moving in our teinity constructing barri- 
| not | 
cades, preparing gun platforms, therefore they must,blame us if 


A 
we fire when we observe such actions for this is entirely in | 
self defence. It would be best as temporary measure for the Chinese 
Government to forbid all movements in sight of the legations until 
confidence is restored. There will certainly under those rules be 
no attacks by foreign troops. 

They desire to add that even while this letter was being 

brought in many large shells were fired into the British Legation. 
Fortunately no Foreign Envoy has as yet been wounded in the 


attacks on the legations. 
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Sir Claude MacDonald to Prince Ching et al. 


Peking, July 18, 19066, 


I am in receipt of your letter of yesterday and beg to state 
in reply that on the 19th of June the legations received a despatch 
from the Tsungli Yamen directing them to leave the city bg four 
o'clock next days 


A reply was sent stating that this was impossible owing to 


want of transportation. 

The Yamen answered that the time could be extended. In spite 
of this, at four o'clock that afternoon, fire was opened and an 
attack made on the legations. The fire was, of course, returned, 

and probably it was then that the cart of a Manchu noble was 


strucke From that time until the 25th of June the Chinese fire 


was continued. A board was then displayed on the North Bridge, stat 


ing that an Imperial Decree had been received to protect the Envoys 
and not to fire, and that a despatch would be handed over at the 
Bridge. A eocsenger was sent from the Legation with a board stat- 
ing that in accordance with the Decree he came to receive the 
despatch, but the Chinese soldiers threatened him with their rifles 


and he had to return. The board semained on the bridge and Chinese 


troops passed freely acrogg and no shot was fired from the Lepation : 


But at midnight the Chinese having apparently completed their pre- 
parations suddenly opened a very heavy fire, and from that day on 
the attackson the legations have continued without intercession. 

As stated in a previous letter such attacks on Envoys are 
absolutely without parallel in the history of the worlds With 
regard to the phrase in the 1¢tésr under acknowledgment that there 
is &omutual agreement not to fire, I must again as in my previous 
letter point out that peeparat ions for attack are acts of hestti sty 


with actual firing, and therefore the legations cannot 
at 
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7 allow the construct ion of gun platforms and earthworks ‘ 
| arricades in their neighborhood, even though no firing takes 4 
place, though it is to be hoped that the time will soon cone 4 
when mutual confidence will be restored, and measures in defence 

: of the foreign legations be no longer necessary. Hy 
_ As to the request that the foreign troops shall be with- ; 
drawn from the city wall, it is unfortunately the case that much 
of the firing has been directed against the legations from the 
wall, and therefore for the present the request cannot be com- 
plied with. ae d 

: I beg to ask in conclusion that sellers of ice and fruit 
may be allowed to come into the legation: quarter, either along | 
Legation street or from the North Bridge, as these are articles 

of which there are none ijn the legations. | 


Compliments etc. (Signed) Claude MacDonald. 
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sir Claude MacDonald to Jung Lu. 
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Peking, July 18, 1900. 


I received the message sent by the soldier. I have this 


morning already sent a letter to the North Bridge in reply to that 


received yesterday. 
The Foreign Ministers have ndether desire than to see peace 

reestablished, but it is difficult for them to have confidence 

in consequence of the renewed attacks upon us. We never fire except 

when we see people moving about in our vicinity, apparently pre- 

paring to attack us, or building barricades or gun platforms or 


other offens ive worke 


The best plan to suppress attacking us would be to cut off 
their supplies of ammunition and thus by degrees peace will be 
restored and confidence resumed. | 

It would be a very good thing also if some responsible 
pereem be sent to discuss patters with wii 


(Signed) Claude MacDonald. 
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Sir. Claude MacDonald to Jung Lu. 
Peking, July 19, 1966, 

Yesterday I sent to Your Excellency a letter through General 
Sun commanding in the direction ¢f the Ha-ta-men. This morning I 
have myself spoken with the Colonel commanding the troopaon the 
wall in the direction of the Chien-men, who has informed me that 
he wished personally to carry to Your Excellency a letter, in case 
my previous letter has not reached Your Excellency. I beg to re- 
peat it. I would also add to this that the following orders have 


beam issued to all European troops until stich time as complete : 
confidence has been restored: : | 
lst. Sur troops not to fire unless fired upon. 

2nd. Soldiers constructing barricades to be fired welds 

Srd. Any armed soldiers leaving their barricades seen in the 
neighborhood of the legations will be fired upon. 


4th. Any unarmed officers or soldiers carrying letters or messages 


will not be fired’at, but these should not exceed two in number. 
If unarmed soldiers leave their barricades or positions in greater 
numbers than the above stated, shots will be fired over their 
heads and if they continue to advance they will be fired “~ 

; (Signed) Claude MacDonald. 


P. 8. While this letter was being written the Yamen Secretary 


Wen pui arrived and copies of the previous letters were handed 
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Prince Ching et al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 
Peking, July 19, 1906, 

Yesterday we received the Secretary’: Wen's report of his 
interview, and learned that the Foreign Envoy&f#also all wish for 
peace. 

It is pessible that the Foreign Envoys do not fully realize 
the keen desire of the Court on the present occasion to pretest the 
Legations, and we feel bound to give a detailed explanation. 

The discord between the people and the converts is of very 
long standing, and trouble having suddenly broken out the whole 
people are of one mind. The throne has repeatedly issued edicts, 
poth for extermination and pacification but all people detest the 
converts (or the religion), this feeling being universal. There 

is a great ferment absolutely beyond control, The feeling has | 
gone so far that only the destruction of the Legations will satis- 
fy it. For the last month fortunately Your Excellency and others 
have been at peace and well, to the happiness of all countries ane 
of China. But the fighting at Tientsin is now proceeding fiercely 
and it is not advisable that Your Excellency and others should rep 
main long in the City. Recently in Manchuria and Shansi the Boxers 
are trom all sides answering the call, and are showing their eager- 
nese to serve their sovereign. In both cases stringent decrees 


7 been issued directing the Viceroys and Governors concerned 


a the high officers in command of troops to use every effort to 
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. keep order and prevent a Northward advance(sic?) but it is to be 
feared that the rivers dammed up will overflow and the calamity 


will be indescribable. 


After much consideration our only course is to again request 
Your Excellency and others to temporarily retire to Tientsin. The 
Throne will not fail to give protection and will detach the forces 
of Sung Ching and Sun Wan lin to give efficient escort and guarantee 
your safety. 

If Your Excellency determines to stay in Peking and if there 
shouldhtppen any unforeseen disaster, we, the Prince and Ministers, 
have faithfully given warning in advance, and cannot accept the 
responsibility. We have stated what is in our hearts, and it is 
for Your Excellen¢y to come to a decision and send a speedy reply. 


* 


Which we anxiously await. | 


(No "compliments" or usual ending of letters) - | 
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Peking, July 19th, 1906, 
Your Excellency: 

The Princes and Ministers have the honor to in- 
form the Minister of the United States, that on the 17th instant, 
the Grand Council sent them a copy of a Decree received by its 
Ministers addressed to the President of the United States in the 
form of a telegraphic Imperial Letter, which has been transmitted 
by wire to the Chinese Minister Wu, who is to translate it and 


send it te the Hoh. Secretary of State, to be by him presented to 
the President. 


The Princes and Ministers enclose a copy of the said telegrapk 


ie letter to the President of the United States, which they hope 
the Minister of the United States will be good enough to read. 


To His Excellency 
Edwin H. Conger, 


etc. etc. ete. 
‘ 3 


Enclosure:- Copy of Telegraphic Letter as above 


238: 
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Translation of Telegraphic Imperial Letter addressed to the 


aA 
‘ President of the United States. AN 


Q 


The Government of China enquires after the health of the 
President of the United States. 

Friendly relations have existed between the two countries 
for a long period, and it is thoroughly known that the United 
States special desire is trade (between the two countries). This 
is what both countries care for. 

Recently, on account of the feeling of hatred existing between 
the people and Christians, the Foreign Powers have entertained sus- 
picions that the Court of China is protecting and screening the | 
people and that. ft hates the Christians. : 

They have thereupon taken by force the Taku Forts; the hor- 
rors of war exist and confusion and disorder sebnetie. 

Yesterday We received a Memorial by telegraph from the Chinese 
Minister at Washington, Mr. Wu, stating that the Government of the 
United States is worried and anxious about the relations and inter- 
course of the two countries. China feels extremely grateful for 
the manifestation of kindness shown in thinking of this. China at 
the present time, is enbdarrassed and pressed and she has almost 
caused a feeling of hatred against her by foreigners, and in order 
to settle and arrange she anistins difficulties she can only rely 
On the Government of the United States. she therefore makes known 
her sincere feelings in the matter, and presents this Imperial 
letter and can only express the hope that the President of the ik 
United States will devise a plan and take the initiative or lead f 
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n order that the past state of things may be restored. Words are 


inadequate to express how most anxious We are in regard to this 


natter. 
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Peking, July 20, 1900, 


Yesterday evening I received your letter in which there are 
several points I do not understand. 

It is stated that the keen desire of the Court to protect the 
foréign legations is possibly not fully realized and that a de- 
tailed explanation will be given, but all that is explained is that 
there adspea great ferment absolutely beyond control and that the 
feeling has gone so far that nothing but the destruction of the 
legations will satisfy it. 

It is difficult to believe that since there is a real desire 
on the part of the throne to protect the Foreign Envoys, there can 
be any impossibility in doing pe provided proper orders are is- 
sued to the troops of the Chinese peverentat. 

An Imperial Edict might also be issued to the people ex- 
plaining that the Foreign Envoys are in the capital as the guests 
of the Sovereign and that it is in the highest degree important 
in the interests of China that the legation quarter should be left 
in peacee All persons disregarding this would then be treated as 
disloyal subjects. 

With regard to the request that the Foreign Envoys should | 
leave the capital to go to Tientsin there are two observations 
to be made for your consideration. In the first place as long as 
the Ehvoys remain in the capital the reestablishment of friendly 
relations, in accordance with general desire is facilitated, while 
their departure would mean that friendly relations with China and 
all the other Powers of the world had been definitely broken off 
and it would then take a very long time to reestablish peace. 
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The calamities thus brought on the officials and people of 


China would be indescribable. Moreover so far as is known to the 
Foreign Ministers the Chinese Representatives at the various for- 
eign capitals are still at their posts, probably with the same 
object of endeavoring to re-eatablish friendly relations. 
Secondly in previous letters it was stated that it would not 
be safe for the Envoys to proceed to Tientsin. The present letter 
alse speaks of uncontrollable ferment and 4f the Boxers gathering 
from all sides. I therefore beg you to explain why, if ai. the 


Chinese Government cannot ensure the protection of the Foreign 
Envoys in Peking by the Chinese troops they feel confident of their 
power to do so outside the city on the way’ to Tientsin. 
Phe letter closes by saying that you cannot be responsible 

for any unforeseen disaster that may occur. But as the Foreign 
Envoys have come to Peking in reliance on the protection of the 
Chinese Court I must point out that it is impossible for the latter 
to free itself from the gesponsibility for their ialvhe. 

_ I shall be glad to have an answer to this letter to commu- 
nieate to my colleagues. 


Compliments etc. (Signed) Claude MacDonald. 
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Enclosure NoO in Despatch No. JF /~ 


Mr. Conger to the Tsung 11 Yamen. "ft 
Peking, July 20th, 1900, 
Your Highnesses and Your Excellencies: 

I have received the note of Your Highnesses and Your Excel- 
lencies, sending a copy of an Imperial Telegraphic Letter, sent to 
the Chinese Minister at Washington, addressed to the President of 
the United States, setting forth the “embarrassed and hard present 
condition in which China finds herself; and expressing the hope 
that he will devise a plan and take the initiative or lead in order 
that the past state of things may be restored.” — 

I have read the copy with great interest, and will be very 
glad if successful results shall come from this effort. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your Highnesses 
and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest scnciderat ion, 

(Signed) E. H. Conger. 
To 


Their Highnesses, Princes Ching and Tuan, 


and Their Excellencies the Ministers of the Tsung 1i Yamen. 
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The Tsung li Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


Your Excellency: 


The Princes and Ministers have the honor to in- 
form the Minister of the United States that on the 7th of August 
the following Decree was issued from the Threne: 
"Let Li Hung-chang be appointed as Gur Plenipotentiary 
to consult and make arrangements by telegraph of all matters with 
the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the various foreign countries." 
As in duty, bound the Princes and Ministers send a copy of 
the above Decree for the information of the Minister of the 


United States so that he may respectfully take note accordingly. 


To His Excellency 
Edwin H. Conger, 


etc. etc. 


Enclosure No.d/ in Despatch No. IF J 


Peking, August 7th, 19606, 


etc. 
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Ching et al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 


. Peking July 25, 19006, 


Por the past month and more military affairs have been press- 
ing. Your Excellency and the other Foreign Ministers ought to tel- 
egraph home that your families are well in order to soothe anxi- 


ety. But at present peace is not yet restored, and your léegaticn 


telegrams must be wholly en clair stating that all is well, with- 


. 


cut touching on military affairs. 
Under these conditions the Yamen can transmit them. 


The writers beg that Your Excellency will communicate this 


to the various Foreign Ministers. 


Compliments. 


CD tay BE TP RS Fen CPN ~ et 
ae ee ee Cos bi wos 


Se ne 
: a ve 


URE. on doteqaed at SS.om eweoloat 


»bismodoaM ebwsld wt@ of fs se antdd eomt+® 


eeeseeoeve#eeeeeeeeeeeseeeneree ee’ 


00ef ,é8 yiutl gotied 


-seoerq meed evad attatis yinsiiin stom biiin dinom tasq edd 10 

~[et of Idyvo etetataiM asterot tedivo ed? bas yorelleoxd awoY egal 
-txas edtooa of twebto af [lew ex. eel fimst THOY tad emod dgs19°0 
motsanel avoy bas ,.betosvee1t Iev gon at esoseq tmeese rq ds Fuad .vse 


-fijitw ,{few af [fa isd? gaitisia ratalo ae yilocdw ed Jaum ams 13ele3 


aristis yisiilfia mo anidove? tuo 


em@d3 timenst? ass memsY en? anotdibanoo egedd tebau . 


aldd etsotaummos [ftw yoneliloeox avoY tadd sed atetiraw edt 


eateszainiM mais10% asoltsev edd of 


eaicnomt I[qa09 


itewsel No.23 in Despatch No. J Gs 
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CORSO OOO esererereesesssseseesesserers 
Sriace Ching et al to Sir Claude MaeBenald. 
COCO Cee rer ereeeresereees | 

Peking, July 25, 1900, 

We have received your reply stating that there were some 
points in our letter not altogether clear. We now propose to ex- 
plain our meaning in full detail. From first to last we have never 
neglected the protection of the legations, but owing to the fact 
that the numbers of rebellious people are daily increasing we are 
greatly afraid that something may happen to suddenly to be guarded 
against and produce a great calamity. This was why we renewed the 
suggestion for a temporary retirement. As to the inquiry what 

difference there is between; -giving protection in the city or 

on the road and why it is not possible to gthve it in the former 
case while it can be given in the latter, there is only an appar- 
ent discrepancy. For being in the etsy is permanent, the being on 
the road is temporary. If all the poreign Ministers are willing 

to temporarily retire, we should propose the route to Tung Chou 

and thence by boat down stream direct to Tientsin which could be 
reached ‘ts only two habe: No matter what difficulties there might 
be, a@ numerous body of troops wou 1d be sent, half by water to 

form a close esvort, half by land to keep all safe on both banks. 
Since the time wou 1d be short we can guarantee that there would 
be no mischance. It is otherwise with a permanent residence in 
Peking where it is impossible to foretell when a disaster may 
occur. No matter whether by day or néght a single hour or a single 
moment's remissness may produce an alarm without time to take : 
precattions.This can be readily understood. The letter under ackonk 
edgment further states that the continual residence of the Foreign 
Ministers in Peking facilitates the reestablishment of peace in a 
accordance with the general desire, and that if they leave, it will 4 
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\ pe more difficult and will take longer to reestablish friendly 


relations. 


This observation shows that Your Excellency is not unmindful 


of the friendship that has hitherto existed. There is certainly 
no wish On the part of China for the calamity of war to be indef- . 
initely prolonged. But at the present moment the war ships of all 


nations have occupied an important port and have further seized 


Tientsin. Seeing that warlike operations are in progress there, 
how does Your Excellency propose to put an end to them? \ 
As Your Excellency and the other Foreign Ministers have to 


arrange the reestablishment of the status quo it would seem better 


to settle matters at Tientsin, and we would repeat our request 
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that you will pack your baggage by an early day and name a fixed 


date in order that we may prepare boats and provistons. 


Compl iments. 
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Enclosure No.#¥ in Despatch No. F745 ~ 
Sir Claude MacDonald to Prince Ching et al. 


eeeeeeoeeeeoeee eee eeeeeee¢ 


| 3 Peking, July 27, 1900, 


I have conferred with my colleagues regarding the proposal in 
your letter of the 25th instant that the Foreign Envoys should 
leave Peking for Tientsin via Tung Chou; and I beg to observe in 


S cena ipadoe' Pein bd bowie to 


their name that while the letter speaks of arrangements being made 


for boats and food, nothing is said in regard to chairs and carts 


from this city to Tung Chou. 


Q 
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They would be glad to know what arrangements the Chinese 


uy 


Government propose to make in this respect and especially as to the 


transport of sick women and children who will require special atten- 


tion and also to have further details as to the escort it is pro- 


posed to provide. When my colleagues know these details they will 


be in a position to examine the question, which for f. present 


remains in the same state as heretofore. 


Compliments. 
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Enclosure Now Jin Despatch No. S74 

Sir Claude MacDonald to Prince Ching et al. 
Peking, July 27, 19006, 

IT have duly communicated to my colleagues your letter sug- 


gesting that the Foreign Ministers should telegraph to their respéde 
tive countries news of the well being of their families, permission 
being only given to telegraph en clair without reference to military. 
matters. 

In reply I beg to point out that it is impossible to telegraph 
that the Ministers’ families are well because women and children 
have naturally ‘suffered in health from the confinement in hot 
weather dur ing the seige of the last five weeks and the lack of 
food to which they are accustomed. 


I may further point out with regard to the prohibition of 


He 
cipher messages, that nothing but a cipher message vould, aecepted 
by Foreign Governments as proof that the Envoy concerned was its 


author and that as to the stipulation that no ei itery news should 


be sent, the Foreign Envoys have no information. * regard to the 


ail itary situation and therefore could not sand intelligence of 


thet kind. 


Compliments. 
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Prinee Ching et al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 


Undated. Received Peking, July 28, 1900. 


We hear that in the different legations there are houseda .. 
considerable number of converts. The number of people being large 
and the space small this must cause much inconvenience in this 

hot weather. Feeling is now quiet and tranquil and the converts 
mentioned may very well be sent out and directed to quietly pursue 
their avocations. There is no need for doubt and fear, 

If this meets concurrence, we would beg that an estimate be 
made of the number of people and days fixed for sending them out, 
notice being given us in advance in order that there may be mutual 
harmony 

requisite 
We beg you to take thé 9 action and also communicate with the 
other Foreign Envoys with a view to their taking similar steps. 


Compliments. 
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Enclosure Now! Jin Despatch No. 39S ™ 
Prince Ching et al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 
Peking, July 28, 1900, 

In reply to the British Minister's letter of yesterday the 
writers state that theirreason for suggesting a temporary retiremenh : 
to Tientsin was that peoples minds were disturbed in the city and 
that owing to the mingling of good and bad people it was difficult 
to keep guard; and further that in the present hot season it 
must be melancholy in the legations and so the move was recommended | 
for the gpekter comfort of the Envoys. There’ was no idea of mutual | 
hostility resulting in unwillingness to entertain them, and the 
writers hope allowance was made for wise 

It will of course be thétr duty tonprepare carts and chairs 
for the juorney to Tungchow, and boats for the journey to Tientsin 
and food as required everything being done to meet Their Excellen- ‘ 
cies’ wishes. They would detach the Brigadier General Sun Han-lien | 
with a picked force and also some of Sung Ming's troops to give | 
safe conduct. | 

This is the general idea and they would beg the British 


Minister to consider the question with his colleagues and give 


notice a few days in advance in order that thdpreparationésemay be 
made. 


This is in answer to the inquiry addressed to the writers. 
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Sir Claude MacDonald to Prince Ching et al. 
Peking, July 30, 1900, 

I received the evening before last your further letter with 
regard to the proposal that the Foreign Ministers should proceed 
to Tientsin, and also a letter with regard to converts in the 
legations being sent out, tranquillity now prevailing etc. 

While my colleagues and myself were considering these letters 
we were surprised to hear the sound of heavy firing from the 
direction of the Pei Tang, which was evidently being attacked; we 


have no means of knowing by whome 


Purther, there was construc¢ted in the course of yesterday 


afternoon and last night a barricade across the North Bridge, from 


which a continupus fire has been kept up on the legations; and 
today there has also been a fire directed against the Prench and 
Russian Legations. 

There seems to my colleagues and to me to be a strange contra- 
diction between the professions of a desire to protect us contained 
in the letters we have received and the actions abéve described. 
There are European officers and soldiers as well as missionaries 
at the Pei Tang and as long as attacks on the Begations and the 
Pei Tang are permitted, or if not permitted cannot be prevented, 
it is difficult to see how simigar attacks could be prevented 
on the journey to Tientsin. 

; We must, therefore, before further discussing the question 
of transport to Tung Chou invite your explanations with regard 


to the above. 
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Prinee ching et al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 


eeeereveeeeeereseeseeeees 


Peking, July 31, 196006, 


We yesterday received your note. The Pei Tang affair was due 
to the converts having previously gone out in all directions to 
plunder food. There were also some around with rifles who on being. 
stopped immediately fired. This caused anger and resentment amongst § 
the people who joined the crowd of Boxers and made continuous 
attacks. A Decree has now been requested to the effect that if the 
converts do not come out to plunder- this kind of people being also 
children of the State- they are to be protected and not further 
attacked. This practice will thus be gradually seeneed, 

As to the Northern Bridge matter, the troops of Tung were 
building a road, and the Legations misunderstood them to be build-. 

the troops 
ing a barricade, and so opened fire which Wr returned. This was 
a misunderstanding on both sides which will not lead to further 
attacks. 

As to giving protection in temporarily leaving, it is not an L 
easy matter, and it was only after much arrangement and after it 


had been found possible to give a guaranty against mischance that 
the suggestion was put in writing. The matter is one of the great- 


ee ee eg ee ee er ce — 


est importance and we could not purposely deceive. 


We would, therefore, ask you and the other Foreign Ministers 
not to be overanxious, but to come to a decision with regard to 

a temporary retirement and send us a ents a 
Compliments. 4 
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Enclosure No. in Despatch No. J G . 
Wey { PRECSSOSEED SH COED SESS ESd eee ee oe LESEED 
Prince Ching etal to Sir Claude MacDonald. 
Peking, August 1, 1900, 

Yesterday we sent a letter in reply to your note and in it 
stated that the mutual misunderstanding would not lead to further 
attack. But last night there were some converts who again fired 
on the posts of the Government troops, wounding two.of the latter. | 
The fire was immediately returned and thereupon ceased. If the 
converts are not more amenable to control, it is to be feared that 
they will produce a great disaster and ruin the whole situation. 

We therefore request you, in consultation with the other Foreign 
Ministers to impose the strictest restraint, so as to avoid hostil- 
ity arising from inte, This is very ‘anertent. 

We hear of late that the converts have collected in great 
numbers,and that thay do not wish the Foreign Envoys to leave 
Peking, their hope be ing that they will thus have a perpetual 
supporte 

Rumor + not of course to be trusted; but if the above is 
really the case we believe that the vaktous Foreign Envoys will 
have long ago seen through the design and will not fall into 
their trap. 

With regard to a temporary retirement, we sent yesterday an 
answering note, to which we have not yet received a reste: We must 
beg that within two or three days a date be fixed and communicated 
in order that preparations may be ante. 


Compliments. 
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MacDonald to Prince Ching et al. 


Sooo SoS eS SoS SeSS ee OLOS 


Peking, August 2nd, 1906, 
The letter received yesterday has cabsed me the greatest 


surprise. In the first place, the legations are not defended by 
converts but by the legation guards who came to Peking with the 
consent of the Chinese Government for that purpose. Secondly, 


no shot was fired against the Chinese the day before evening, 


as stated in the letter. But from the newly constructed barricade 


on the North Bridge and from other quarters there was directed 


against the legations a steady fire during the whole of that day 
and night which has continued to the present moment, in spite 
of the fact that not a shot has been fired in return. Last night 


over 500 shots were thus fired without reply. Thiredly, the 


letter under acknowledgment speaks of firing by the Chinese 
Government troops. The Foreign Representatives are reluctant to 
believe that the fire directed against them the last ©.» two 
days proceed from the troops off the Chinese Government, but if i 
does not, they find it impossible to understand why it is per- 
mitted to eéntinue, 

The writers of the letter do not yet seem to fully understand 


the difficulty in which the Foreign Representatives are placed 
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by these renewed attacks and I beg therefore to explain it in 

fuller detail. Suppose that they declare their readiness to | 

‘proceed fe Tientsin on a certain day. How are they to leave | 
: their ] 
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* their begat ienst It cannot be expected that they should come 
out and expose themselves to the fire now directed against then. 
If that fire ceased shortly before their departure, what security 
have they that it would not be renewed the moment they were on 
the road? 


This is the difficulty in which the Foreign Envoys find 


themselves whenever they meet to consider the question of proceeé 


ing to Tientsin. It is a difficulty that naturally presents it- 
self, and is in no way suggested by the converts, whose inter- 


ference would not be for a noment tolerated by the Foreign 


. 


Representatives. 


. shall again afdress you with regard to the subject of 


transport to Tientsin as soon as I have received your reply to 


, 


the present letter. . 
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Prince Ching et al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 


| Peking, August Srd, 1900, 


We have received your letter of the 2nd August. With 


regard to the question of a temporary withdrawal (from Peking 


to Tientsin) a public Imperial Decree was issued yesterday 

| appointing the Grand Secretary Jung to select capable civil 

and military officers to take troops to afford safe escorts 
The Gran& Secretary Jung, berere undertaking this 

responsible duty, had already taken the greatest pains and 


naturally considered every possible point and it was nog until 


he had done so that he ventured to accept the responsibility. 


Thus the case is quite different from that of some person with | 


out authority taking upon himself duties for which he is 


unfit. 


We would therefore request Your Excellency and the other 


Poreign Representatives to make your minds at ease, and not 
to hesitate and be overanxious, and earnestly trust that you 
will speedily send us a reply stating the details of the ar- 
rangements and the date you have decided on, in Sk&der that 


all necessary steps may be taken. 


With regard to the firing during the night it was as 


smile ae ompliments- 


before the result of a mutual misunderstanding. Fortunately 


( of temple priests) It is really hardly worth a 


neither side crossed its frontier. It was more or lees on the 


same footing as the sounding of the evening drum and the norn 
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‘The Tsungli Yamen to Sir Claude MacDonald. 


eeeeovseveeee eee ee eee 68 


Peking, August 4, 1900, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday. 
enclosing a telegram to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs in reply to that forwarded by the Yamen, and also 
seven telegrams from other Foreign Hinteters. 

Telegraphic communication between Peking and Tientsin is at 
present interrupted, and all telegrams are sent to Chinanfu for 


transmission. We have already sent the eight telegrams by 600 li 


courier (courier supposed to cover 200 s a day| to Yuan 
ta-jen, Governor of Shantung for speedy transmission to their 
various destinations. | 


Compliments. 


(Cards of twelve Yamen Ministers.) 


a TR Ri lt abet tel ty 
- 7 OT lee ans eta 
J Rw lie i 


menniaiiie cao ae 


re 


ae 
. 
+ 


ee 
fe ae 


tf reson Seer 


Se 


~~ 


wintay 


4 Dikan’ tte ltl ldo? alien, oc Rip oe ROMO 


‘ my * © % * * { ai t, ae o . » 4 ey " : at! " . a } a ee, 


.s bisneGesM epnslO ALS of momY tigawat eAT 
eee eee eee ee eee eee eae eee * 9 


(,00CL Yd augak yantted 


0 ysbrete0ey to retteL iwoy To sqteset edt egbelwonies of ged oW 
] tot etsse to vis tersee a'yseeLal teh Se Se tgesee S guieolome 


osfs bas ,.moamsY eri? xd bebiswiot saad of Vso ert pxisttA caterot 


-2rotatatl aylerot ‘testo m0? ams"tneLes revere 
za al atasaelt bas aekae" reewsed aot Saaciees oirqatjefeT 
10% stnant dd od trea ers amstaeled [is berg, ebesquyresdnt Jreaertg 


tf 003 vd amsr1geLed gdnte ent dee vhsexls oven ow -mofealimens ty 


assY ot |vsb & Sake 00s T9VOS oz peroaque xob199), —Teiiso0s 


1fed? of molaainans 13 ybeoge 107% anidme ce to vomTeved ,to,-si 


RO ad 
- 


eenotssant teaeb esol isv 


2& ineat L[qm09 


(,atetatmiM memeY evfewd to ebisd) 


aoe + ee as _ ee : 
fase 7 ¥ ? aa 3g) , ee - . , A 
at eaten alae Ey seta ee ie a ei... € ‘ ; 
2 eae aa oe ne 


(REIS 


odes.) gage 
es LPT SW rN 


Enclosure No.Jyin Despatch No. SFS 


The Tsungli Yamen to Sir Claude MacDonald, 


P August 4, 1900, 

A letter was yeaterday addressed to you containing an inquiry 
as to the date of departure of yourself and your colleagues. We 
have not yet received a reply. 

We have received frequent telerrams from the different Chinese 
Ministers abroad with regard to this matter and all the Foreign 
Offices request that safe escort out of Peking should be pro- 
vided without delay. Now that the Legations have all been placed 
in telegraphic communication (with abroad) we must beg you to 
speedily send a reply informing us of the date you have decided 
upom for leaving the capital, in order that with all haste the 
necessary arrangements for the journey may be made. 

As to the thorough and sincere protection to be given full 
details have been communicated in the previous letter. 


Compliments. 


(Cards of all Yamen Ministers-twelve. Hsu Ching cheng and 
Yuan chang missing.) | 
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The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps to the Tsungli Yamen. 
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Peking, August 5, 1900, 
At the moment when His Excellency Sir Claude MacDonald Was 


. 


occupied in replying to the letter received today and to which 
you refer, he received and communicated to me the. red letter 
which Your Highnesses and Your Excellencies sent today and in 
which it is stated that all our Governments had expressed the 
desire that you would furnish us without delay a safe escort for 
leaving Peking. 

, aithough I know that this letter comes from the Tsungli 


Yamen, I have , in my capacity as Doyen called together the 
Biplomatic Corps to consider this important matter. 
The reply which I must address to the Tsungli Yamen, in the 


name of my honorable colleagues, is very simple. We send you 


eight telegrams for our Governments in order that we may our-. 
epaves receive their orders and instructions direct which we 


regard as necessary before leaving our posts, and as soon as we 


a 


a receive a reply we shall be in a position to arrange this 


matter with you. 
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Prince Ching et al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 
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Peking, August 6, 1900. 


The letter of H. E. M. de Cologan was received yesterday 
together with ten telegrams and the latter were at once forwarded 
with all speed to Shantung to be Seanmnitees. 

But while the discussion as to arrangéng an escort for the 
temporary withdrawal (to Tientsin) is just going on, last night 


foreign soldiers made a strong attack on the Chinese positions, 


with loud shouts and heavy volley firing, the sound and general 
aspect much resembling a battle, not at all like the ordinary 
occasional firing of a shot. 

The government troops in the hurry of the moment returned the 
fire as was inevitable. If both sides were to attack each other 
with fury the result would be a great calamity. When we, the Pines 
and Ministers heard the news we were greatly surprised and could 


think of no possible explanation. We therefore send this letter 


of inquiry and much hope to receive a clear answer. 


’ 
Compliments. 
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Peking, August 6, 1906, 


IT have just received from you the following note (Quoted in 
four). It would seem from a perusal of the above that false re- 
ports are made to you as to attacks on the Legations. I am on the 
spot and am able to declare from my personal knowledge that the 
atatements contained in the letter are absolutely false, There 
were no shouts on the foreign side; there was no at tek on the 
Chinese positions; there was no volley firing by foreign soldiers. 
Why the Chinese soldiers fired I do not meee. At all events they 


poe oP a A binant it PELE be vp wand 


Sy Dp agppe jae PED these 6 


began by firing single shots on the North East; it was taken up 
on the North side and ended on the South West side by heavy firing 
for over half an nis Gne Chinese in the Mongol Market left his 
barricade and came near to fire. Two shots were fired at him.by the | 
Legation guards and those were the only shots fired on the foreign | 


e ; 


side. 
- I will only add that I find it difficult to understand why 


3 ebigly ® 


Pp 


those who make such false reports as this are not punished, as 


also those who fire without any excuse. 


Compliments. 
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Enclosure No.3 8 in Despatch No. IF J ' 


Mr. Conger to the Tsung 1i Yamen. 


Peking, August 8th, 1900, 
Your Highnesses and Your Excellencies: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
note of Your Highnesses and Your Excellencies of this date, in- 
forming me that His Excellency Li Hung-chang had been appointed as 
Plenipotentiary to consult and make arrangements by er Pane 


matters with the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the various, coun- 


tries. 


id 


| Apropos of this appointment, I enclose a telegram to the 
Honorable Secretary of State on the subject, which I beg Your 
Highnesses and Your Excellencies will kindly twenmntt 
Thanking you in advance, I take pleasure in seizing the 


opportunity of renewing to you the assurance of ny highest consid- 


eration. 


Pp be be gat the Ri ite sc ott tiaee nettles tN TR Ee BREN -” 
Si RENE Ao IRENE EY ES i 


(Signed) £E.H. Conger. 


f PRPOPPRAGEE SS 


To Their Highnesses, Princes Ching and Tuan, 


and Their Excellencies the Ministers of the Tsung 1i Yamen. 
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Enclosure No.57 in Despatch No, ? q. J % 
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r Claude MacDonald to Prince Ching et al. 


eseeeeoeeeececeeo@eoeee eee eee e ee tcegn 


Peking, August 9, 19006, 


On the 3rd August I received from you a letter informing me 
that an Imperial Edict had been issued appointing the Grand Secre- 
tary Jung Lu to select capable civil and military officers to take 
troops to afford safe escort for a temporary withdrawal of the 
Foreign Representatives to Tientsin. You added that the Grand 
Secretary before undertaking this responsible duty had already 
taken the greatest pains and considered every possible point and | 
it was not until he had done so that he ventured to accept the hs 
responsibility. 

as 3 have frequently told you °&t is impossible to understand 
how safe escort can be provided outside the city, where as you : 
have informed me much disturbance prevails, when inside the city ; 
no Foreizn Representative can move outside his Legation gate 
without He ing- deliberately shot at from behind their warriestes 
by Chinese Imperial pa : 

I had hoped that the appointment of so high an official as : 
Jung Lu would have put a stop to this extraordinary and disgraceful 
state @f affairs, but even so late as this morning bullets have 


been fired into the grounds of this Legation by Chinese Imperial s 
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=D 
Anerican Legation fired at some people who were walking on the 


South Bridge under the city wall, for what purpose they fired 


it is difficult to say. As it was madday it could not have been 
as suggested by you for the purpose of “sounding the evening drum 
and morning bell.” However that may be shots passed over the 
bridge and fell among the Chinese soldiers who held the barricade 
on the same street beh ind the German Legation, causing considerable 
confusi@fM among theme 

| This incident which I myself observed, has occurred often and 
would account for the accusation that the Legation guards fire on 
the troops without provocation. 

I note that you consider the firing of several hundred 

shots into the Legations, which as you are aware are inhabited 
by women and children as well as by the Foreign Representatives 
and their staffs as “hardly worth a smile." I regret that this 
is an opinion which I cannot share with yous 
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SHSCCA HOHE SOCEEHEHE ESO Le LES EREe Ee LOce 


Sir Claude MacDonald to the Tsungli Yamen. 
*®eeeeceeeceeeeeecaeeaeoeceeoeeeeeesd we 


Peking, August 9, 1906, 


I beg to inform you that there have been in the neighborhood 
of the Legations, since June 20th, some two hundred Chinese who are 
not converts. They have not taken any part in the defence of the 
Legationse | 

Their supplies of food are running short and in order to 
prevent their suffering it is desireable in the interests of hu- 
mnanity that they should be removed elsewhere without delay. 

If they were sent out in a crowd without previous notice 
being given they might be fired at under a misapprehension and 
therefore I beg that an official may be sent to receive them and 
take charge of them. 


Compliments. ! Claude MacDonald. 
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al to Sir Claude MacDonald. 
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Prince Ching et 
Peking, August 12, 1900. 


In a letter received from you last month it was stated that 


while the Foreign Envoys remained in the capital the reestablish- 
ment of peace in accordance with general desire was facilitated, 


while their departure would mean that friendly relations had been 
definitely broken off, and it would then take very long to rees- 


he general intention and 


‘ 
€ 


tablish peace. 

This shewed that you appreciated t 
were not unmindful of former friendship. 

Your Excellency and the other Foreign Ministers have nop yet 
left the capital, and the Prince and Ministers propose in accord- 
ance with your previous letter to call to discuss a preliminary 


suspension of hostilities and they would beg you to at once send a 


reply fixing an hour for their coming. 
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Your very kind note of 
8 us anew of the appreciation that you have nani-~ 
the interest you have shown in all the work of Aner ican 
nissionaries. Nor can we fail to recall the constant kindness and 
attentive care that you have always accorded us personally, We 


assure you it shall never be forgotten. 


And we shall remember also the sincere interest you have taken 
in the welfare and preservation of Chinese Christians at a time 
when, but fér the noble stand you took, perhaps even the remnant 
would have perished. 

Please accept for Mrs. Conger and yourself our thanks for 
your personal interest in all that has concerned us at a time 
when the strain on yourselves was peculiarly severe. 

With great respect, 


Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) 

John Wherry Chauncey Goodrich 
G. R,.Davis Arthur HK. Smith 
W.F.Walker Gilbert Reid 
¥. D. Gamewell Franklin M. Chapin. 
W. T. Hobart William B, Stelle 
Charles A. Killie J. H. Ingraz.. 
Geo. W. Verity Howard S. Galt 
E. G. Tewksbury John Inglis 


Couttney H. Fenn H, B. King 


John Whiting $= We. 8. Ament Charles B. Bwing. 
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Enelesure No.4§ Tn Despatch No. 34 * ee 


Hon. BE. H. Conger, 
Minister of United States of America, 
Dear Sir: 
At a meeting of the American missionaries held this 


morning at 8.30 the following resolution was unanimously adopted 


and it was further voted that the resolution be drafted and pre- 
sented to you: . 


The Americans who have been besieged in Peking desire to 


express their iaarks appreciation of une courage, fidelity and ; 
patriotism of the Aner ican atone to whom we so largely owe our 
salvation. 

By enedty bravery in holding the wall in the face of over- 
whelming numbers and in co-operating in driving the Chinese from 
@ position of great stréngth they made all foreigners in Peking 
their debtors and gained for themselves an honorable name among the 


heroes of their country. 


(Signed) Arthur H. Smith, Chirman 


Charles E Ewing, Sec'y 
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TELEGR AM Be 388 IN CIPHER. 


Maar’, Wrrurar 17, 1400 


Chefoo, August 22, 1900. 


Received 4:45 A. M. 


Secretary of State, 
Washingt on. 
Entire city, except Imperial Palace, occupied 


by eight thousand Japanese, three thousand Russians, two 


thousand British, two thousand American, two hundred 


fled. Imperial family and Court gone 


Si-cin | 
tward, probably Sh$nsi No Representatives of 


Chinese Government in sight. Conditions chaotic. Palace 


will be taken at once. Many Missionaries start for home; 
others remain in care of one thousand Christian refugees. 


CONGER. 
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ef... Poleck... CHIL eo, twenty-first, dated Peking, 19th, Fowler, 
jipbered By | 
el, Chief Clerk, 


+. & ee # Eee 


DIPLOMATIG, 
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ugust 22nd, 1900. 


MY. Conger te the 


ecretary ef state, 


Ll , 
* 


Subject; Enclosing "Memorandun en Reform in china’", 


SSD Sa 


on 


ERA ow 


-LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Augus t 22nd, 1900 8 


Te the Henorable 


gJehn Hay, 


Secretary ef State, 


Washington, ° . 


Sp eye oo ea. brute aria ee 


2 4 TORR rege 


IT have the henor to transmit herewith copy ef a "ieme~ 
‘randum on Reform in China" presented to me by Dr, Arthur 4H, 
Smith and nineteen ether missionaries, with my cordial ap- 
preval of all its suggestions except some of the minor de- 


tails concerning claiming indemnity which are net important, 


T have the honer te be, 


Oe sara ail 


sir, 


os 


PSR Tae RN Sa nny PE RI OR ORF 


eur obedient servant 


Dr. Smith te wr. Conger, August 20th, 1900. 
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Referms in China, 
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Peking, Aug. 20th, 1906, 

Hon. EB. H. Conger; 
Dear Sir: | 
I take pleasure in forwarding to you : 


herewith a Memorandum on Reforms in China, which we shall be glad 


Se eer 


o have you consider, and refer with your recommendation thereupon 


o the State Department. The present is such a critical time that 7 


, 


it behooves every well wisher of the Chinese Empire to be alert, and 
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© have in mind some tentative programme of such changes as may 


seem most desirable. In this general line we feel entirely sure of 


“Atte ape tetiee y 
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your cordial co-operation. 


. On vehalf of the signers of the paper. | 


(Signed) Arthur H. Smith. 
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MEMGRANDUM GN REFORMS IN CHINA. 


In view of the fact that the Allied Troops have occupied 
Peking, we the undersigned deeply interested in the reformation 
of China, and impressed with the imperative need of changes in the 
coming reorganization of the Empire, would submit the «following 
memorandum. 

Although foreign enterprise and missionary work have enjoyed 
treaty recognition for forty years, yet there has recently occurred: 
a long-planned, wide-spread and violent attack upon them under 
Imperial sanetion, with the avowed object of extirpating Christian- 
ity, expelling foreigners, and destroying all foreign interests. : 
This movement has forced all native Christians inte a false position t 
as unpatriotic and disloyal, with the ultimate alternative of masse. i 


acre or apostacy. The Christians as a body are both patriotic and 


thoroughly leyal, and by all treaties and by many edicts are entitigl — 


to protection, and now especially to be set right before the Chinese 
Government and before the world. 
I. To this end we ask ; 
1. That those who are found to have been leaders in this f 
ant i-foreign movement be adequately punished. og 
2. That the native Christians be indemnified for the 
losses of life and property which they have suffered in this perse- 
eution. | . 


II, We urge the necessity of insisting upon educational 


reform in China. i 
1. By the abolition of the present literary test of merit i 
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intreduction in its place of suitable branches 
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‘of Western learning. 


3. By the discontinuance of the worship of Confucius as 


a compulsory educational rite. 
4. By placing all Chinese, irrespective of religious 
beliefs, upon the same footing in matters of educational privileges. 
III. We ask for a radical revision of the Civil and Criminal 
processes in China, with a view to securing justice and equal rights — 


for Christians by such readjustments as shall secure: a 


1. That all Christians, irrespective of religious belief, | 


Aah em 


shall be placed upon the same footing in all proceedings in the 
courts. ' 

2. That officials shall receive such salaries for service 
and such punishment for bribery as shall tend to do away with the i 


present corruption of the courts. 


5. That all temple worship and idolatrous rites as a 
condition of holding Civil and Military offices be abolished. 


If these reforms can be accomplished, we believe that the | 


welfare of the Chinese people will be promoted, and that better | 


relations will be established between Chinese and foreigners, | 


We are also of the opinion 


“ That in claiming indemnity from the Chinese Government | 


adequate allowance should be made 


1. For loss of time caused by the Boxer disturbances. 


2. For all travelling expenses including those to and 


from foreign lands, which have been incurred through these disturb- 


ances, and the order of the Government to missionaries to leave 


China. 
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4. For rent of premises until new ones can be built. 


5S. For literary work destroyed, 


(These resolutions an@ the Memorandum have been carefully 


and repeatedly discussed, and © 


were unanimously adopted. In the 


confusion resulting from the arrival of the roops, it has been 


difficuly, however, to secure all the signatures of those who 


adopted the paper.) 


(Signed) 


W. A. P. Martin 


Jehn Wher 


Chauncey Goodrich 


Arthur H. Sm 
W. F. Walker 


Franklin M. Chapin 


We. S. Ament 


FPF. D. Gamewe 


Gilbert Reid 


ith. 


J. H. Ingram 


Charles A. Killie 
Geo. W. Verity. 


Arthur H. Smith, Chairman. 
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ugust 24th, 1900. 


tae at 


Secretary of state, 


Subject: Cenfirming Department's telegrams ef the llth 


and 16th ef June, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
GEVEN PEKIN, CHINA. 
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August 24th, 1900. 
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secretary ef state, 


Washingten, D.C. 
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ment's telegrams ef the llth and 16th ‘Jume:t received 


and te be, sir, 
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WASHING JUNE 16TH, 1900, 
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WASHINGTON, JUNE 11TH, 1900. 


CONGER, AMERICAN MINISTER, 


Secretary State, 
VPaRBhKIi net O A, 
Replying your telerram, not dated, just received: 


Paracraphn Tro, ¥e vere constantly surrounded by soldiers 


with Imporinl uniforms, flarcs and arms and commanded by Ine 4 
perial officers. We sav and talked with offioers and men, They : 
obeyed commands of Imperial officers, | ee 


Paracraph Three. My cormunications vere simply transniiting 
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telerrams and receiving and acknowledging L1 Rung chang appoint 
ment, General correspondence for all by British Minister; ras 
chicfly,-—— chinese Govornment demanded our leaving Pekins; re 
Aeclining; making mutual agreements to stop firing-— violated 
by Chinese, they promising protection, we noting constant firing. 
Pararraph Pour. Ordering us from Peking; vere (severe?) 
-attempts to anbush us; shelling lerations from June 21st to 
July 17th; tro nonths ~ firing, and attempts by soldiers to ex... 
plode mines. Chinese Government stopped severe firing for ims 
days after July 17th, and sent us July 21 a few watermelons, : . 
cucumbers, egg-plants, squashes and three bags of flour. . No=-._.. 


thing more furnished us,<- no arms or any other defense 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


Taku, September 6, 1900. 
Received 12:59 P. M. 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Pekin, 28th. Telebram containing reply to 
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Washington. 


No important movements since 
last despatch. Military is trying to res£ore order. 
No venbseentetive of the Chinese Government encountered 
yet. Several Ministers of the Tsung-li-yamen reported 


in the city and are expected to appear soon. Generals 
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decide not enter into Imperial Palace believing it 
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practically vacant. Two Thousand Germans arrived 


toeday. 
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Received 6:25 A. M. 
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Washington. 
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: No important movements since 
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‘least despatch. Military is trying to resfore order. 
No representative of the Chinese Government encountered ; 


ye. Several Ministers of the Tsung-li-yamen reported 
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in the city and are expected to appear soon. Generals @ 


decide not enter into Imperial Palace believing it of 


practically vacant. Two Thousand Germans arrived | 
to-day. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
‘Taku, September 6, 1900. 
Received 12:59 P. M. 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Pekin, 28th. Telebram containing reply to 
Earl Li received and communicated to my colleagues. 
Am ignorant of Circular July third. I have to suggest 
that a commissioner with full powers should be ready as 
soon as authorized representatives of Chinese Government 
deeeer. Prince Ching is expected in a few days, and 
Li early arrival probablexfirst of all. The chief 
patroue and leaders of the Boxers must be punished. 
Then the best possible goverument should be established 
as quick as possible with proper foreign supervision. 
Important China should give sufficient guarantee for 
payment of indemnities and assurance of peace and order 
for the future. (te it is oui Sind Gieikie the partition 
of Chima is enevitable. It is possible that foreign 
Claims are so large already as only can be paid by cession 
of territory .» Military occupation by so many powers is 


creating irreparable devastation, and brinuging terrible 


punishment upon innocent people; and if leng continued 


will arouse such hatred among the people as to render 


the situation ifficult, and induce uprising against 
all foreigners in peaceable provinces, here are 

now here thirty thousand troops. If they remain this 
winter famine will ensue. 
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PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Secretary of state, 


Confirming Department's telegrams of August 22nd, 


Subject: 


Lo apa eh gree 


27th, and 28th, 1900. 


a hee 
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bith 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 29th, 1960, 
fo the Henorable 
Jehn Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


. 


Washington, D. C. 
IT have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, Depart- 
ment’s telegrams of the ...... and 22nd August, and mine: 
August 19th, 23rd, 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th, 1900, 


and te be, Sir, 


Your ebedient servant, 
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YOUR TELEGRAM ENDING PARIS RECRIVED APTERNO0 
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STH ALLOWING FULL COMMUNICATION IN CIPHER BETWEEN FOREI( 
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MINISTERS IN PRKING AND THRIR GOVERNMENTS. THE PRESIDENT 


* « : * 


CONDITION AND PROSPECTS AMERICAN CA 
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EVIDENCE OF PARTICIPATION BY IMPERTAL 


UALTIES PARAGRAPH 


TROOPS IN ATTACKS ON LEGATIONS PARAGRAPH THREE SUBSTANCE OF 
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OF PARAGRAPH FIVE RELIEF OF RXPEDITION NRARING YOU 
COMMANDING AMERICAN DIVISION ADVANCING TOWARD PEKING 


AND GIVE OPINION AS TO. 


ALL COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN YOU AND IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT DURING 


seesecceceesWHITHER GOVERNMENT GIVING DATES OP SPECIPT 


wen 


pete agree y om! 


| BPFECTIVE SUSPENSION OF HOSTILITIES THERE AND ELSEWHERE IN 


WASHINGTON, AUGUST 22ND, 1900, 
, 
CHINESE MINISTER HAS COMMUNICATED TELEGRAM 
PROM EARL LI DATED 19 AND 25 ASKING STOPPAGE HOSTILITIES 
WITHDRAWN TROOPS AND APPOINTMENT OF ENVOY TO NEGOTIATE. FOL- 
LOWING REPLY MADR TODAY WHILR THR CONDITIONS SRT FORTH IN THE 
- MOMGRANDUM DELIVERED TO CHINESE MINISTER AUGUST 12 HAS NOT . 
BREN FULFILLED AND POWERS HAVE BREN COMPELLED TO RESCUR THEIR 
MINISTERS BY FORCE OF ARMS UNAIDED BY THE CHINESE GGVERNMENT 
STILL THIS GOVERNMENT IS READY TO WELCOME ANY OVERTURE FOR A 
TRUCE AND INVITE THE OTHER POWERS T0 JOIN WHEN SECURITY IS 


ESTABLISHED IN THE CHINESE CAPITAL AND THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT 


SHOWS ITS ABILITY AND WILLINGNESS TO MAKE ON ITS PART AN 


INTERESTED POWERS AND OF THE AUTHORITATIVE AND RESPONSIBLE 


wh, 


| GOVERNMENT OF THE CHINESE(BY) WHICH TO ATTAIN THE ENDS DE- 
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IN OUR CIRCULAR 70 THE POWERS OF JULY SRD, 1900. YOU 


‘16 YOUR COLLEAGUES, THEIR GOVERNMENTS 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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THAT REPLIES OF OTHER POWERS WILL BE ON SAME LINES AS OURS. 


: 


TELEGRAMS SENT. 


PEKING, AUGUST 19,1900. 


PLEASE ARRANGE PREPAYMENT MY TELEGRAMS 


PEKING, AUGUST 23,1900; 
SECSTARE, 
WASHINGTON. 


NO IMPORTANT MOVEMENTS SINCE LAST 


DESPATCH. MILITARY IS TRYING TO RESTORE ORDER. NO REPRESENT- 


ATIVES OF GHINESE GOVERNMENT ENCOUNTERED YET. SEVERAL MINIS- 


TERS CF THE TSUNGLI YAMEN REPORTED IN THE CITY AND ARE 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


PEKING, AUGUST 25,.1906, 


MORE RUSSIAN GERMAN FRENCH AND ITALIAN 


TROOPS ARRIVING AND IMPERIAL PALACE WILL BE ENTERED AUG 


* 


. MILTTARY PROMENADE OF ALI, NATIONS MADE THROUGH IT, 


WARDS CLOSED AND GUARDED. THIS IS NECESSARY TO FORCIBL 
IMPRESS CHINESE. PRINCE CHING IS EXPECTED IN A FEW DAYS. 


YOU INSTRUCTIONS FOR ME, 


CONGER. 
PEKING, AUGUST 26, 1900, 


(CORRECTED AUGUST 28, 1906, 


THANKS FOR KIND OFFER. NO FUNDS NEEDED. 
AM ENTIRELY AT YOUR DISPGSAL. DANISH CABLE NOW AT TAKU, 


PLEASE INSTRUCT RAGSDALE PAY MY CFFICIAL TELEG 
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OFFICERS. WE SAW AND TALKED WITH OFFICERS AND MEN. THRY 
CBEYED COMMANDS OF IMPERIAL OFFICERS. PARAGRAPH 3 MY COMMUNT) 
ATIONS WERE SIMPLY TRANSMITTING TRIMGRAMS AND RECEIVING AND 
ACKNOWLEDGING LI HUNG CHANG'S APPOINTMENT. GENERAL CORRESPOND- 


ENCE FOR ALL BY BRITISH MINISTER WAS CHIEFLY GOVERNMENT DE- 


MANDING OUR LEAVING PEKING WE DECLINING MAKING MUTUAL AGRER- 
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MENT TO STOP FIRING VIOLATED BY CHINESE THEY PROMISING PROTEC- 


PEKING WERE ATTEMPTS TO AMBUSH SHELLING LEGATIONS FROM JUNE 
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21ST T6 JULY 17TH TWO MONTHS FIRING AND ATTEMPTS BY SOL- 


VERING FOR MARY DAYS APSER JULY 17TH AND GENT US JULY 2167 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
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PRKING, AUGUST 28TH, 1900, 


TELRGRAM CONTAINING REPLY TO RARL LI 


RECEIVED AND COMMUNICATED TO MY COLLEBAGURS; AM IGNORANT OF 


- > 


CIRCULAR JULY SRD. 1 HAVE TO SUGGRS?T THAT A COMMISSIONER 


WITH FULL POWERS SHOULD BR READY AS SOON AS AUTHORIZED REPRE> 


SENTATIVES OF CHINESE GOVERNMENT APPEAR. PRINCE CHING IS EX- 


| ALL THE CHIEF PATRONS AND LEADERS OF THE BOXERS MUST BE 
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PUNISHED. THEN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE GOVERNMENT SHOULD BR 
WHICH - FOREIGN 
ABLISHED THE QUICKEST POSSIBLE WITH PROPER SUPERVISION 
OF IMPORTANT BUREAUX SHOULD GIVE SUFFICIENT GUARANTEE FOR 
PAYMENT OF TNDEMNITIRG AND ASSURANCE OF PEACE AND ORDER FOR 
THE FUTURE. IF IT IS NOT DONE SPREDILY THE PARTITION .OF CHINA 
IS INEVITABLE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT FOREIGN CLAIMS ARE SO 


LARGE ALREADY AS ONLY TO BE PAID BY CRSSIGN OF TERRITORY. 


PROPLE AND IF LONG CONTINUED WILL AROUSE SUCH HATRED 


THE FUTURE SITUATION VERY DIFPICULT 


AMERICA, 
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PEKIN, CHINA, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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er 4, 1900 


12:59 P. 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Peking thirtieth. Prince Ching has sent word 
he has requested edict ordering him to return to Peking 


about September third. Please send most definite in- 


: 


structions possible in view of military occupation in 
order to conform conditions and your knowledge of facts 
unknown here. Reports of horrible murders of mission- 
aries and converts coming in daily. from the interior, 
Imperial Decree was published July second saying 


missioneries of every nationality must all be driven 
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way at once to their own countries +o-oueun. 


Thai, crak es Re ae Pag ees 


~ 


7 


(these groups are mutilated). Russia is unque stionably 


preparing to stay here; possibility Russian Governor - 
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General of all the Eastern possessions moving headquarters 


from Port Arthur to Peking. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 
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Taku, Rec'd Sept. 4, 1900. 
SecState, 
ashington. 
Peking Thirtiethw Prince Ching 32735 49330 57002 
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, TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
Prom Shanghai, 


August 30, 1900. 


eceived 11:45 A. M. | | / 
Secretary of State, he | 


Washington. 
Thirtieth, I have received your cable. 


Mutilated, but gemeral sense clear. Leave at once 


Peking. Means of communication very difficult. 


Situation here unsettled. Little danger from the 


we 
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Chinese except through the inconsiderate action Foreign 


Powers. Seven thousand foreign troops in Shanghai; 


thirty-three naval vessels. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN 


From Chefoo, August 30, 1900, 


Received 6:44 A. M. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 
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Thirtieth,-following dated yesterday: More 


Russian, German, French and Italian troops arriving. 


Imperial Palace will be entered August 28th. Military 


promfnade of all nations made through it--afterwards 
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Closed and guarded. ‘This is necessary forcibly 
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Subject: Hospital reports "siege of Peking*®, Commending 
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Dr, Gustav Velde, Surgeon in Charge, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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| September ist, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
‘John Hay, 
Secretary of state, 
om D.C. 

Sir:- | 

I have the honor to enclose herewith the hospital re- 
cord of such United States Marines as were treated in hos- 


pital during the "siege of Peking"; also a general summary 


of casualties, . 
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These have been kindly furnished me by Dr. Gustav yelde, 
Rtabsarzt of the 74th Regiment of Infantry, the official 
surgeon of the German Legation, who was in charge of the 
hospital at the time and rendered such unselfish, impartial, 
intelligent and successful service as to merit the most 


grateful recognition of all, 


of our detachment I have on their behalf and my 


expressions of high appreciation 
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I understand the difficulty of our 


Govermment's doing this, and I suggest that, if deemed ad- 


visable, a letter of acknowledgment from the President or 
have the honor 
sir, 


your obedien 


Bnuclosures; 
International Hospital nist of wounded americans, 


Casualties during siege of Peking, 


- 


Sta CtetvAale <g 


W4 . a 7, 
¢.” , 
A 

j 
“A - | 
‘ 

¢ 9 

< 4 
4 A - 
4 % Q 
& 4 JA 
bANtlittin wie tel Cnary 
3 “ J 
or é c Ld 2 / Z A 1D il - 
} Cc 
4 4 

Y 
S49. . y ? oa > , 
4 4 

4 4 


—» 
Shak “a 
XE COéEC oT be 8 C02 ole C0 a 2o ‘ 


a - 
| 


ee Loy 1 Cac fore Chet . 


i I. ay 


eZ. ay aud (. hand 


af raf ihe ol ; fence pret all 
1 © elbow pon? lopeheen 


| fleck lO UL Ada ae Vy HEL. 


flr letePot pc CL. —S 


4 
Lltih WOUHHA 'é om 


dea LP Lee BLOT CCL MELD | Papa 


Gypters fe dpamenad deh 


Hoe tleh wtttH o D. 4P-ttt i Ke ALL ELL powered) 

ha elon? "< ‘ Z, he y€ ri (fleck WItIUAMAA . 
. | x ae f Zc ade word 7 

% unelroKe 


SPN NK IN MS SS IS 


4 4| Lb 1 ~1 24s ll 

227 \M0.¢ ane cat eee Be ers Bee 3 | a 

U,4\ tb ch oo ee VS emanated 

b4,0\WG,0 — | £1 go | wo 2G \‘euct. Caged. dade 

V4| OL F . sg hes 7 ae 

L491 83 2) 417 | ¥ lay | cicet pevnchor] thr ligatin. 
2 y 


: 


”) 
eS 
os 


ae 


% 
$4 
i. 
E 
2 
i 
a 
x4 
r 
, We 
+e 
oa 
ie 
as 
t 
Fy 
- 
aks 
4 
* 
ty 
A 
i: 
é 
- 
> a 
%, 
aa 
) 
A 
By i 
. 
} 
; 
i 
‘ 
4 GI 


Taku, Reo’d Sept. 68, 1900. 


first. 


ad . 


Military parade through Imperial 


. 


tRaieee} to-day. Only occupants 200 euniichs and 


3 Ge Conger. 


f 


oe coe ates aad oa as REE eR oy Riga ; 
for inetrvuetic: es 


#\ 
- 


paeky ae 


a 


ke 
Th, 


oD ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
Telegram Received in Cipher. 


SEP 6 1900 
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3 7_W. W. Rockhill, Special Agent. 
Shanghai, September 2, 1900/ . 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


papers just received represent through Chinese minister that 
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Washington, . 
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Peking, September 3rd, 1900, | 


Received via Taku, Sept. 8, 1900, 62735 a.m. ) 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Subject: Confirming Legation's telegrams of August 30th 


amd September Sra, Missionaries at Pacting-fu 


brutally murdered, Duplicity and treachery of 
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Chinese Goverment, Rewards offered for foreign- 


ers taken alive in order that they might be de- 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


tary of State, 


Washington, oC. 


have the 


of August 30th and September srd. 


Reports from Paoting-Pu, which probably reached you long 


since, inform us that all the missionaries there were brutally 


murdered; also that twenty-eight were killed in the province 


transferred from Ghantung against the protests of the British 


Minister and nyself. have heard of several missionaries 


| who escaped from Shensi and Honan, but the probability is that 


& outside of Peking and Tientsin there is not a living mission- 


:  @ry in all North China. 
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ing, quartering and burning women and children, 


Christians are still in hiding in the country, 
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ef these within a reasonable distance from the city. That the 
Threme enforsed and encouraged the Boxers in their attacks 
against foreigners, zed them, placed Princes and Ministers 
im cemmemd of them, paid them, exhorted them, extolled then 

and nade eummon cause with them is abundantly confirmed by the 
Imperial Decrees tranemitted in my despatch No. 395 of August 
iL7th, am@ is therefore responsible for the whole movement and 
its resalts. 

&& Tiret under the advice of some of the more conserva- 
tive en® enlightened Ministers the Empress Dowager was rather 
inelined te suppress the Boxers, but later, especially after 
the repulse of Admiral Seymour and Captain McCalla, and the 


partial Gefeat of our troops at Tientsin, she was encouraged by — 


Prinses Tegn, Kang-I and others, and was thereafter controlled 


by then. Ministers Neu Ching-ch'eng, Yung-i, Yuan Chang 


and Eien Yean were summatily decapitated for advising a dif- 


feres® an@ more civilized course of action. Prince Ching it is 


said, seeing that he was powerless, did not too strongly oppose 


Prince Teen and survived, 


Enforzation cones to us from reliable sources that Prince 


Tuam hed planned to have his soldiers massacre all the Foreign 
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at the feungli Yemen on June 20th. But while the 


Prince 
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} end Ministers were arranging the hour to receive us, 
the inpatient soldiers prematurely attacked and killed Baron 
von Ketteler, which created such excitement that we were not 
invited to the Tsungli Yamen, and so were saved. 

A Becretary of the Teungli Yamen and also a President of 
one of the Boards, have assured ne that every attempt to get 
us outside of our lines either to go to the ?sungli Yamen cr 
to Tientsin was only a plan of Prince Tuan and his colleagues 
to secure an opportunity te kill us, which would have surely 
been accomplished had we gone out. 

On the llth of August Prince Ching and Others sent us a 


note asking us to fix an hour when they could eall and discuss 


the question of a preliminary suspension of hostilities 


named 11 A.M. the next day (12th). They did not come; but 


the day wrote us they were too busy to cone. The sane Yanen 
Secretary has since told me that the reason of their not con- 
ing was because Prince Tuan and his friends said they should 


not, and that when Prince Ching and Wang Wen-shao insist 
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WERZ ORGANIZED, GFYFICERED, PAID AND PRAISED BY IMPERIAL DECREES 


EDICTS MAY HAVE BREEN ISSUED FOR CONSUMPTIGN ABROAD BUT HERE 


THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT AND BOXERS MADE COMMCN CAUSE AGAINST 
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command of the society of the “Fist 
; as under: - 


Prince Chuand, K*ang i, Assistant Grand Secretary,# 
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Ying Nien, Senior Lieutenant General of the Gendarmerie, 


and Duke Lan, Acting Junior Lieutenant General of the Gendar- 
merie; 

Whereas the *Boxers® have now assembled together in 
Peking, the Prince and Ministers are collecting contributions 
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of silver and rice in order to enable them to accomplish the 


and patriotic object they have in view, and render it 


convenient for them to attack and exterminate (the foreigners 
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and christians). The Prince and Ministers have recently heard 


however, that there are persons who have no sense of shame , 


who impersonate others and fraudulently solicit contributions 


with the avowed purpose of seeking their ow profit, This 


ainly detrimental to the interests of the 
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ly examine into the matter, and if they f 
who are illegally collecting subscriptions by acting. 


fraudulently and impersonating others, on their being arrest¢ 


ed they will be severely punished.Any one accused of such 


practices will also be severely punished, Liberal r 
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will be given to those who arrest or bring actions against 


persons committing these practices. 


Let all fear and obey anddnone disobey this special | 
proclamation. | 


‘Dated June 28th, 1900. ; 


° 


Note:- The above proclamation was duly sealed. : 
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chapels situate in Peking have 
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necessarily, confusion, absconded to keep out of sight. 
Therefore, this proclamation is issued to inform you 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. ~ yh 
Shanghai, September 4, 1900. 


Received 3:55 P. M. 


ecretary of State, 
Washington. | 
American Association has asked me to wire 
their views of situation that troops should remain 


in Peking. Suggested not to recognize Li Hung Chang 


or. He represents the party responsible 


d@ replaces the Empress as such. 


of tro 


ops. It is stated 
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h.categoricaily deny any and every interview. 


had none only reference to policy that of circular letter 


July 3d. Can get no word from Admiral. Wired twice. No mer— 


chant vessel sailing during the next few days. 


Rockhill. 


Lasse. Clock. 4G . Ma. 


3 Decipberea By . 
Wm.It. Michaci, Chief Clerk. 


e 


De AtS eclock...4M...... 
Oopres delivered t9 


eh eee Po a 7S — See eee ee 


° a 


= pare 
tie. = ra 28 Hes ees come ae ems - = + « ou 


— Sa " 


9 Ra ee 
Pas 


ate 


PAS a tea OE. 


Pokey 


OF THE UNITED STATES 
Sea 
pe ame Ltt 


V7... ihe ie ra C2. Be ik. at 


aE PRE 66 Atle GPreet ts a 


| o4 C1 2h wAtldreese Ao Hoe rr0 


CE. 


ee At-as fe ae oe se 


pherne trrieecheore? Lelegraice, Jhon 


Pa e 


| . + -% ‘ 
othevnee ee ween A o22e AB<e2e we Att pier cPPrsoert = 


e 


- 


A4te6TH2 al 4t4e bsaicastiecatings, ee ae 


Oo Bh Aci & Oe 
aus. 


* 


haan ~~ olcet tt i 6--a eee: 


» 


tewgheae Spl. M19. 


Se. a 
oat 


$bings 


4 


7 
ee _ Pee : 
a 2@fee zee 


eS eas 


wo toy chy 


has abdtteds Mian 

PP: Ge O“senfe Ma Attica niece 
Levtireg Wetthererecl Rae hen emake 
tad Ms pee oeen-s Xe 


er RAE * nwa cz auth ~>2F2 AOS 2 4t- 
& 


. 


Bee eae 


jlrteficr2t?d —- f. or i 


Sats 2 eeefitaewcy A429 Ste 


Cexeantyv ~-sRete ek 


fe iat at 


PS atazdea at 


& 


“2 PRT? gb 44t £ 


= OM Me aL ETE ES 


S led of : 4g " ; 
* He : “alee 


yay? 


x 


The American Associa‘ion ef China, 
Shanghai, September 3d,1900. 
Hen.W.W. Rockhill, 


¥ 


U.S.Commissiener te China, | 


Present. 


Sir. 
In cennection with the present disturbances,the Cemmit- 


tee of this Asseciation deem it net untimely te cemmunicate . 


te yeu its views en a few of the mest important questions at 
issue,and we hope that yeu will transmit their substance te 
the government by telegraph. 

Briefly,we would most strongly represent} — 
1-That the U.S.treeps should net be withdrawn from Peking un+ 
til a thereugh settlement has been effected. 
2-That Li Hung Chang sheuld net be recognized as peace ne- 
gotiater inasmuch as he represents the Empress Dewager and 
the party in pewer responsible fer the present outbreak. 
$-That the U.S.Gevernment sheuld net recegnize the Empress 
Dowager as the lawful ruler of China,and that it should in- 
geist en the resteration of Kuang Hsu. Unless this is done we 
can be morally sure that there will be a centinuance ef the 
anti-foreign and anti-referm regime. There is conclusive 
evidence that the EmpressDewager is the originator of the 
present antj+fereign disturbance. The edicts fer the ex- 


nation of foreigners and Christians were issued in her 


t in that ef Prince Tuan. From the time of the ceup 


d’etat she has been making continueus preparatiens for the 


sion of all fereigners from China. 


that these views may meet with your 


on as well as that of the government at 
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| : Se . | | mony” (which the E upress Dowager had 
INFORMATION FOR OUR HOME | in her confidential instructions ordered to 
Et GOVERNMENTS. + | —— Phe secret) when sonie of the rashor spirits 
| J of the movement, unable to retrain them- 
selves until the appointed date in the 9th 
Setar hi Li) moon, started in May, and on the 2nd of 
caused by a succession of cunningly June murdered the Reve, Norman and 
| arranged ; Up which ‘All cdbrape tn- |" Robinson, Tho machinory was set in motion 
. 5 aie Bikes aka ignorant ore {too soon. The loyat promoters of the | 
thenta, have been avalled of Nebel |} movement had intended to effect in the} 
ae eel aiadeliie that the S stotie 4 aud i autumn a general expulsion of the for- 
Ministers, until too Inte, would manent: eigners, in imitation of the precedent set 
the perfidy of the Man pie ddvettitent to by the resurrected society in 1747 during 
 ghich they wore ied: Ra Oat Veit: {the reign of Kiet? Lung and under his 
H Giicdaaeild snk ws Whe patronage, The protests of the Foreign 
— a ae tty thal matbnile, : ; | Ministers met with Royal assertions of the ft 
from the actual stage on which the Pm | loyaltyof the Iho Ch‘nan, The Boxers ad- P 
have passed, we desire to give, with abeo- vanced to Peking to meet a royal welcome. t 
‘aiid’ entail i eek tie kia We Vite Chitwa. Hearing of the apprdach of this rabble, the t 
ological order, an d to spexk in some deta’! Foreign Ministers requested permission to ; 
i ‘ ! bring up small guards for the various : 
‘on the question, for the special informa. Legations, aadchty. alse resented ‘inaie- i 
ik on a apse aig sai aa $0 tence did the authorities reluctantly grant fF 
: tery dite it. By this time the wild beasts, having H 
sores aearaned thy roe _ eres = tasted the pleasures of looting and murder- a 
ner onbernenen wg pers Mes | ing native Christians, cut down the Chan- 1 
nlp cage gh a ach a cellor of the Japanese Legation. As the 
‘“s itt Union Subshiieta” wit the | Legations were now menaced by soldiers + 
optional title ** Volunteer Union Fists,” who were under the command of Boxer i, 
‘iia Peididedicc hs tj ab officers, the Foreign Ministers urgently 4 
Poaceae: ee ee asked their Admirals at Taku to send up a i 
— siege" as age cad cg = relief column. This column started, an- t 
“i peng ote! agg sey re ¢ amg nouncing their object not to be war with 7 
ibis ce mast et China, but the rescuo of their nationals from ; 
to pene rare as leilelaniebi ret aN the howling mob called into existence by ' 
devilleh ey ’ ae the Peking Government. On the 15th of ‘ 
Se ee - June the supreme command of the Boxers t 
ee — 8 —* was given to Prince Tuan and officially 1 
herds, yet the local authorities, under in- Eibsicmicandl. te thd “Poking Gazette.’ i 
structions from headquarters, were obliged Guns were tmined . on. the Foreign Legn- § 
So igaies dhe MiVeNes, 3) Enat by the tions. To cover the return of Admiral i 
8th moon (September 1899), a Governor Seymour's jilid Velenid heh vy is 
of a province gave the Boxers the advice, a i Oe 1 
to “loot, burn and plunder foreign pro- against tlie — ehak is’ cs alan LF 
perty as much as you like, but do not take shak th dhadienns to Peking’s orders, native 
life.” Again and again the attention of troops wore being hastily thrown into them 
the Peking authorities and Government bil diese ey preperétion made for offensive 
was called to the abominsble outrages neti on, the allied Admirals gave notice 


committed by their specially pa xtronised 
Volunteers, Lut not only without redress, 
as even the Governor of Shantung referred 
toy 78 acinus ae $i ite but ug time, the forts opened fire on the allied 
tually promo*ed to a higher post in an- fleet, and in consequence were taken. As 
other ‘provinces. ss = the Chinese Navy had the good sense not 

On the 3ist December, 1899, these to oppose what they knew was being done 
by the Foreign Powers in the best interests 
of their country, they were eventually 
allowed to proceed to the Yangtze. 
In the meantime, while against over- 
powering hordes Seymour was gallantly 

g on in his brave but im- 
ible task to relieve Peking, the Manchu 
overnment there was issuing Edicts to 
all the Viceroys to exert themselves to the 
10st. to expel the foreigners, and on the 
21st June they were instructed to assemble 
their fleet and drive the foreign war-vessels 
r m the Yangtze, On the same date, in 
an Imperial Decree, it was announced that 
1 ) Supreme chiefs of the Tho Ch‘uan were 
| Tuan and Kang Yi. On the 24th 
‘the Foreign Ministers were ordered to leave 
| Peking within “4 hours, and at the same 


that they must be evacuated, or they would 
be forcibly occupied at 2 o’clock on the 
17th. One hour before the expiry of that 


. <> 


» 


| ‘loyal supporters,” as the Empress-Dow- 
Jager loved to term them (who hid been 
called into existence by her own royal 
command, she having been so advised by 
Kang Yi and Prince Tuan), murdered in 
jcold blood the Rev. Mr. Brooks. Yet 
stillin April, 1900, these loyal followers |. 
were again highly commended, but warn- | 
: ed in kindly avd affectionate terms not to 
Jadmit traiters, or bad characters into their 
| societies. So blinded had the Manchu Gov- | 
ernment become with their owu corruption, 
and ation at the demand for reform, 
the the full Majesty of the usurped Throne 
: had to be given: to societies that, according 
to the laws of the land were criminal and 
| forbidden, hiving been suppressel by the| 
| Empero: — ne All was going 
oll for the success of the cause of “* Har- | 
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| time a bombardment of the ‘Taegations war The Imperial Edict of the 2%h of June, 
| commenced. Even Sir Robert Hart, conveying instructions to all Chinese 
Britisher, for forty years in the employ of , Legations abroad, is a diabolically clever 
ithe Manchu Government, had had to seek | ‘document. It illustrates once more the 
{refuge in the British Legation, from which | ‘utter hopelessness of ever succeeding by 
: he a despairing message. If (See ordinary methods of diplomacy in 
: any attempt was made to seek svefety in obtaining from the Manchu government the 
the ‘Sacred Precincts,” it was either to fulfilment of Treaty obligations, the per- 
| drag out those who were able, if they chose, formance of Internatienal rights, or the 
Ito che: Sadonae. or élse to obtain shel- extension of those courtesies given to 
c« for . the foreigners, in those palaces each other by all civilised nations. 
ag were now protected by Boxer | For lying and logical deductions from 
altars. We now leara from the wonderful: | cunningly falsified premises, no European 
|dopumeatthatnecommfnth from Poking; | SSRN Peking oficals, unten the 
ew wes ee stu sof Christendom were ransacked for 
: stowed « re —_ ae ta ai cleverest swindlers known, to keep 
rd ac ota a rs Y net aa 19th), | them company. The following dates and 
in tech boon obliged 6 ade’ bathe ‘sesh ulieis : events cau be verified by reference to 
| with sick and wounded who eould not be Imperial edicts and decrees. 
Jeft to the savagery ofa ruffianly uncivi- | Within three months after the coup 
 tised horde, such as those mow in the 


d'état, namely in November 1898, an 
Imperial Edict was issued by the Empress 


employ of the Manchu Government.” Hay- 


Sa : Dowager (5th November 1898) ordering 
me Seat, Meets beh me immediate the formation and organisation of Volun- 
Ye < ieee . ee _ sagneons, teer Corps (Iho Ch’uan) ‘‘to turn the 
the slike nate Co at sr — whole nation into an armed camp in case 
: ordes, and a series of massacres § need.” 

pape : nog het : On the 16th March, the Buddhist Lama 
ane a mass ri sets Res Abbot gave a very large contribution to 
noted, shes Cowenniads hat ad borate | the special fund (raised for armament by 
extended a protecting hand to the Iho} | the Empress Dowager). 

Chuan, and reprimanded and forbidden | | As early as May and June 1899, Kang 
those who fought them to do so again, it ; Yi, on his tour of inspection and extortion, 
followed that not an attempt was made to]. —— — se = supe % 
protect the Legations. The Ministers were ne a nigh oMicials to form Vo!lun- 
invited to attend the Tsungli Yamén and teer forces (i.e. Tho Chuan), and the 


as the German Minister passed through the 
Guard of *‘Honour” he was shot down, 
but with admirable valour the faithful 
German guard now sallied forth and burnt | 


** North-China Herald” of July 31 printed 
a translation of the Shanghai magistrate’s 
| reply to Kang Yi’s orders on tnis matter 
regarding Shanghai district. About a 


the Yamén to the ground. | million taels was collected or extorted 

War had been commenced by the aieier ' for the same purpose by Kang Yi. Every 
of the Japanese Chancellor, and the Man- day, at that time, came fresh items 
chu Government rushed into war, confid- |. | of news regarding the purchase aud 
ently led by Prince Tuan who was sure of} | import of new and powerful arma- 
expelling the foreigner from the land, and ment. As early as September 4th, 
longed for a “‘ foreigner’s skin to use as his it was reported in the Shanghai papers 
bedquilt.” | 


that the *‘ Boxers” were preparing and 
drilling for an anti-foreign movement. 
On the 28th September, an Imperial 
Edict, ordering all civil and military | 
officials to strictly observe the ‘‘ Sixteen 


Sacred Edicts of Kang Hsi” and also the 
They learnt that the forces of the whole | “Teachings of the Emperor Yung Ching” 
civilised world, representing a population against heresy and heterodoxy, and to 
twice greater than that of China, and set apart certain days every month to 
armed with the most modern armament, 


: explain the same to the masses. 
slit kill, and also with just cause, | + In [the 9th moon, the Manchu Governor 


Now, however, the remonstrances of the || 
Southern Viceroys and Governors. began | 
to bring home to the bloodstained, guilty 
Manchu Government, the seriousness of 
the course they had headlong plunged into. 


eel 


were preparing for battle. In their sudden of Shantung manifested his friendliness 

fears, they heard approaching from all to the Iho Ch’uan, after a battle between 
corners of the Earth, the measured tramp a small force of Imperial troops and 
of mighty legions, shortly to close in and 


_ Boxers, in which a hundred of the latter 
were killed. He degraded the chihfu in 
whose prefecture the battle took place, 

and replaced him by a Manchu relative 
of his own. 

On December the 27th, the ‘ North- 

China Herald’s” Chinanta correspondent 

reported that, on the Governor's attention 

being called to the doings of the Boxers, 
he sent to them word that they ‘‘ might 


_ carry out righteous judgment on a Govern- | 
‘ment, ‘whose oe has been ini- 
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On the 2ist June, Viceroys and Gover- 
nors, south of the Yellow River, ordered 
to assemble the modern fleet, and attack 
and drive out foreign fleets. Also 
‘announeed that Prince Tuan and Kang Yi 
are appointed Supreme Chiefs of the 
Tho Ch’uan, 

On the 24th June, Foreign Ministers 
ordered to leave Peking within 24 hours, 
aud then the Legations are to be s:aled up 
and flagstaffs to be cut down. : 

Sir Robert Hart on this date rent cff 
his short and despairing message. 


On the Sst December, the -Rev. Mr. 


Brooks was murdered in Shantung by 
Boxers. 


Early in present year (1900), Shantung 


gs ” 


obtained, some relief in the removal of 
Yi Hsien, the Manchu Governor, and the 


substitution of Yuan Shih-kai, but the | 


disease was now deep-seated. 

Yii Hsien, instead of being degraded, 
was now promoted to a higher and more 
lucrative post, namely the Governorship 
of Shansi, 

Tu an Imperial Decree of 17th April 
1900, the Iho Ch’uan, or Volunteer Train- 
binds, are again referred to, and at the 
- time they are politely requested to avoid 

enlisting bad characters, 

On the 2aud June, the Revs. Robinson 


and Notman were murdered by those 


hounds of State, the Boxers. 
—_/ rom 6th to 9th June, there was pillaging 


and looting of foreign mission property | 
and native Christians iu the Chinese City | 


of Pel.ing. 
On the 10th June, Admiral Seymour 
started with allied troops for Peking. 


On the 11th June, the Japanese Chan- 


cellor was murdered by the same crew in 
Peking. 


On the 13th June, an Imperial Edict, 


regarding the Japanese Chancellor, and : 
mentioning at the same time the loyalty | 


of the ‘Iho Ch’uan,’ but stating some bad 


characters who are rebels have got in | 


with them. 


On the 15th June, another edict stating 


that the Government troops sided with the 
‘Tho Ch’uan ;’ and that command of the 
army has been given to Prince Tuan, 


Kang Yi, and Jung Lu. That is, the | 
control of the army was given over to] 


these men, two of whom it was known 
were leaders of the Iho Ch’uan. 


On the 17th June, the Taku forts were 
taken to protect Seymour’s communica- 
tions. 


Oa the 19th June, Admiral Seymour 
forced to retreat, when within a diy of 
Peking. So news of that would be received 
by the Manchu government that day or 
the next. 


On the 20th June, the e Vieroe in- 


Tew 


Tieutsin relieved the same date. 

On 25th June, a decree exulting in 
having defeated the foreigners. 

On 26th June, Admiral Seymour relieved 
6 miles from Tientsin, after he hal fought 
for 14 daysand out of 1,80) men had 62 
killed and 212 wounded, employing more 
than two-thirds of his force as bearers. 

If further proof is wanted, than that 
contained in the above statements, of the 
fact that the Manchu Government instiga- 
ted, originated, ard protected the Iho 
Ch’van with the absvlute intention of 
expelling the foreigner, and with that 
object in view, utilised the superstitions 
and religion of the masses, t) inflame 
hatred against the ‘*Fan-kuei” (Foreign 
Devils), calling in the aid of the Buddhist 
monks all over the country, but especially 
in the North, let those interested study 
the lives of the known leaders such as the 
Empress Dowager, Princs Tuan, and 
Kang Yi, and also carefully read all the | 
placards that have so far appeared, bearing 
in mind that again and again the Govern- | 
ment patronage of the Iho Ch’uan has 
been referred to, and prvtested against by 
Chang Chih-tung and Liu Kun-yi, the 
Yangtze Viceroy. 
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(See Instructions to. Chine Legations). — 

The present crisis in China has been 
caused by a succession of cunningly 
arranged plans, by which all corrupt in- 

fluences, or finatical and ignorant e'e- 
~ ments, have been availed of everywhere, 
in such a maneer that the various Foreign 
Ministers, until too late, would not credit 
the perfidy of the Manchu government to 
which they were accredited. As our vari- 
ous Hote Governments are so widely 
separated from us their nationals, and 
from the actual stage on which the events 
have passed, we ‘Wesire to give, with abso- 
lute correctness, the events in their chron- 
ological order, and to speak in some deta‘l 


on the question, for the special informa- | 


tion of the Home Governments, 

In the first place, there sprang up in 
the provinces of Chihli and Shantung a 
number of loafers and riffraff, who directly 
encouraged by Imperial E:licts and official 
patronage, banded themselves together as 


optional title *‘ Volunteer Union Fists,’’ 
and by means of children, hypnotis:d by 
Buddhist monks, imposed on the fears and 
superstitions of the masses, So anxious 
had the Manchu Government become to 
turn the nation into a large armed camp, 
to overthrow the foreigners, that certain 
devilish magic, with invocations and in- 
cantations, was used to turn the people's 
heads, yet the. local authorities, under in- 
structions from headquarters, were obliged 
to ignore the movement. S» that by the 
8th moon (September 1899), a Governor 
of a province gave the Boxers the advice, 
o **Joot, burn and plander foreign pro- 
perty as much as you like, but do not take 
life.” Again and again the attention of 
the Peking authorities and Government 
was called to the abominable outrages 
committed by their specially patronised 
Volunteers, Lut not only without redress, 
as even the Governor of Shantung referred 
to, Yii H-iewn, was not degraded, but. ac- 
tually promo’ ed to a higher post in an- 
other province. 

On the 3st December, 1899, these 
‘loyal supporters,” as the Empress-Dow- 
ager loved to term them (who-hvd been 
called into existence by her own royal 
command, she having been sv advised hy 
Kang Yi and Prince Tuan), murdered in 
cold blood the Rev. Mr. Brooks. Yet 
still in April, 1900, these loyal followers 
were again highly commended, but warn- 
ed in kindly and affectionate terms not to 
admit traitors, or bad characters into their 
societies, So blinded had the Manchu Gov- 
ernment become with their own corruption, 
and indignation at the demand for reform, 
that the full Majesty of the usurped Throne 
had to be given to societies that, according 
to the laws of the land were criminal and 
forbidden, having been suppressed by the 


well for the Pcanihudey as ** Har- 


‘¢ Volunteer Union Trainbands,” with the | ' 


al 


anccnnnenicmme ener 


ees 


Emperor Kia Ching in 1809. All was going |. 


ae 


| 


NooTh ya Waly Nee 
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i | June murdered the Revs,” Nomi and 
| Robinson, The machinery was set in motion 
. too soon, The loyal promoters of the 
Rij movement had intenJed to effect in’ the 


autimen a general expulsion of the for- 


jeigners, in imitation of the precedent set 
At by the resurrected society in 1747 during 


the reign of Kien Lang and under his 


|patronage. The pyotests of the Foreign 
| Ministers met with Royal assertions of the | 


loyaltyof the Iho Ch‘nan. The Boxers ad- 
vanced to Peking to meet a royal welcome. 


| Hearing of the approach of this rabble, the | 
Foreign Ministers requested permission to 


bring up small guards for the various 


| Legations, and only after repeated insis- 
‘| tence did the authorities reluctantly grant 
lit. By this time the wild beasts, having 


tasted the pleasures of looting and murder- 
ing native Christians, cut down the Chan- 
cellor of the Japanese Legation. As the 


who were under the command of Boxer 
officers, the Foreign Ministers urgently 
asked their Admirals at Taku to send up a 
relief column. 
nouncing their object not to be war with 
China, but the rescue of their nationals from 
the howling mob called into existence by 
the Peking Government. On the 15th of 
June the supreme command of the Boxers 
was given to Prince Tuan and officially 
announced in the ‘‘Peking Gazette.’ 


Guus were trained on the Foreign Lega- | 
tions. To cover the return of Admiral 


Seymour's relief column, it was necessary 
that the Taku forts should not be used 
against them, so when it was observed 
that in obedience to Peking’s orders, native 
troops were being hastily thrown into them 
and every preparation made for offensive 
action, the allied Admirals gave notice 
that they must be evacuated, or they would 
be forcibly occupied at 2 o’clock on the 


17th. One hour before the expiry of that 
time, the forts opened fire on the allied 


fleet, and in consequence were taken. As 
the Chinese Navy, had the good sense not 
to oppose what they knew was being done 
by the Foreign Powers in the best interests 
of their country, they were eventually 
allowed to proceed to the Yangtze. 
In the meantime, while against ever- 


pressing on in his brave but im- 
possible task to relieve Peking, the Manchu 
Government there was issuing Edicts to 
all the Viceroys to exert themselves to the 
utmost to expel the foreigners, and on the 

2lat J une they were instructed to assemble 
their fleet and drive the foreign war-vessels 
from the Yangtze. On the same date, in 
an Imperial Decree, it was announced that 
the Supreme chiefs of the Iho Ch‘uan were 


| Prince Tuan and Kang Yi. On the 24th | 


the Foreign Ministers were ordered to leave 


Peking within 24 hours, and at the same || 


time a bombardment of the , Legations was 


commenced. Even Sir Robert Hart, a. 


Brit . for forty years in the employ of 
the anh Government, had had to seek 
refuge in the British Legation, from which 
he dispatched a despairing message, If 


fea 9 eg ee rome ie 


nite tae 


Legations were now menaced by soldiers | 


This column started, an-' 


doouiient that hes come forth from Pekin 
that after this the troops and rabble wor 
allowed a free hand, it having already co 
tothe ears of the Manchu officials th 


$Seymour, five days before (on the 19th; 
shad been obliged to turn back, overlade 


with sick and wounded who could not b 
left to the savagery of a ruffianly uncivi 
lised horde, such as those now in th 


employ of the Manchu Government.” Hay 
ing learnt that there was no immediats 
relief for those pent up in the Legations 


_ these Manchu barbarians gave the reins 


the yelling hordes, and a series of massacre 
and pillaging followed. 

@ At these successes the mob all over th 
North foregathered, and as, it must t 
noted, the Government had again and agai 
extended a protecting hand to the Ih 
Ch‘aan, and reprimanded and forbidde 
those who fought them to do so again, i 
followed that’not an attempt was made 
protect the Legations. The Ministers we 
invited to attend the Tsungli Yamén a 
as the German Minister passed i hrough thi 
Guard of *‘Honour” he was shot down 
but with admirable valour the faithfu 
German guard now sallied forth and burn 
the Yamén to the ground. 

War had been commenced by the murde 
of the Japanese Chancellor, and the Mar 
chu Government rushed into war, confid: 
ently led by Prince Tuan who was sure ¢ 
expelling the foreigner from the land, a 
longed for a ‘‘ foreigner’s skin to use as hi 
bedquilt.” | 

Now, however, the remonstrances of th 
Southern Viceroys and Governors begar 
to bring home to the bloodstained, guilt 
Manchu Government, the seriousness o 
the course they had headlong plunged into, 
They learnt that the forces of the whole 
civilised world, representing a populatior 
twice greater than that of Chiva, anc 
armed with the most modern armament, 
military skill, and also with just cause, 
were preparing for battle. Iu their sudden 
fears, they heard approaching from all 
corners of the Earth, the measured tramp 
of mighty legions, shortly to close in and 
carry out righteous judgment on a Govern- 
ment, whose whole career has been ini- 


| quity. Like cowardly curs they now slunk 
powering hordes Seymour was gallantly | off, to emerge from their kennels with 


a whining appeal for gentle treatment. 

The Manchu Government appearing 
before the Foreign Powers as an Injured 
Innocent, adda insult to violent injury, 
For audacious outrage on all right feelings, 
it can only be likened to the Devil coming 
forth in the robes of the Angel of Light, 
The Imperial Edict of the 29th of June, 
conveying instructions to all Chinese 
Legations abroad, is a diabolically clever 
document. It illustrates once more the 
utter hopelessness of ever succeeding by 
the ordinary methods of diplomacy in 


obtaining from the Manchu government the : 


fulfilment of Treaty obligations, the per- 


} formance of Internatienal rights, or the 


extension of those courtesies given to 
each other by all civilised nations. 

For lying and logical deductions from 
cunningly falsified premises, no European’ 
| Salome, except a Turk, could possibly 
match the Peking officials, unless © the 
| gaols of Christendom were ransacked for 


s | the cleverest swindlers known, to keep| 


"in : {them company. The following dates 
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al 5 Fece A can be verified by reference ‘a 


mee apt caesign SY 
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In an Tmperial Decree of 17th April | 


| 1900, the The Ch’uan, or Volunteer Train- 
pt 


1 referred to, and at the 


time they are politely requested to avoid 
enlisting bad characters. 


On the 2ad June, the Revs. Robinson : 


whole nation into an armed p Bays 
of need.” | 

On .the 16th March, the Buddhist Lama 
Abbot gave @ very large contribution to 
the special fund (raised for armament by 
the Empress Dowager). 

As early as May and June 1899, Kang 
Yi, on his tour of inspection and extortion, 
carried the Empress Dowager’s orders to 
instruct all high officials to form Vo!un- 
ter forces (i.e. Iho Ch’uan), and the 
‘ North-China Herald” of July 31 printed 
a translation of the Shanghai magistrate’s: 
reply to Kang Yi’s orders on tnis matter 
regarding Shanghai district. About a 
million taels was collected or extorted 
for the same purpose by Kang Yi. Every 
day, 
of news regarding the purchase and | 
import of new and powerful arma- 
ment. As early as September 4th, | 
it was reported in the Shanghai papers | 
that the ** Boxers” were preparing and 
drilling for an anti-foreign movement. 

On the 28th September, an Imperial 
Edict, ordering all civil and _ military 
officials to strictly observe the “ Sixteen 
Sacred Edicts of Kang Hsi” and also the 
“Teachings of the Emperor Yung Ching” 
against heresy and heterodoxy, and to 


a 


at that time, came fresh items! 


and Norman were murdered by those 
hounds of State, the Boxers. 
=From 6th to Rh June, there was pillaging 


and looting of foreign mission property 
and native Christians iu the Chinese City 


of Peking. 
On the 10th June, Admiral Seymour | 


started with allied troops for Poking. 


On the 11th June, the Japanese Chan- 
cellor was —— by the same crew in 


Peking. 


| On the 13th June, an Imperial Edict, 


regarding the Japanese Chancellor, and 
mentioning at the same time the loyalty | 
of the ‘Iho Ch’uan,’ but stating some bad | 
characters who are rebels have got in | 
with them. 

On the 15th June, another edict stating 
‘that the Government troops sided with the 
‘Tho Ch’uan ;’ and that command of the 
army has been given to Prince Tuan, 
‘Kang Yi, and Jung Lu. That is, the 
control of the army was given over to 
these men, two of whom it was known 
were leaders of the Iho Ch’uan, 

On the 17th June, the Taku forts were 
taken to protect Seymour’s communica- 
tions. | 

Oa the 19th June, Admiral Seymour 
forced to retreat, when within a diy of 
Peking. So news of that would be received 


the lives of the known leaders such as the 
Empress Dowager, Princ) Tuan, and 
Kang Yi, and also carefully read all the 
placards that have so far appeared, bearing 
in mind that again and again the Govern- 

ment patronage of the Iho Ch’uan has 
been referred to, and protested against by 
Chang Chih-tung and Liu Kan-yi, the] 


‘eg eg Viceroye. 


oon 


set apart certain days every month to 
explain the same to the masses. 
In {the 9th moon, the Manchu Governor 


the next. 
of Shantung manifested his friendliness On the 20th June, the Viceroys in- 
to the Tho Ch’uan, after a battle between | 


: structed by Imperial and secret edicts to 
a small force of Imperial troops and | do all in their power to resist foreign 
Boxers, in which a hundred of the latter} aggression, and to exterminate the for- |. 
were killed. He degraded the chihfu in| | eigners. The Iho Ch’uan, or Boxers, re- 
whose prefecture the battle look place, || ferred to herein as ‘*Ch’uan Min,”. or 
and replaced him by a Manchu relative Loyal Fists. | 
of his own. | % 
) On the 21st Ju: une, Viceroys and Gover- 

On Seownber the 27th, the “ North- nors, south of the Yellow River, ordered 
China Herald's” Chivanfu correspondent ‘to assemble the modern fleet, and attack 
reported that, on the Governor's attention} 03 arive out foreign fleets. Also 
being called to the doings of the Boxers, announced that Prince Tuan and Kang Yi |: 
he sent to them word that they ‘‘ might are appointed Supreme Chiefs of the 
loot, plunder, and burn, but. they must Tho Ch’uan. j 
not take life." In the same issue, the}) On the 24th June, Foreign Ministers 
Linchingchou correspondent reported that | ordered to leave Peking within 24 hours, |- 
the official at Hsiachin (Shantung) was | and then the Legations are to be s:aled up 
frightened to act against the Boxers be-| , 44 flagstafis to be cut down. : 
cause he knew that the same Governor | Sir Robert Hart on this date rent off 
would degrade him for such action. \his short and despairing message. 

* On the 27th December, the same paper | 


_ ientsin relieved the same date. 
pablishe i's secret edict directing st the | On 25th June, a decree exulting inj}: 
prepare for war 


‘having defeated the foreigners. 
who “like tigers - a 


| On 26th June, Admiral Seymour relieved 
16 miles from Tientsin, after he hal fought 

“cede ht || : 
Brooks /* sone bss — by | 


‘by the Manchu government that day or 


ere nee 


ne aden 


for 14 daysand out of 1,80) men had 62 
killed and 212 wounded, employing more 
than two-thirds of his force as bearers. 

If further proof is wanted, than that | 
contained in the above statements, of the 
Bnd the |} fact that the Manchu Government instiga- 
‘bus fh | ted, originated, acd protected the Iho 

1} Ch’uan with the absolute intention of 
ey — the foreigner, and with that 
ae object in see age the superstitions : 
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friendly call to-day, Says edict has 
with full powers (to) settle matters, he latter is 
expected in a fer days, The Russian minister by name (ir. 
ers) leaves Peking to-morrow, The Austrian (?) minister by 
name (Baron ) will insist (on) execution 


before serious negotiations begin, 
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I believe Russia, Prance and probably Germany will 
obstruct general amicable settlement in order to compel torri- | 
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and as mich as possible division of the 
amot negotiations be better conducted at Shanghai 
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Hodges, a missionary at Paoting-fu, 


September 6th, 1900. 


PEKIN, CHINA, 


and the Legation’s reply of to-day, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Secreta ry of State, 


August 10th and 24th, 1900, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
CAEL (SOSSSE OT OBEKIN, CHINA. 


of . nde! 


; September 6th, 1966, 


: ‘ \ 


John Hay, . 


Washington, D.C. ; K 
Sir;- : 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, Depart- 


ment's telegrams of, the 29th. of July and the 10th and 24th 


of August, 1900, = ~~» 


and to be, Sir,. 


> 


Washington, July 29th, 1900, 


— = 


OF FIRST To RELIEF COLUMN ATP PEKING RELIEF COLUMN CAPTURED 
e**eeeeeeeeeeer DISSEMBLING. SUPPOSED.TO BE NOW NEAR @eeeeee,s 


COURAGE. 


he _~- % Seg 
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. YOUR DETERMINATION NOT TO ACCEPT cHtwesR Escort IS 


APPROVED. WE HAVE COMMUNICATED THIS TO COMMISSIGNER OF CHIN: 


~@ 
we 


TIGN. ACCORDING TC WHICH TO CAPTURE YANOTSUN AUGUST 6TH. 
BATE YOUR DESPATCHES IN CIPHER, 


(SIGNED) ADEE, ACTING. 
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OF THE DIPLOMATIC BODY PEKING ASKING INSTRUCTIONS IN CASE 


VICEROY LI SHOULD ARRIVE TAKU AND ALSO AGREED THAT PENDING 


REPLY VICEROY SHOULD NOT BR ALLOWED TO COMMUNICATE WITH CHIN- 


va 


PERENCE WITH VICERGY'S FACILITIES FOR NEGOTIATING. WE TAKE 


SAME VIEW AND HAVE SO INFORMED THE .......-. AT A PERIOD IT 


SREMS ESSENTIAL THAT CHINESE PLENIPOTENTIARY SHOULD BE ABLE 


TO COMMU NICATE WITH IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT AND URGE 


IT CONDITIONS OF SUSPENSION FIXED IN MY TELEGRAM To YOU oF 


22nd. CHINESE MINISTER HERE IS WITHOUT POWERS GR -ADVICE. 
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| OTHER AUTHORIZED CHANNEL BUT LI HUNG-CHANG POR: 


CATION 


WITH THE ONLY RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY. ‘16! 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Be alee aw Oe ~ 


Secretary of State, 


Subject: nfirming Legation's telegram of 4th instant 


requesting supply of stationery, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay,.© 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir:- 


IT have the honor to confirm, on 


tel- 


the overleaf, 


egram of the 4th instant requesting that a general supply 
of stationery be sent as soon as possible, The years sup» 
ly asked for in April last has not yet arrived and during 
the siege the most of office supplies were destroyed, 
T have the honor to be, 
: sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 


"d Sept. 6, 1900. 


Washington. 
Correct telegram 28th to read, no funds needed am 


: 7 
entirely at your disposal. 
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Shanghai, Received September 7, 


1900, : 

( 7:35 p.m, ) eet 

Secretary of State, oy 
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ashington, 


Seventh. Missionaries arriving (from) west (and) 


northwest report quiet everywhere all along routes, ww... 


i. | | { 
northyest provinces only disturbed. No further news. 
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ASSISTANT SECHETARY, 
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~—6OCT 6 1900... ae 


Lat & _ 
4 a 


— 


Secretary State, 
Washington. 


r. 
As of possible interest te the Department,I havé the honor 
to @nclose herewith a list prepared by Dr.John R.Hykes,Sec- 
retary of the American Bible Society in China,ef the Protes- 
ant Missionaries killed or still missing since the beginning 
ef the Bexer movement. The correctness of this list can be 
vouched for, Dector Hykes tells me, 

I am,Sir, | 


your ebedient servant, 


United States Commi 
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The evidence of her death i8 4 letter in 
German, dated July 6th, seen by Mrs Steven= 

. gon, of the C.I.M.,in which it is stated that 
: there was 4 riot June 87th inf which "Tr. 


* Fosvital was destxrovei and “iss 


Coombs Kiliet.(hy belne thrown into the 


Tt if believed that all of the sissiona= 
ries who were in Tatvruentu at the time of 


Miss Goomb’s death, were massacred on the 


Sth of July."he evidence is as follows:- 


(1)The last word received from any foreigner 
in the city was the letter of July ¢th,refer 
red to ahove. | 

. (2)An “urgent” telegram Bent from here on the 
ist of July has not bveen ansvered. 
(3)The uissio es who have escaped fron 
the cities nearest to the Ganital report a 
feneral massacre in the city. 

({4)R®o less than three Aespatches frou offi- 
cialis in Taiyven have been seen in the ya~ 
mens to which they were sent,in all of which 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


September 9th, 1900, 

To the Honorable Pes. 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

sir:- | NY wd (970 

IT have the honor to acknowledge receipt of despatch No. 
264 of May 2lst last, enclosing a copy of a despatch from the 
United States Consul at Chefoo in which he complains that in 
my instructions No. 616 of March 26th last I accuse him of 
having misled. the Department in his despatch No, 218 of 
January 12th, las}, and requesting me to send a statement of 
the facts of the: C&8@- 

My contention that Mr. Fowler was misleading the Depart- 
ment, was based upon his statement in his No. 218 to the De- 


partment of State of Jan. 12th: "And as Yu who denounced hin 


a > 


is now in disgrace you will have no opposition in Peking." when 


at very moment the recipient of 


culminated in the conferring 


e character of "Fu* Happiness, c 


as 


ished compliment and is only 


ral . 
es aly 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


¢onferred upon high officials with whom the Throne is greatiy 


pleased, 
Please see my despatch No. 316 of January 29th, 
its copy of note to the Tsungli Yamen of January 158th, 
I have the honor to be, 


I» 


Your obedient servant, 
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yaaa 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


2 novigot | 
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oe September 9th, 1900. : 
te. , foustruetion 
: : tary of State, 
bject: Acknowledgment of Instruction No. 263 of May 17th 
last enclosing certificate of appointment of 


.  §8pencer Lewis as Vice Consul of the United states 


at Chungking, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


. 


; 


September 9th, 1900, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


ment of Spencer Lewis, of Illinois, as Vice Consul of the 


United States at Chungking, and beg to say that as soon as.a 


“~ x 
4 ._——_— . 


Government is established his formal recognition will be 
requested. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, : 


Your obedient servant, 
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September 10, 1900. 
kheceived 3.16 P. M, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Tenth: 
Viceroy Nanking wishes to see me. Shall go; return 
Peking. 
SBEeerseinas - 


ee ne nena 


. 
# 
2 
a 

Pe} 
23 
% 
3 
> 


ae 


leh ign Ber! ped aa 


f roid “apni 


Secretary of State, 


‘Legation's telegrams of 4th and 6th 
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instants. Situation in Peking. Prince Ching’s . 


oe 


: 


Appointment of Plenipotentiaries, 


- 


Apart 

ee, 
Ae, 

' jee 

ae a 


sy PR ee » 
eter ons 3 Pn 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, ‘Ge, ee 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, sy cipher 


telegrams of the 4th and 6th instants,.and to say that 


. 


Ching called on me on the 6th and I returned his call to-day, 


He looks badly and appears greatly worriel. says he is 


ashamed of his Government but was himself powerless to pre- 


vent what has happened, It was understood that the visits 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
~~" PEKIN, CHINA, 
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occupation negotiations could be more 


itisfactorily conducted at Shanghai or better 
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* stall at Washington, The question is so large and s6 many 


of the great:Powers vitally interested ‘therein that con- 


Stant and quick commnicétion between all.is necessary, 


This cannot be accomplished from here, The telegraph line 


is et present totally inadequate and is not likely to be 


n : 


sufficiently improved in the near future. 


. IT have the honor to be, 


a 2 OWE 


sir, 
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BEEN ORDERED TIENTSIN TO AWAIT INSTRUCTIONS, HE IS VERY ANXIOUS 


i 
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To GHB EARL LI. IT IS BELIEVED THEY CAN EASILY AGREE, MORE RUSSIAN, 


SEPTEMBER ¢TH. PRINCE CHING MADE PERSONAL FRIENDLY CALI, TODAY. 


} LATTER 16 EXPECTED IN A FEW DAYS. THE RUSSIAN MINISTE 
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BAINCE TUAW AND OTHRRS ERVORE SERIOUS NROOTIATIONS BEGIN WHICH 15 
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PHACTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE. (I BELIEVE RUSSIA, FRANCE AND 
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» _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA, 


7 


Transilat ion, 


de Cologan, Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps. 


‘ . 


Official Communication. 
The Grand Council has communicated to 


me the Imperial Decree of the Srd of the 8th Moon Of Kuang Hsu. 


(August 27, 1906.) 


+ 


"We order Prince Ching to return immediately to the 


capital to treat of affairs with full powers; it is unnecessary 


~ 


for him to come to réjoin the court. As for the Plenipotentiary 


Li Hung-chang he has now likewise received the order by decree 


to come promptly to Peking and discuss and treat regarding af- 


ud : 


fairs in concert with Prince Ching." Respectfully received, 


It is necessary that I address Your Excellencp , by this 
despatch, a crespectful copy of this Imperial order, and I pray 


you to transmit in turn the communication to the Representative 
of the Powers. 

IT profit by the occasion to inform you that the seal 
with which I have sealed this despatch is the seal of the 


Yellow Bordered Manchu Banner, of which I am Commander in Chief. 


~ | Reply. 


, To His Highness, Peking, 9 September 1966, a 
| I have the honor to receive the note which Your High- 


ness addressed to me on the 6th of this month communicating to 
| me that Your Highness had been named by Imperial Decree with 
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s to treat of affairs and that orders had been given 
otentiary Li Hung-chang to come promptly to the 
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rad : ‘in concert with Your Highness. I now | 
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TION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


transmitted to my honorable colleagues the information con- 


tained in the note, of which I have the honor to acknowledge 


the receipt. 


T deg you to accept, Monseigneur, the assurance of ny 
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very high consideration. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF A NOV 2 j9¢0 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


BUREAU 
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Sear etary of state, 


Subject: ConfirmingDepartment's telegram of August Soth, 


Appointment of wr. Rockhill as special agent in 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


* _ 
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eptember 12th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 


ohn Hay, : 
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7 s £ 
o . . 2 we, s 


Sir:= | 


e - , ’ 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, your 


> 


cipher telegram of the 30 th of August last in which I am 


> : 


informed of the appointment of mr. W.W.Rockhill as special 


7 
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agent in Ching,.and to say that I await his coming and in- 
structions of which I presume he is the rer, 
| IT have the honor to be, | | 
Se oe sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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APPOINTED SPECIAL AGENT EXAMINE SITUATION AND REPORT. HE 


us ay ' é ae ; » >? pm : ear 
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MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO ACTION NOW AND FUTURE. 
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Subject, Aaknowledgnent of: Department's instructions 
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received during the months of June, July and August 


1900. a 
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TION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 135th, 1900, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


* > 


Washington, D.C. 


259; during the month of July none; during the month of August 


Nos. 255 to 258 inclusive, and unnumbered dated April 24th, 


April 28th, May lst, and May 5th respectively. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


° re ee, 
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SO ee aa 


say to China: When you pay, we will withdraw, otherwise we 


hold everything north of the great wall; If China agrees, 


| SS not 
Russia's settlement is made. If China does Peres, it is 


her to join in the military occupation of Peking or take 


*- 


The weakness of the Imperial Gov ermment becomes daily 
more apparent, and the possibility of restoration of peace 
and order in this province under Chinese authority still 


more remote. Ve have now had possession of Peking for four - : 


wards a settlement is to send Prince Ching here with reputed 


full powers,but which have not been shown, and the statement 
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. that he is waiting for IirHung-Chang who is to act with hin. 


» e« * 


But a telegram received from Consul General Goodnow of the 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


nor of the enormous account which murder, arson, violated 
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pee treaties and military occupation have written up against — 
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China will be compelled to accept it. 
e The negotiations necessary therefore are those between 


| the Powers, ati these can be conducted almost anywhere better 


visible effort has been made by the Chinese Govern- 
ment for a suspension of hostilities. "Boxers® and Chinese 
soldiers are still in possession of most of the cities and 

of this province, and persecutions of Christians 
continue. 


does not seem to me advisable for the general con- 


} to await the restoration of Chinese 
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‘qbout this capital. But in my judgenent” 
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STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
% to an acceptance of our terms, 


se Christians in this vicinity would 
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be imediately massacred. 


I have the honor to be, 


sir, 
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Your obedient servant 
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TION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


RUSSIAN DECLARATION AND YOUR REPLY IS RECEIVED.RUSSIA 18 


‘SEPTEMBER 12TH, YOUR CIPHER TELEGRAM CONTAINING 
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PEKING I8 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL TO SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATIONS 


AND SHOULD CONTINUE UNTIL COMPLETED. ONE THIRD OF THE PRESENT 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, . 


| : 
- : 


“WASHINGTON; AUGUST 29TH, 1900, 


BUCK, MINISTER, TOKIG, 


. - 


AUGUST 29, 1900. THE RUSSIAN CHARGE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON 


MADE TO ME AN GRAL STATEMENT RESPECTING RUSSIA'S PURPOSES IN 


e- 


DECLARED, RUSSIA HAS NO DESIGNS OF TERRITORIAL ACQUISITION IN 


cg 


7 al 


3 THAT, RQUALLY WITH OTHER POWERS NOW DPERATING 


— ba 


RUSSIA HAS SOUGHT SAFETY OF LEGATICN AT PEKING AND TC HELP 


y 


THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT TO REPRESS THE TROUBLES; THAT, INCIDENT 


ALLY TG NECESSARY DEFENSIVE MEASURES GN RUSSIAN BORDER, RUSSIA 


HAS OCCUPIED NEWCHWANG FOR MILITARY PURPOSES AND AS SOON AS 
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be 


ORDER IS REESTABLISHED WILL RETIRE TROOPS THEREFROM IP ACTION 


THE VARICUS GOVERNMENTS HAVE COGPERATED, FOR RELIEF OF 
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ATIGNS IN PEKING, HAS BERN ACCOMPLISHED; THAT, TAKING THE 
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~ POSITION THAT AS THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT HAS LEFT PEKING THERE 


TRB WITH HIS OFFICIAL PERSONNEL | 
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA, 
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AND WILL EXPRESS DESIRE T6 ENTER IN NEGOTIATIONS, 


hen ‘ Bisse ~ 


GOVERNMENT WILI ALSO NAME ITS REPRESENTATIVE, HOLDING 
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VIEWS AND PURPOSES 
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MEMORANDUM (QUOTE) "THR GCVERNMENT OF THR UNITED 
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SIGNS CF TERRITORIAL ACQUIGITION IN CHINA, 
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SHAT, EQUALLY WITH THE OTHER POWERS NOW OPERATING IN CHINA, 


i Ve we 


HAS THE SAFETY OF THE LEGATICN IN PEKING AND TO HELP THE 
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THIS REGARD ARE IN ACCORD WITH THOSE MADE TO THE UNITED States 


BX THE OTHER POWERS. THEREFORE, HAVING DISCLAIMED ANY PURPOSR 


CHINA, AND NOW THAT ADHERENCE THERETO 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
ARATIGN MADE FOR WRONGS AND 
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‘INJURIES SUFFERED BY THEM{ SO PAR AS WE ARE ADVISED, 


ER PART OF CHINA IS AT PEACE AND EARNESTLY DESIRES TC 
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BRAL CF THR PROVINCES ACTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL EFYCRTS TO SUPPRESS 


e 


THE BOXERS HAVE BEEN TAKEN RY THE VICEROYS, TO WHOM WE HAVE 


« 


HERE STILT, REMAIN THR GTHER PURPOSES WHICH ALL THR POWERS 

TE COMMON, WHICH ARE REFERRED 70 Ik THR COMMNTCAPTON OP 

SHR RUGSIAN CHARGH, AND WITCH WERE SPECIFICALLY KNUMERATED IN 
NOTE To THE POWERS oy JULY THIRD, THRSR Ane, 70 AFPORD 

ALL POSSIBLE PROTECTION EVERYWHERE IN CHINA 76 FOREIGN LIVES 
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_ YWEERESTS, TO AID IN PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF THR DISGRDER TO 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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OF THE CHINESE EMPIRE. IN OUR OPINION THESR PURPOSES COULD BEST 
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BE ATTAINED BY THE JOINT CCCUPATIGN OF PEKING UNDER DEFINITE 


: 


UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE POWERS UNTIL THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT 
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SHALL, HAVE BEEN REESTABLISHED AND SHALL HE IN A POSITION TC 
ENTER INTC NEW TREATIES WITH ADEQUATE PRGVISICNS FOR REPARATION 
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GUARANTEES OF FUTURE PROTECTION, WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT 


Y sic TC WITHDRAW ITs 
MILITARY FORCES PROM PEKING AND REMIT TO THE PROCESSES OF PRACE- 


FUL NEGOTIATIGNS OF JUST DEMANDS. WE CONSIDER, HOWEVER, 
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A CONTINUED GCCUPATIGN OF PEKING WOULD BE INEFYRCTIVE TO PRC- 


DUCE THE DESIRED F SULT UNLESS ALL THE POWERS UNITE THEREIN 


WITH ENTIRE HARMONY OF PURPOSE. ANY POWER WHICH DETERMINES TC 


EXPEDIENT. AS TO THE TIME AND MANNER OF WITHDRAWAL, WE THINK 
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September 15th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


of State, 


ia Washington, a 


The fact of the death of the missionaries in Shansi 


t 
oe 


has already been telegraphed, but I enclose herewith a copy 


of a report from Dr. D.H.Porter of Tientsin, giving the story 


in all its horrible details. It is certainly one of the 
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elusive proof of the savage purpose(of the Chinese Govern- 


Winateeea” 


I also enclose tranSlation of a letter from Yu Hsien, 


‘ 


. ts 
Sh Aha sae 
Dir 2 eS 


me cd 


i, 


Vee! i 
fy Sag TY Ae 
= Bs 


Ris 
REGS X 
; 


Pt ee 
put 
— a 


ERAS 


intment to office, I vigo 


oe 


a S 


I have the honor to be, 
| 3 Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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t indictment of the Governor of Shansi for his con- 


» in aggravated form, of the early movements of the 


Shantung, during his incumbency of the Governorship of th : 


je, is now to be supplemented by the most fiendish ee 
: Orr tur, : 

tly to be ascribed BR him. (wo less a person than the grandson 

Wan Shao ,) a member of the Tsungli Yamen(and formerly the suc- 


cessor of Li Hung-chang as Viceroy of Chili-) appeared at the British 


ation a few days after the rescue, and publicly accused Yu Hsien, 


sy 


e Governor of Shansi, of having invited all the foreigners at Tai — 
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Yuan- 


into his Yamen, on pret of sending them under escort to 


the coast. Having thus secured them he put them all to death and 
sent in a despatch to the Imperial Court requesting full reward for 


. 


his remarkable services. Astounding as this might appear, the enor- 
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mity has been fully confirmed. native Christian teacher, and a 


graduate of the North China College at Tung Chow who has been employ 
' as a teacher in the Boys school at Fen Chou-fu, Shansi, arrived in 


‘ - 
Tients: on eased evening September ist, having escaped from the 


2 a ve ) ’ 


| massacre. He left Shansi on the 23rd of August and after 


s arrived safely. He is a aE intelligent young 


two years past, under instruction of a missionary lady 


a s -? 


} speak English with great precision, He is abundant 
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ve an accurate and detailed repért. His report is 
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+ This was at Hsiao Yi-hsien near P'ing Yao, 


wen we 


the China Inland Mission, were living alone, Miss White 


ue . 


* 


eir death was reported long since b RS 


aph. On the day mentioned 300 Boxers broke inte the mission 


x » 


ound subsequent to ‘the following incident. A few rough youths 
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had attacked the front gate. They sent to the District Magistrate 
laining and asking for defense. The official came himself and 


finding only the gate injured reproved the informant and struck 


~ 


him with his hand. This gave notice to the crowds that they could 


: 


attack with impunity. They began at once another appeal to the of- 
ficial who replied that his underlings were intended to protect 


Chinese and not foreigners. The larger crowd at once entered the 


. 
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premises and attacked the ladies. They in their helplessness kneeled | 


-_ pefore the crowd and begged for mercy. They were simply replied to 
by beatings on the head with clubs at intervals. Some took glass 
ottles and beat the heads of the victims breaking the bottles in 


so doing. The ladies lived an hour from the first attack. Their 


clothes were taken off and watches carried away. The offici 


being informed of their death sent over two boxes for coffi 


were placed in the newly constructed baptistry in the court yard, 


@ details of this terrible affair were learned by a messenger sent. 


from the American Board Mission at Fen chou-fu. 
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e next disaster in the order of time was upon the 29th of 
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June at Show Yang, seventy miles west of Tai Yuan-fu. This is the 


of Independent workers under Mr. T. W. Pigott, There 
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the time Mr. and Mrs. Pigott, their son, Mr. Robinson, a 
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two daughters of the Rev. Mr, Atwater of Fen Chou-fu. These seven 


persons were driven from their homes to the mountains not far away. 
They soon returned to their homes however and were there arrested 

by the District Magistrate and compelled to go the capital Tai Yaan. 
En route they were chained with hand cuffs and colars. and not per- 


mitted to buy food. The distance is about seventy English miles. 


The soldiers would not even sell them eggs at a dollar apiece. 

the tenth of the sixth month, July 6th, they were taken and on ar- 
rival at Tai Yuan, placed in separate rooms, Mrs. Pigott not being 
allowed to communicate with her bisbent This word was brought to 
Tai ku by a photographer who had fled and was reported to Fen Chou-fu 
by letter. Gn the 3rd of the sixth month June 29th, most of the 
foreign houses at Tai Yuan had been burned, as already reported by 
Mr. Saunders party. The missionaries escaped to the houses of Mr, 
Farthing of the English Baptist Mission. Miss Coombs, however was 
unable to escape, being hindered by her native school girls. Hun- 


dreds of Boxers and rough people had crowded into the houses, but 


- g@veral of the missionaries managed to fight through the crowd and 
so escaped, the lady being left behind, unnoticed. During the rioting 
many were trampled upon and two swthool girls trod to death. Miss 
Coombs plead with the soldiers who were sharing in loot and burning 


> 


to save her life. They seized her instead and threw her into the 
flames of the burning houses. Later nothing but a pile of ashes 
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were found in the place she fell. The missionaries must have re- 
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mained at the house of Mr. Farthing.o@n the 7th of July the Governor 


lete list of the names of the foreigners. On the 
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ior ordered them all to come to his 
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es 


r the pretense that he intended to escort them safely to 
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. On entering the first gate of the Yamen they were gur- 


rounded by a guard of soldiers. This being completed about thirty | 
Boxers with drawn swords were aipowed, or invited to enter the cir- 


cle and each foreigner was cut to pieces by these invited guests. 


They were all beheaded and the heads placed in baskets were hung 


*~ od 


upon the four gates of the city. About forty Christians, natives, 


¢ 


were killed at the same time. The following day ten Roman Catholic 


F] 


priests were killed; they were reported as chiefly Frenchmen. The 
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odies of the 33 persons killed were placed in wooden cases and all 
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b 
buried in the Baptistry, presumably in the court of Mr. Farthing's 
house. The list of those killed is not completed but as far as known — 


> _ : 


s as follows: Mr. Stokes and wife; Mr. Simpson and wife; . Beynon | 
wife and three children; Mr. Farth 


» wife and three children; Dr. 
Lovitt, wife and one child; Dr. Miller Wilson and wife of P' ing Yaom | 


Mr, Whitehouse and wife. This makes a number of 22 at Tai Yuan, whid 


with the seven from Show Yang makes 29. There are thus four names 


‘to be supplied. It is upon the massacre of 33 Eng lish people that 


cad J 


’ 


the fiendish Governor of Shansi demands a reward. 


The fatal mistake pointed out last December of allowing this 
Satanic Manchu to continue his bitter hatred of all foreigners is 


’ 


illustrated in the most appalling manner. Surely there must be some 
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punishment due for such unwonted malice, of which the world has 


€ 


scarce seen its like. It is alse reported that in and around Tai 
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native Christians have been killed. 
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ing north. There were 
and Mrs Me 


here.: Mr. and Mrs. Dixon; Mr. 
e . 
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lady. These are all report 
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gle gentleman and a s. 
‘@seaped, probably into the mountains. It is distressing 
y @scaped on horse- 


’ 


ble to hear of their whereabouts. 
may possibly have avoided their pursuers. 
@ Mission of the American Board at Tai ku some twenty miles 


south of Tai Yuan seemed to have escaped the first intensity of the 
attack upon foreigners. This is said to be due to the 


general 
friendly spirit of the local official, who had had occsaion to be 
bands cameinhoa crowd of 


: 


helpful to them. On the 51 of July Boxer 
about 300 to attack the Mission premises. One of the principal na- 
and the gates of the 
e 
the U.S. on furlough 


compound were broken in. The members of th 
re) 
D. Williams; Mr. D. H. 


many of the missionaries having returned t 

in the Spring time: Mr. F. v. Davis; Mr. @. 

Clapp and wife; Miss Rowena Bird: Miss Susan Partridge. e three 
tack by going on the top of the hous 


tive helpers was killed), Mr. Liu Fang Chin, 
Mission are as follows, 
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were no doubt killed, but the ammunition of the gentlemen soon 
failed and they were helpless. They were soon killed and beheaded 
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gentlemen tried to resist the at 
and firing upon the crowd as they came in. A few of the attackers 


and their bodies thrown into the flames of the burning houses, The 
of the Bridgman © 
were cut down 


three ladies with a young native teacher, a graduate 


School at Peking, fled to the rear court, where they 
d im like manner. It is said that the heads were all 


osed as others had been, also that the 


emen were cut out and carried to the cap- 
ans were killed at the same time, sixty of 
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taken to Tai Yuan and exp 
s of the three gentl 
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Roman Catholics. Seven of these were living in a: foreign: 


*. 


side the city wall. They had escaped to a village, but had 
and so were cut down with others. Among these was Liu Ch' 


and his wife. Mr. Liu was a graduate of Tung Chow College and 


Seminary and had been for. many years a valued teacher and preacher. 


The American Board Mission. at Fen Chou Fu, is fifty miles S. 


of Tai Yuan. It was one of the last victims of the rage of Governor 


» 


Yu Hsien. Here both the Prefect and the District Magistrate had been — 


< 


kindly disposed to the foreigners. The members of the Mission pres- 


ent were: Mr. and Mrs. Atwater and two children; Mr. and Mrs. C. W. 
Price and one son. Theer were also in the city members of the 
Swedish Mission, Mr. and Mrs. Langren, naturalized American citi- 
zens; Miss Eldred, an English haar. These names are all given by the 4 
native helpers who aaiaiieiadk Up to the 13th August none of them had 
been molested. The old prefect had died and the Governor had sent a 
new man fully in sympathy with his worst designs. Two days after his 
arrival, the new prefect demanded of the local official why the 
foreigners had not been driven out; in all other places all had been 
forced away. The Magistrate replied that these Americans had been 
very peaceably and kindly disposed people and he had no occasion for 


sending them away. The prefect then insisted that they must be sent 


away within two days. The District Magistrate under such compulsion 
sent over and arrested the chief dispenser of the hospital. The man | 
was beaten 300 blows and the demand made that he should secure all 
the arms in possession of the Mission. These were accordingly given 


up, two pistols and two rifles or guns. The demand was repeated 


that they must hasten their departure. 
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days of respite, But the Prefect insisted that they were to 
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be sent away to the coast and must be ready the next day. Four 


country carts were prepared for them and their goods duly packed. 


They were to start on the 15 August; a guard of twenty soldiers was 


. 


made ready. As soon as the arrangements were made, the foreign house 
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were sealed up. The Missionaries requested that they be permitted 


to sell their houses to secure silver for the journey. The official 
replied that all the property had been confiscated by Imperial De- 
cree and could not be sold, but that a small property in a country 
village could be sold. is was accordingly done and a small sum of 
silver thus made ready. @ escaped teacher rode a horse given him 
by the Atwaters. The soldiers compelled him to dismount and ride on 
the cart. Ere long on the journey, he overheard suspicious remarks 
by the soldiers who were very rude. From this he gathered that mis- 
chief was meant and on advice of one of the soldiers escaped from 
the party some few li from the village of K‘'ai Shih. The party were 
supposed to be sent to Ping Yao about thirty miles from Fen Chou Fu 
When not far away on the line of escape, he heard the firing of a 
gum. He afterwards learned that this was the signal for the attack 
upon the party. They were escorted by these soldiers to the viblage 
of K*ai Shih as mentioned above and at the given s ignal both com- 


anies of soldiers rushed upon the: helpless victims and cut them 


down severally with their swords. Their bodies were then stripped 


and all buried together in a ditch by the roadside. No such awful 


conclusion of wholesale massacre by Government authority has been 


the centuries. The prefect added another stroke to his 


determined purpose. The Dispenser was rearrested and given another 
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ows to secure from him a list of the native ristian: menm- 


bers, with the purpose of ferreting them out and killed them. The 


escaped messenger went as far as P'ing Yao and returned the second 


day to hear the fate of his foreign friends. He heard in addition to 


» . 


their terrible fate, that three Swedish Missio 


had been sent away by the official to the Yellow river, their escape 


being uncertain. He learned that five women at Chieh Hsiu hsien had 


at Yung Ning Chu 


made effort to escape and that a Miss French and Miss Palmer had 


fled to Hung Pung Hsien. The helper started August 25rd for the sea 
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coast. Arrive at Tai ku, the terrible end of the Mission there was 


told him. He passed through the Mountains and at Huai lu found the 


. 
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terrible Governor Yu Hsien, with troops assembled. The Governor had 


gone as far as Hsin lo for the relief of Peking. But having heard of 
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the capture of the City he returned to Huai Lu. He arrived at Cheng 
Ting Pu onthe. August and there succeded in getthng into the City 
with other sginitvynen, The Prefect had shut the city gates against 
the retreating forces from Peking. In Cheng Ting he was pleased to 


find that 16 foreigners were safe in the Cathedral. Among these 
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were Mr. Griffith, wife and child, Mr. Brown and wife, one R.C. Bisip © 


op, three priests and five nuns, together with five railway men, one 
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French, three Italians and one Belgian. The Brigadier General here 


had protected them all and was quite friendly. Going still further 
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north he found fifty miles of railway still intac t and used con- 
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stantly by the retreating soldiers. This piece of road extends from 


She 


Ting Chou toward Paoting Fu. The messenger succeeded in getting a 


boat and came safely through to Tientsin with his terrible message 
ok : on : : 


of horrow and anguish. He brought with him,a piece of blue cloth the 
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In such a welter of blood and fire the Missions of Shansi 
\Faftine relief work in 1877, 


ave been ended. They began with 


been remarkably presperous in many ways despite the deple- 
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tion of the Province by the awful scourge of Opium and famine. The 
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American Board Mission began its work in 1881. So great a destructin 
of brave and pure hearts, of noble men, women and children has sel- 


 @om, if ever, been known. Hundreds of homes in England, Sweden and 


America are rendered desolate. 


Will it be the part of the military forees now gathered in the 


punishment , 
North to render due justice in the righteous,of the score of offi- 
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cial particip 


ants in all the horror and shame of the past two months’ : 
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“Yi Hsien, Governor of Shansi, to Ch'ang Tsui, Director of 


satin Re st Se #* . 


G@rai Transport, Tungchou. (Translation). 
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July 21, 1906, . 


sent you a reply. I have the greatest admiration for the zeal and 
ability you are showing at the present crisis. | 
You asked me to send rifles to Tungchou to aid you in your work 
of protection and suppression. ordred the Provincial Treasureé te 
examine the provincial stores of weapons,- but he reports that they 
are rusted and useless. We had not many foreign weapons originally 
and now they have all been issued to the various regiments. The 
1,000 old breechloadérs bought by my predecessor Governor Hv Yu Jen 
have too short a range and we have no ammunition for them, so they 


do not count. I have sorted out our stores of cartridges, but they 


are of little use and only @ few are left after supplying the troops 


of the province. In organizing the Boxers here we have used native 
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guns and cannons which we repaired as we need them,- this is the 


s 


best we can do. 


: Tungchou being so close to the capital you ought to use 


foreign rifles in order to carry out your duty of protection and 


suppression and it is of great importance that you should 


and I regret exceedingly that I am unable to oblige you in 


ter. However I have ordered the Provincial Treasurer 
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chou very soon, and if you will supply the funds I can let 4 
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have a further supply. Please let me know about this. 
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Here in Shansi after the Boxers commenced- at the beginning 


of the 6th moon- to burn the churches, the foreigners conspired 


with the converts to cause disturbances and the danger became very 
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E. serious. 


ed_ at the head of my troops to arrest 44 foreigners whom 
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the converts at the same time. Although I have put down the distur baa 4 
.@ncesy in the provincial capital itself and the converts in the North | 
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‘and South are still causing trouble- especially in the Norths The 


air is full of rumors and everyone is afraid. The genfry and people 


of the provincial capital have heard that I had received Imperial 


orders to go to Hsien Hsien, and the crowd would not allow me to 
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leave so that I with difficulty got out of the city. The Literary 


Chancellor and Provincial Treasurer also jointly memorialized that 
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I should be retained and later the Treasvrer sent two separate 


memorials on his own account to the same effect. I remonstrated 


that I dared not disobey the Imperial order and finally persuading 
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the gentry and people, I started on the 20th of the 6th moon (July 
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16). On J" ly 17 I reached Yu Tzu Hsien and met on the road the reply 


to the Treasurer's second memorial, which ordered me to direct the 
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measures and to return at once to take command. Strange to sa 
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to the metropolitan province and I am responsible 
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to enlis' 


er and securing the defence to do which it will 
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more troops- I propose to memorialize re- 


Pe 


sission to delay my departure. I have no other course 


. 


I send you the above sketch of Shansi affairs for your in- 


tion and herewith the compliments of the season. 


(Signed) YU HSIEN. 


s a translation of a letter found by the Intelli- 
gence Department, British Detachment at Tung chou, August 15, 1900, 
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your reply is received. Russie is now Me 
larger part of her forces. This action, wit 
ing minister, ng forces Newchwang, indicate 


e to mexe their settlement in their own way for tr : 


+ 


ss present the restoration of Chinese authority in Peking or 


order in this province is impossible. Joint military oc- 
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supation of feking is absolutely scssential to successful 


negotiations and should continue until completed. Cne third | 


: . @f the present force will be sufficient. From my acquaine 


tance with Frince Ching and warl Li I do not believe they 


Gan offer any feasible plan. Foreign powers must devise 


it.° Hence the necessity of their early conference and 


, agreement. iled cabie office 8.00, lieth. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
: PEKIN, CHINA. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, : 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
A whole month has elapsed since the arrival of the 
"Relief Expedition" and the flight of the Inperial Sort, 
and apparently no progress has been made towards re-eskab- 
7 lishment of Chinese watner tle - negotiations ror & settio~ 
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- At a meeting of the Diplomatic Corps yesterday 
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could be induced to return to Peking negotiations might 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, : 


Fie t, 
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/ ome of us, however; in view of the fiendish brutality 


of the usurping Empress Dowager, were unwilling to recog- 


nize her by invitation to come back, or even hinting at her 
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Tt was therefore jagreed that each would write an infor- 
mal mpte to Prince Ching suggesting the return of the 


r*, "the Court * or the "Eaperor* 
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as he pleased. I preferred to mention only the "Emperor" 


have written Prince Ching accordingly, enclosing a 


/ copy herewith of the note sent him. 
I have the honor to be, 


| | Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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tember 16th, 1900, | 


Your Highness: - is 


I have the honor to address Your Hithness concerm- 


ibs 
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ing the existing situitio:. Into the cause of that situa- 
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tion it is not necessary at this moment to enquire. It is 


‘sufficient to refer to the fact, that, in order to relieve 


%. 


the foreign legations from imminent peril, a joint expedition 


Wg 


was undertaken by various Foreign Powers, Which have led to 


6, ; 


$he withdrawal of the Court and the present occupation of 


« ee 


the Capital. 


The main object of this expedition was the relief 
of the Lerations, and as soon as that was accomplished the 


Ministers showed their willingness to terminate hostilities, 
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by welcoming Your Highness back to Peking for the purpose 


of opening peace negotiations. 


These necotitions seem to he delayed by the non- | 
ir of the Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang. In the mean- ne 
to point out to Your Highness, that it is my per- i 
- 18 i » that permanent peace negotiations would be v : : 
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ed if the r were also to return to the. 
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he people that there will be no change 


b 


ure to sugcest to Your Hishness the 


ing known to His Majesty, the views herein 
expressed, and I beg to add that there need be no apprehensin 


that if he returns he will be treated otherwise than with 


1 respect, or subjected to any restraint. 


am sure that the treatment Your Highness has 


ce your return will support this assurance. 


I have the honor to be, 


Your FRighnesses obedient servant, 
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sig }» E, H, Conger. 
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Confirming Legaticn's telegram of 16th instant 
reporting arrival of Mr. Rockhill at 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, | 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay ; 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 
Sirs- 
I have the honor to confirm my telegran. a 
dated the 18th instant reporting the Arrival of Mr. Rockhill: 


Secstate, Washington. ; 7 | 


Rockhill arrived to-day. 


and to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Confirming Department's telegram of 14th instant 
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in regard te supplies of official stationery. 
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Te the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


e . 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to confirm the following telegran 
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from the Department of State, dated the 14th inatant, 


regard to supplies of official stationery, 


and to be; Sir, 2st 
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Your obedient servant 
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: peror to Peking. ; a 


(Despatch No. 413, September 16th, 1900. 
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STATES OF AMERICA, : 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
: Secretary of Siebs, 
| Cisieciin teins . Cc ; 
Sir:- | 
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I have the honor to enclose herewith translation 


stant regarding the return of the Emperor to Peking,copy of 


Which I transmitted in my No. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Peking, September 19th, 19606, 


Your Excellency 
; | On the 16th instant, I had the honor to receive 


Your Excellency's note, in which you state that the main object | 
of the expediti 


sent by the various Foreign Powers was the 


relief of the Legations, and as soon as that was accomplished 


the Ministers showed their willingness to terminate hostilities 
and open peace negotiations. Your Excellency also pointed out 
that it is your personal opinion that permanent peace negotia-~ 
tions would be very much facilitated if the Emoeror were to 
return to the Capital; that the minds of the people are dis- 
turbed and nothing would reassure them more than His Majesty's 
return. While he remains at a distance, the prospect of a per- 
manent settlement must remain doubtful, however successful I 


may be in arrangeing its terms,for it suggests that there will 


be no change in the policy of the Throne toward Foreign Powers 
and their subjects in China. Your Excellency therefore sug> - 
gested the advisability of making known to His Majesty the 
views expressed in your note and to add that there need be 
mo apprehension that if he returns he will be treated otherwise | 
than with all respect. 
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» the forces of the various Foreign Powers came 
to Peking to relieve the Legations. I feel a desp sense of 


err 


shame that this should have been found necessary. 
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Your Excellency's note is full of peaceful sentiments. Ya 


: Say that the return of His Majesty will have the effect -of | 


r ao, 


reassuring the minds of the people. Prom this it is evident 
that Your Excellency iis interested in what is good and right 
and that you hold upright and noble views, Words are inade- 
quate to express my gratitude and thanks for Your Excellency's 
kindly expressions. 

I have together with some of the high Ministers of Peking 
prepared a joint memorial to the Emperor, requesting his re- 
turn to Peking. I shall have a copy of Your Excellency'sc note 


made and send it to His Majesty together with the other mem- 


a 


orial within a day. 
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The Grand Secretary, Li Hung-chang, has already left 
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- Shanghai for Tientsin, and should be here in a few days, When 
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the terms of peace have been determined upon and settled (Ching 
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will not fail to see that they are wholly sandlsincerely 
acted up¢ on; ‘on no account will matters be attended to as 
heretofore, and Your Excellency need not be too anxious about 
this. , 3 


Cards with compliments of Prince Ching. 
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Secretary of State, 


Subject: Additional particulars of the murder of Americans 


at Paoting-fu. 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 22nd, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 6 @. 
Sir:- 


a 


I herewith enclose copy of a very interesting letter 


/ 


fiendish murder of the Americans at Paoting-fu 
and to be, Sir > 


Your obedient servant 
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man nar.ed| Wang Chin-leh, | or 


who for nearly a year has been at Pao- 
oak : | Oss ' Sard 
te ting-fu/ teach ing Dr. and Mrs, Hodge Chinese, |I learn some ar 
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particulars of the last days of our missionaries at that place, 
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:|has been in hiding from the Boxers 
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Since their death Mr. ' 
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and has but recently 


d to venture into the city. He is a 
Christian and is regarded as thoroughly trustworthy. He says 
that until near the final catastrophe, the Provincial Treasurer 


remained friendly to the missionaries, though conscious that 


he thereby incurred the ill-will of the Boxers. Among other 


kindly acts, he offered the missionaries aa public building 


(net a yamen) in the city as a refuge. This however, they de- 
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clined to accept, partly because they feared that mov 


- thither night precipitate an attack upon them, and especially 


because in any event they would have been no safer there than 
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outside the North gate of the city. These were reinforced 


for two nights only by some two hundred of General Wieh 


eeheng's infantry. About the twenty-fifth or twenty-sixth 


of June an Imperial Edict was said to have reached Paoctingfu 


denouncing the Christians, whereupon the original guard and 
General Nieh's troops all abandoned their watch and did not 
return. At the same time the attitude of the Provincial Treas- 
urer towards the missionaries and Christians changed, In | 
appearance at least he becar.e hostile. From this date the 
Boxers © were known to be enrolled in large numbers, but who 
had kept themselves hidden, became much bolder, and began to 


appear on the streets in their distinctive colors. i 


At the fatal attack on the Presbyterian Mission, Mr. 
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Wang }was not present, Dr. and Mrs Hodge having released hin | 
thering storm from service. But during his hiding he ¥ 
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ers crowded up to the doors and set 


» and the inmates, with one exception, 


of Mr. Simcox's children, presun- 


@ oldest, driven by the heat or smoke, ran out 


y dispatched by a sword or spear, After the 


houses were consumed, the charred remains of the dead were 


thrown into a well. The bodies of the two dead Boxers were 
 earried away. 


@ above account differs in some points from that receiv 
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ed by Mr. 3.W. lowrie at Tientsin, I think it is likely more 
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nearly correct. - | a 
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also some information regarding the destruc- 
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tion of the American Board Mission at the South of the city, 
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but no doubt you will receive a fuller and more accuarate 
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account’ than he can give from some member of the same mission 


in Peking. a 


| I am, Dear Sir, fe 


Yours sincerely(/ se 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


| | . September 24th, 1900. 


Mr. Cenger to the | 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Confirming Department's telegram of 2lst instant. 


Protection of Swedish and Norwegian missionaries. 


Soihe Pew ee 20! Mes 
Fei a soy ieee 


A 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


et erage vie pe 
eA? > 


en ee 


weg er 


“i, er 


At 


0 ON EI SOIL TOU OPE mp AGE GO canenwnys* 
Mig hee A 


To the Honorable 
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ohn Hay, | 
ecretary of State, 
Washington, D.C, 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to confirm your telegram of the 2lst 
instant, with reference to protection of Swedish and Nor- 
wegian missionaries, as follows: | 1a aead 

"Give all possible protection 
to Swedish and Norwegian missionaries attached to American 
missions at Kuei Hua~cheng or elsewhere in China. 

Hill, Acting. 


and to say that the place referred to is in the northern 


part of the province of Shensi about four hundred miles 
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from here, but that all possible protection will be given. 
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I have the honor to be,Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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IN CIPHEROICT 


September 24, 1900. 


Received dated Taku, Sept. 28. 
© «RL SO AL M., 20th. 


September 24. Prince Ching, informally advised Buy 
the Foreign misters, has memorialized Emperor return, 
inks if accompanied by Dowager he will come. Rockhil 


and I agree that his return will facilitate preliminary 


2 


otiations, which shall be simply the base of future 


2 


negotiations. Still waiting Earl Li's arrival. He is con- 


ferring with Russian Charge d'Affaires in Tientsin. Sus- 
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pended order withdrawing Russian Minister Tientsin [untl] art 
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Poor 


_ Peking, 


Received through 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Peking 27th. 
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motice that he, Earl Li, Jung-lu, and Viceroys 
h lum 
hedetang are all to concert in peace 


and Chang 


tions. 


| we powers have yet been exhibited or request made to nego- 


bal 


tiate. 


September 27. 


ung-lu is in the interior, and Li at Ti 


Enemy as active and hostile as ever 
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aku, Sept. 50, 
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Prince Ching todey sends 
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CcCONGER 


September 27, 1900. 


negotia- 


entsin. 


outside Peking. 


ible efforts of Chinese Government to restore order. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


1PLOM ATI PEKIN, CHINA. : 


a, RR es | 9 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Confirming Legation's cipher telegrams of Septen- 


- 


ber 24th and 27th. Situation at Peking. Better 


order in city. Correspondence with Prince Ching 


— 


to ‘extermination 6fo*Boxzérs" by Chi 


2 ‘ - . 
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Government. Appointment of addtional Plenipoten- 


| tiaries. Russian Legation removed to Tientsin. 


* * 


may follow. 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


- . % 
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September 27th, 1966, 


Secretary of State, 


| Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, my cipher 


telegrams of the 24th and 27th instants and to say that at 
this end of the line but little,if any, progress is being 


made toward a settlement of existing troubles. 


Better order is being established in the city and par- 


> 


ticularly in the portions under the jurisdiction of the Aner~ 
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Gutside the city the Chinese soldiers and Boxers are as 
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outs and reconocitering 


ths 


hostile as ever, 
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five to thirty miles and have net and punished them severe — 


ly im several places, but they return again or others appear 


Gn the 25th instant a note was received the Dean of 


> 


the Diplomatic Corps from Prince Ching, copy of which I enclose, 


reciting the efforts of the ad interim Viceroy of Chili, (I 


mye ee 


= ga think the Provincial Treasurer) to exterminate the Boxers, but 
feet pm oe —<0 pull 


_w @@ have uc evidence of the success of his efforts, and I ap- 


nner re 


prehend they do not extend much beyond the issuance of orders 


ee 


and proclamations to which little or no sitention is paid, I .. 


alse enclose copy of a note received by the Dean of the Diplo- 


a > 
Pend C4, 
y we ee 
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matic Corps yester ismitting copy of an Imperial Decree 


ordering Prince Ching to communicate concerning negotiations 


with the Viceroys Lui Kun-yi of Nanking and Chang Chih-tung 
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These Viceroys are at their homes. Li Hung-chang is at 


of them have exhibited any powers, nor has there been any 


- 


made to start negotiations. — 


Minister with his whole legation staff renove 
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om 


Prench are to follow. The Germans 
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spay oats 

Ape 

. x, 


. 


v D — - 


ave @xpressed a willingness to go. So that there seens 


little prospect of beginning early negotiations here. There is 


_ 
een | 


considerable objection to accepting Lu as a negotiator, 


because, during the siege, he was Commander-inChief of the 
erial troops; and soldiers belonging to his special corps 
were often in evidence in our immediate front. I am not sure, 
however, that it will be persisted in. 
Tt has been my idea, and with which,upon conferring 


freely as directed with Mr. Rockhill, I find he agrees, that 


negotiations of the most preliminary character should be 


here at once or just as soon as the Chinese Government 
ihpwed an earnest effort and a sincere desire to negotiate, 


Por instance, declaring the purpose of the Foreign 


__.Powers in landing troops in China, and the Chinese agreeing 
@t once to suspend hostilities, restore order and speedily 


arrange for just and reasonable indemnity to the several 


for 


owers, ‘9 @ll wrongs and injuries 


for full réparati 
suffered by their citizens and subjects, and to guarantee that 


or the future the treaty and international rights of all the 


‘ 


- ‘i ¥ 


owers shall be secure and all interests and property of for* 


be adequately conserved, and mutually agreeing 
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recent troubles; and that as soon as such Plenipotent 


are duly named and qualified, the foreign troops exce 


quate legation. guards, not to exceed an average of 1000 


® 


for each legation, shall be retired to points near the coast 


pending the completion of negotiations, .» &@. This would 
make a start, would give a base for negotiations, which could 
then be conducted at some convenient place for the Powers, and 


the presence of the allied forces at Peking and coast points 


& 


would compel Chinese to keep faith, at least pending the com- 
letion of negotiations. If this cannot be done and done 
quickly, complications are likely to arise, and possible dif- 
ferences among the Powers result, which will compel separate 
settlements and the certain dissolution of the Empire. 

The Germans are now insisting upon the surrender and 
umnishment of the original and real instigators of the érisis 


RA... oo 
and others, before any negotia- 


wt 


tions whatever are begun. This should by all means be accom- 
before final settlement | 
plished and probably can be» but if it is to be insisted on 
as preliminary to all, then no negotiations will be possible, 
IT have the honor to be, 


gir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 
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TELEGRAMS. SENT. (CIPHER) 7 
: PEKING, 24TH, 1900, 
- SECSTATR, WASHINGTON. rey 4 
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SEPTEMBER 24TH, PRINCE CHING INFORMALLY 
ADVISED BY ALI, THE FOREIGN MINISTERS HAS MEMORIALIZED EMPEROR'S 


Rk ; 


RETURN AND THINKS IF ACCOMPANIED BY DOWAGER HE WILL COME. 4 
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ROCKHILL AND I AGREE THAT HIS RETURN WILL FACILITATE ! 
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AND NEARLY ALL RUSSIAN TROOPS ARE NOW MOVING TO TIENTSIN. 
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Despatch No, 4+/ 
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The 29th the Viceroy pro tem of Chili addressed to me 


have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the com- 


ication in which you say to me:"The Boxers of Chili and of 


ut aN, 


Fi ~ 


them without delay. If they dare to recommence the struggle 6x- 


terminate them with your soldiers in order tor prevent new repri- 


. * 


Biss S 


sals. Mr de Giers told me in an interview that in the neighbor- 
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hood of Feng-tai, where they were repairing the railway there 
| 


1 Boxers armed with guns who held the country and re- 


4 . tee wl 


quested me to have them disbanded or destroyed. It is necessary 


_ 


that you act with sleet .* 
The beginning of hostilities between China and the Powers 
(said the pro tem Viceroy of Chili) had for its origin the exist- 
ence of the Boxers; they are the cause of the ruin of Peking an 
of Tientsin, and of the destruction of the inhabitants. heart 


as been most grievously affected, and I burn with a desire to 


. ’ 


take and execute their chiefs and arrest their followers, 


thinking of the means to accomplish this I consider that the 
deserted soldi 


are also scattered everywhere for the purpose 


disorder, and that the first thing to do is to sup- 


IT have not a sufficient military force for both tasks. 


by presenting to the Throne the ques- 


and asking for an imperial decree ordering 
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the great rilitary chiefs to exterminate them, Gn the 16th 


Ce et a he 
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instant, the Taotai Tan Guven Honan, at the head of the Boxer 


chiefs Tsao Fou-tien &c, 9 in all, care to Tientsin to renew ‘the 
troubles. I immediately sent some officers te arrest these 
Boxers. Fight were beheaded and their (heads) exposed, Tan Guen 
Honan eseaped by a eirecuitous route. Three Boxers were taken 
alive. Tcshe San on e of them was examined, sentenced and behead- 
ed. As to Tan Gven Honan I have requested fror the Throne his 
- @egradation. 
Teaco Fou-tien is the chief of the Boxers of Shantung and 
was the instigator of the troubles at Tientsin, but the Tsao 


arrested at Tientsin is another individual. The real Tsao Fou- 


tien has fied with the Taotai Tan; but his crines are innumerable 


and his eapitel condemnation is necessary for the public good, 
As to the other Boxers, thev are the principal leaders of the sub | 


* 


prefects of Tsing Hai and Yen Tsicow (Chili). I think it is 


necessary to decapitate them or they will continue to incite 
upris 


After the destruction of Peking and Tientsin a large 
number of Boxers took refuge the sub-prefecture of Liang 


. Hsiang, near Peking, and around Tientsin there are also sone. If 


immediately exterminated they will recommenee their 


6 sent sone large forses to exterminate 
, a Brigadier General fror. Tientsin, Lui Tehe Piag | 
the north of Child; a 
the region of Ho Kiv- 
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Tientsin) with order to confer with the General commanding 


. 


at Ts'ang Tcheou, Nei Tsung-yi, and I have enjoined all the 


: 


camps from south to north to unite their efforts, hoping thus to 


destroy the very root of the Boxers. Those which were at Tientsin 


> 


exist no longer. This then is the present situation of the qua 


: 


question of suppressing the Boxers. 


I have received the communication in which it is said 


that the Bupopean Powers desire to send out troops to exterminate 
the Boxers in order to end the troubles and protect the merchants. 


Now the Boxers sometimes show themselves and then disperse. I fe@ 


that the arrival: of foreigntroops would frighten the people and 


cause them to flee én masse while the Boxers would scatter on 
all sides. So China herself ought to accomplish the task of ex- 


terminating the Boxers in her own territory and of protecting the 


7 
f 


missionaries in order to hasten the conclusion of peace and the 
protection of commerce. | 

In regard to the region of Feng-tai where they are at 
present repairing the railway, and where there are still some 
Boxers, it is necessary immediately to exterminate them; but in ’ 
these localities there are foreign troops. If the Chinese troops 
are sent there it is to be feared that conflicts will occurs 

IT beg you to discuss this question with the Foreign 
Ministers. When European troops may be in the neighborhood, they 


ought to permit the Chinese 


. 


troops to pass for the purpose of 


¢ 


going to fight the Boxers, each controlling their own soldiers 


and not impeded by the operations of the others; this will fac- 


‘ 


ilitate the suppression of the rioters &c.,&c." 
I (Prince Ching) consider that the Viceroy pro tem of 
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submit if to the examination of Your Excellency, and beg you to 
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communicate it to your colleagues. 
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of the Boxers, and that his letter is very sensible. I therefore 
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Ohili offers some excellent ideas concerning the suppression 
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‘ | Prince Ching to the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. 
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Despatch. 


Gn September 9th I received an Imperial De- 
cree as follows; 
as at different times requested me 


one or more Princes and Ministers to treat 


I have named Prince Ching and ordered him to return to 


Peking and put himself in telegraphic communication, for negotia- 


a 


tions, with Liu Kun-yi and Chang Chih-tung. I have besides 
d Jung Lu to concert with them in negotiating; and in order 


te their relations Jung Lu has gone to Hou Lou, 


order him to go immediately to Paoting-fu and await there until 


. - the arrival at Tientsin of Li Hung-chang &c. Respect this.” 


I hasten to make this known to you and beg you to con- 


municate it to your colleagues. 


September 26th. 
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September 29th. 


September 29, 1900. 
October 1, 1900. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, | . 


3 September 30th, 1900, 


Mri \Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 
Subject: Confirming Legation's telegram of the 29th in- 
) stant. Removal of Russian Legation to Tientsin. : 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
: Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. | 
Sir:- 
TI have the honor to confirm my telegram of the 29th 


instant in regard to removal of Russian Legation to Tientsin 


: as followsi-= 


removed Tientsin to-day.", 


: ; and to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant | 
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